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THE CONTRA COMMEMORATIVE 



'7 make this solemn vow-as long as there is breath 
in this body, / will speak and work, strive and 
struggle for the Cause of the Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters." —President Reagan 

We have long felt this strongly about the Cause of Freedom in Central 
America. The Nicaraguan freedom fighters (the Contras) have fought 
valiantly against Communism to liberate their country from the Com¬ 
munist Sandinistas for almost seven years. They are fighting our ene¬ 
mies and indirectly defending our frontiers less than 1000 miles from 
the U.S. They need our help. 

While the U.S. Congress delays and whimpers, 
the freedom fighters need help. 

Please join us in helping them in our small way. Antique Arms Arsenal 
is offering the commemorative Ka-Bar Combat knife. This famous com¬ 
bat knife, first designed for the U.S. Marine Corp, is being used in the 
jungles of Nicaragua. Now you can own this knife, lazer engraved with 
the seal of the Contra Cause freedom fighters, together with a solid ma¬ 
hogany display plaque and sheath. Each knife is serial numbered. There 
will be only 2000 issued and only to be sold with an automatic dona¬ 
tion to the Cause of Freedom.* 

Please send us two personal checks, one for $67.50 to Antique Arms 
and another for $7.50 made out to the Contra Cause. When you receive 
your cancelled Contra Cause check, endorsed by the freedom fighters, 
(collectible in itself) and your beautiful but lethal engraved knife, you 
will have the satisfaction of knowing you have contributed to the Cause 
of Freedom. And you will have a rare commemorative blade that can 
only double and triple in value in the years to come. 

Antique Arms will contribute 5% of the net profit to Contra Cause. 



For Free 
Catalog 
call or 
write: 

ANTIQUE 
ARMS 
ARSENAL 

DELIVERY WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER RECEIVING ORDER . 


Please send me_Contra Commemorative Knife/Knives. 

Add $2.00 Shipping for each knife. 

Name _ 

Street _ 

City_State_Zip_ 


FDN 

may be one of two authentic styles. 

*Also with your knife and mahogany display 
plaque, you will receive a booklet on how and 
why the war in Nicaragua started. 


ANTIQUE ARMS ARSENAL 

518 South Main Street • P.O. Box 948 
Rutherfordton, North Carolina 28139 
800/332-6870 704/287-2818 






FREE DANNER 
BOOTC/OMjOG 

Select your new boots from our detailed lull-color catalog, showing 
the complete selection of styles and sizes. Includes Danner boots 
with the Gore-Tex® fabric sock lining, guaranteed waterproof. 
Choose from all-leather or lightweight leather and Cordura® nylon 
combinations, with Vibram® lug or crepe soles. Danner makes 
tough boots and shoes for people who want comfortable feet. 

And inside every pair are 40 years of experience. 
CALI 1*800-345*0430 from 9 to 4 Pacific Time, or 
send this card today for your FREE Danner catalog, 
and names of your nearest dealers. 


Name_Phone #_ 

Address_ 

City_Slate_Zip 
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Spain’s Foreign Legion — Page 32 


COVER: Spanish Foreign Legion’s crack drill team, Escuadra de 
Gastadores (literally translated as “Sapper Squadron”) on 
parade at their base in Ronda, Spain. The Spanish government 
recently passed a law prohibiting foreigners from joining the 
Legion, marking the end of a colorful era in Spain’s military 
history. Photo: Ron HUI 

COVER INSET: The Eritrean people refuse to lay down their arms 
after more than 25 years of fighting Ethiopia’s Soviet-backed 
government. Men, women and children are at the front fighting 
in this forgotten war. Join John Jameson for a tour of the 
trenches beginning on page 40. Photo: John Jameson 
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Public Access 


W hile hiking back to my deer 
hunting camp in Colorado 
last year, I met a “good ole boy*’ 
who has been hunting the area for 
some 30 years. Over a cup of cof¬ 
fee, he told me that he had serious 
concerns that Americans are 
slowly being stripped of their 
right to hunt and fish in the vast 
areas of wilderness and prairie 
that belong to all of us. Over the 
years the amount of public land 
for hunting has diminished drasti¬ 
cally. The problem isn’t the land 
— it’s still there. The problem is 
getting access to it. 

And he made a couple of observa¬ 
tions that really hit home: “The 
more difficult it becomes to gain 
access, the more hunters will give 
up their guns,’’ he pointed out. 
“And equally important, they will 
not teach their children to shoot.’’ 
This will result in an ever- 
decreasing number of Americans 
who have a vested interest in the 
Second Amendment, the right to 
keep and bear arms. And that’s why 
SOF and I are getting involved in 
protecting the rights of American 
sportsmen to have access to public 
lands. 

Access to public lands (National 
Forest, BLM lands, etc.) is often 
controlled by private citizens who 
own property bordering public 
land. More and more of these land¬ 
holders with grazing leases are de¬ 
nying hunters and other outdoors- 
men access to public land, even 
though they have no legal right to 
do so. 

The problem has broad ramifica¬ 
tions. Fewer hunters means fewer 
licenses sold, which translates into 
smaller budget dollars for state fish 
and game management. The out¬ 


door manufacturing industry be¬ 
lieves lack of access to land will 
lead to an ever-diminishing market 
for their products. Many retired 
people are simply unable to hike 
miles and miles to gain access to 
an area they should be able to drive 
to, so they will not use the land. 
Rural local economies suffer — 
fewer big game hunters means re¬ 
duced revenues. 

How serious is the problem? 
According to Andy Oldfield, three¬ 
time past chairman of Safari Club 
International and a gentleman not 
given to hyperbole, “The question 
of public access is an attack on the 
entire spectrum of outdoor 
sports.” 

Why would anyone want to keep 
you and me from hunting on our 
own land? Mostly, it comes down to 
money. Some landowners operate 
lucrative guide services and don’t 
want hunters to have the freedom 
to hunt without paying for their ser¬ 
vices. Some landowners generate 
income by charging fees for admis¬ 
sion to public land. I can’t fault 
anyone for trying to generate extra 
income, but the fact is the land be¬ 
longs to the American people, and 
anyone denying us access to it is on 
the wrong side of the fence. 

What can we do? As always, the 
first step is raising public aware¬ 
ness about the issue. Look for an 
upcoming article in SOF exploring 
the entire issue. We’ll report on 
which organizations are fighting for 
your rights and how you can get in¬ 
volved in the effort. 

Today we’re spreading the word. 
Tomorrow, with your help, we’ll 
start opening gates and removing 
the fences that keep us off the lands 
we all own. ^ 
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THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 


AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE 


by Duncan Long 

Legendary reliability and classic design are the hallmarks of the Ruger 10/22 rifle and its 
forerunner, the .44 Magnum Carbine. Originally conceived merely as a practice companion 
for the .44 Carbine, the 10/22 is considerably cheaperto plink with than its centerfire brother. 
But the 10/22’s qualities have made ita success in its own right, one of the most popular .22 
rifles in the world. In this in-depth look at both weapons, noted firearms author Duncan Long 
details the elegant simplicity of the Ruger design, and offers specs, troubleshooting proce¬ 
dures, ammunition recommendations and a lengthy chapter on the myriad aftermarket acces¬ 
sories. This wealth of add-ons can transform the 10/22 into a lightweight camping gun, a 
compact survival rifle or even a quasi-assault rifle. This book has all you need to know to 
customize a weapon that is perfect for you. SVfc x 8V2, softcover, photos, illus., over 80 pp. 

$10.00 


DE OPPRESSO LIBER 
The Illustrated History of 
the U.S. Army Special Forces 

by Leroy Thompson 
"To liberate from oppression." The 
Green Beret motto reflects the goal 
of this elite fighting force and its tra¬ 
dition of honor, traced here from 
WW II to the eighties. Hundreds of 
rare and unusual photos highlight 
the men, the camps, the missions— 
the heart and soul of the Green 
Berets. 816 x 11, hardcover, 165 
photos, 152 pp. S24.95 
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MAKE MY DAY! 

Hayduke’s Best Revenge Techniques 
for the Punks in Your Life 

by George Hay duke 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George's 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you") fill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Day! is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 5% x 
816, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 


FIREARMS 

FOR 

SURVIVAL 



FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL 

by Duncan Long 

Cut through the manufacturers' 
hype and hot air of gun-shop com¬ 
mandos with the first complete book 
on this subject since 1976. Firearms 
expert Duncan Long rates the best 
guns for hunting, self-defense and 
combat, and shows how to avoid 
spending too much on firearms. 
Firearms for Survival is a book you 
may not be able to live without. 816 x 
11, softcover, 136 pp., 115 photos. 

$16.95 


STREETSWEEPERS 
The Complete Book of 
Combat Shotguns 

by Duncan Long 

Its deadly spray of massive fire¬ 
power makes the shotgun the 
choice weapon in close combat for 
the soldier and home owner alike. 
This newest, most comprehensive 
book covers every type of action, 
plus ammo, accessories and com¬ 
bat tactics. 816 x 11, softcover, 64 
photos, illus., appendices, 160 pp. 

$17.95 
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SWATTRAINING AND 
EMPLOYMENT 

by Steven Maffoon 
Your SWAT team can be the best, 
able to handle any tactical operation. 
With this manual, any unit can 
perfect its mission to serve and 
protect. From personnel selection 
and construction of training facili¬ 
ties to methods of forced entry, 
concealment, multistory-building 
operations, hostage rescue and 
leadership, this manual has it all. 816 
x 11, softcover, illus.. 152 pp. $14.00 


LEGAL 

HANDBOOK FOR 

SPECIAL 

AGENTS 


LEGAL HANDBOOK FOR 
SPECIAL AGENTS 

Find out how Special Agents deal in 
the lawless criminal world without 
crossing the line of legality them¬ 
selves. Here is the actual FBI hand¬ 
book used as a quick reference by 
agents on the street, reprinted for 
the Paladin reader. Know what these 
Agentscan andcannofdounderthe 
law—you never know when you 
might be unjustly accused. 516 x 616, 
softcover, 120 pp. $25.00 


THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH 
Forging Your Way to Perfection 

by Jim Hrisoulas 

Ever wanted a knife you could truly 
say is yours? Make it! Written by a 
master bladesmith, this book leads 
you to your own forge and along the 
path to the perfect blade. Whether 
you want a tanto, cable dagger, 
Damascus broadsword, or a simple 
high-carbon steel utility knife, it's all 
here. 816 x 11, hardcover, 58 photos, 
101 illus., 192 pp. $25.00 
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THE ECONOMIC GUERRILLA 
A Golden Opportunity Handbook 

by Mark T. Johnson 
Suffering from a devastating lack of 
money, have debts up to your ears, 
and don't know where to turn? 
Here’s the solution—become an 
Economic Guerrilla. It's a tough road 
to travel, but you’ll get out of your 
financial hole, and stay out. Master 
the arts of thrift, selfishness and 
scavenging, and unshackle your 
assets! 516 x 8!6, softcover, 88 pp. 

$8.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 816 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech¬ 
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. 816 x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 

in every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of thefamous Army 
Field Manual 31 -20. (All illustration sand everyone of the 535 
pages of vital info are included.) Whether you’re involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare, unconventional warfare or 
counterinsurgency ops, this manual covers what you need to 
know. Improvised weapons.intelligence, psychological ops, 
communications, logistics, survival, infiltration, Special 
Forces field maneuvers, demolition, raids and ambushes, 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered. 4x5, softcover, 
illus., glossary, index, 535 pp. $16.95 
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GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simpfe to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! 5% x 816, hard¬ 
cover, 192 pp. $16.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE 
JOB MARKET: HOW TO WIN 
THE JOB OF YOUR LIFE . $17.95 

MAKE ’EM PAY! ULTIMATE 
REVENGE TECHNIQUES FROM THE 

MASTER TRICKSTER.$16.95 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS: REVENGE 
TACTICS FOR ALL 

OCCASIONS. $16.95 

ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT 
IN THE HIGH-RISK JOB 
MARKET. ... $17.95 

CAREERS IN SECRET 
OPERATIONS: HOW TO BE 
A FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICER. .$8.95 


WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC 

SURVEILLANCE. . $10.95 

COVERT SURVEILLANCE AND 
ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION. ..$9.95 

CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION & 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE HB . $14.00 
SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 
HANDBOOK .... $16.95 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 

DISARMING THE ARMED 
ASSAILANT $12,00 

FIND ’EM FAST: A PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR’S 

WORKBOOK .. .$12.00 

RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS. $10.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 < 


— DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307-SBS 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 443-7250 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-351-1700; 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. Cali from anywhere in the U.S.A. 
Send $1.00 for 50 page CATALOG 
of over 300 titles. Catalog free with order. 


Please send me the following titles: 


i 


Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 


_ Please include 
$3.00 postage 
_and handling „ 


































THE NEW 9mm AUTOMATIC 
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More Than World Class, 
World’s Best 


While other firearms 
companies tell of their history, 
Ruger is making history with new 
design, new technology, quality 
control and extensive testing. 


The suggested retail price of $295.00 also 
makes history ($325.00 with a high impact, 
lockable case, including an extra magazine). 


STURM, RUGER & Company, Inc. 

123 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 


Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms are available upon request. 
Entire Cfrnlents £‘1967. Sturm, Ruger and Company, Inc. 

















M ossberg 

MISTAKES... 

Sirs: 

I have to point out a 
couple of technical 
errors in your article 
about the Mossberg 
M500 shotgun. In his 
article “Simply Reliable” 
in the December issue, 
Kevin Steele states that 
the M500 has a single 
action bar. I don’t know 
where he got his M500, 
but every one that I’ve 
seen, and owned, has 
dual bars. He later 
states that the M500 is 
not available with rifle 
sights — again this is 
untrue. 

Although I feel Mr. 
Steele should have 
done a little more 
homework before 
writing his article, I did 
enjoy the piece, because 
too many people write 
the Mossberg off as 
“just another cheapie.” 
That’s because they 
don’t know the 
difference between 
cheap and inexpensive. 
Neil Foster 
Lancaster, 
California 

Kevin E. Steele, now 
a features editor with 
Guns & Ammo 
magazine, has this reply: 
“I’d like to apologize to 
readers of SOF and also 
Mossberg for several 
errors that appeared in 
my article Simply 
Reliable . ’ Fm 
particularly embarrassed 
since Fm fully aware of 
the correct information 
regarding the M500’s 
twin operating bars and 
the availability of 
rifle-sighted barrels . / 
can't say how or why 
the incorrect information 
got into the piece, but I 
was obviously suffering 
from a lack of 
consciousness when I 
penned it Though it's 
true that these things 
happen at times, it does 
little to assuage my 
guilt ” 



FLAK 



B OOS FOR 

THE BRADLEY... 

Sirs: 

It’s about time an important 
source of information like SOF 
brought the Bradley IFV to public 
scrutiny. This ultra-expensive 
albatross fails in almost all its 
designated missions even after the 
Pentagon has changed them time 
after time. 

The M113A3, with its more 
powerful Allison 275-horsepower 
engine, could easily be fitted with a 
turret and chain gun at far less 
expense and can be equipped with 
bolt-on, spaced laminate armor. 
Most importantly, the M113A3 will 
carry a full 11-man squad. 

One could also question why the 
Army chose a 30mm gun for the 
AH-64A Apache and a 25mm gun 
for the Bradley. We shouldn’t be 
creating logistics nightmares, we 
should be working to avoid them. 
Royce Scott 
Deer Park, Texas 


O UR AIM 

ISN'T TRUE?... 

Sirs: 

As an SOF fan I was quite disappointed with your 
article “Showdown at Wounded Knee” [SOF, 
October ’87]. 

Your articles give high praise to the mujahideen 
and contras for fighting communism, but when real 
Americans stand up for their beliefs you refer to 
them as anarchists and link them to communism 
and Khadaffi. 

Being outcasts in their own country is the Indians’ 
only sin. 

Douglas Rangel 
Long Beach, California 

Most participants in AIM activities were merely 
looking for some excitement, something to do. 
Reservation life is exceedingly boring. The 
serious-minded activists were malcontents and 
criminals but few in number and they did try to get 
help from the communists. Traditional Indians 
avoided AIM because it violated spiritual traditions. 
Had AIM not occupied the church and tipped the 
flag upside down, many traditional people would 
have gone to Wounded Knee out of sympathy 
for AIM. 

Your article on Wounded Knee was quite 
accurate. It is nice to have whites write truthfully 
about us Indians. We were the most formidable 
opponents the United States ever had and ever will 
have. Once peace was established, Indians always 
volunteered to fight for the United States in large 
numbers during the wars and we always will. Lastly, 
the old-time religion is still practiced by many 
Indians, and there were many instances of psychic 
phenomena witnessed by both sides at Wounded 
Knee. But you won’t find it in any official 
documentation. I know — I was there. 

Ernie Red Bear 
Louisville, Kentucky 


S MALL ARMS 

TODAY WANTS YOU... 

Sirs: 

I would like to solicit help from 
your readers in updating the Small 
Arms Today data base of small 
caliber weapons currently used by 
armed forces around the world. 

Since Small Arms Today was first 
published in 1986, we have been 
continuously adding substantial new 
information about national 
inventories to a computer data base. 
In addition, we have begun to 
record data regarding the small arms 
used by police forces, paramilitary 
forces and anti-government forces. 
Small Arms Today is presently the 
only such data base for the basic 
weapons of the infantry man. 

Unfortunately we are limited by 
the availability of reliable data. I 
believe that SOF readers can help us 
spot and identify the types of 
weapons being used and thus add to 
or confirm the data in our computer 
files. I can provide the latest updated 
pages for specific countries to 
interested individuals. Any readers 
interested in assisting us can contact 
me as follows: Dr. Ed Ezell, AFHD/ 
NMAH, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, DC 20560. 

Edward C. Ezell, Supervisory 
Curator 

Division of Armed Forces 
History 

Continued on page 8 
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June and July 1! 


ik-: 


" WA LTER 1.BO YNE 
STEVEN LTHOMPSON 


THE FINAL HOURS 

Johannes Stetnhoff 


MARINE AIR 

_FIRST TO FIGHT_ 


[ANOS 


ifhv 

' ilw.imvrictm 
MilitaryWin 


The suwv 

“SSSSV 

0 rSSwJ2 tl 


Gettysburg 

Campaign 


2253 $17.95 


Guadalcanal: 

Starvation 

Island 

by 

Eric Hammel 


KOREA 


ONEBUGLE 
NO DRUMS 


4226 $17.95 1495 $19.95 
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^WARFARES' 

CLASSICAL 
f** WORLD 


Last Days 
of the Third 

Reich 


iennethmacksTy 


Tkhmmct 


• William Brew 


PLATOON 

LEADER 


OntlSTOPHBR [XBSTA. AW i 
JOflNWUiR 

THE DAY THEY 

ALMOST 


Devil 

boats 


THE ALLIED WAR IN 
RUSSIA 1918-1920 


UA4HH 

RICE PADDY 

GRUNT 


FIGHTING 

FIT 


0ausdwti 


SURRENDER 
& SURVIVAL 


V#nly a powerful few knew what was really happening during 
World War II. For countless others the trenches, beaches and air 


The Israel Defense Forces 


E BARTLETT KERR 


raids made the war just as personal — yet far more deadly. 3111 $ 18.95 1776 spec. ed. 10349 $ 7.99 loss $ 17.95 


The Military Book Club gives you the war from all 
perspectives. From the front lines in Europe and the 
Pacific...to behind the scenes in Washington and 
Berlin. You get “insider” stories, rare photographs 
and more. Battles fought on land, sea and air. Join the 
Military Book Club. And see war as only a few have. 



T HITLER’S 
i TEUTONIC 
3 KNHiHTS 


SSPahzers in action 


INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETS 

The First Thirty tors 


3806 $15.95 2634 $19.95 1438 $24.95 4259 $18.95 1206 $16.95 


Take any 4 books for 98<fc membership. 




Here’s how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for only 98<P plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
WWII MAPS when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once ac¬ 
cepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our ex¬ 
pense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations 
ana maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions 
(sometimes altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 
30% off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is 
added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates, in addition, up to 4 times 
a year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off pub¬ 
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Sefection(s), do nothing—shipment will 
be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate 
this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 jy/g FULL 

days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted COLOR 

Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 24 W," * IQ" WW II MAPS 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular ” JL _ 
low Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchas- FREE 

ing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 1 .. 

y y with membership 



Club editions save you up to 30% off publisher’s edition prices quoted above. 


tSoft cover ★ Explicit sex, violence and/or language 

[MUitary Book Club®" 

' Garden City, NY 11535 

Yes, please accept my membership application and: 

boxes below, plus my FREE WW II MAPS. Bill me only 98« plus shipping and handling for 
the 4 books. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need 
buy just 4 more books at regular tow Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 4 selections, I may return the 
books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep my FREE MAPS. 


d send me the 4 books marked in the 






Me 

Mrs 






CT-701 

mL 

Address 


(please print) 

AoL No. 


Citv 





7in 


If under 10. oarent must sian. 

Members accepted in U.S.A, and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 

Canada where offer is slightly different. 

67-M095 
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S MOKED BY 
L/FE?... 

Sirs: 

Looks like you guys got 
“smoked” by Life magazine. Their 
November ’87 issue has a 
smuggled-out photo of a live POW 
on page 119. I thought SOF was 
taking point when it came to 
liberating our POWs? 

Have faith though, they are 
having trouble identifying him. 
Maybe one of your readers can 
help. By the way, did you ever get 
an ID on the downed pilots in the 
June ’87 issue? 

J.A. Salvato 
Houston, Texas 

Whether SOF was “smoked” on 
the POW/MIA beat by Life 's 
publication of the “Roly” photo or 
whether Life was had when it 
published if only time will tell Since 
1981 we've looked at perhaps a 
dozen “POW in Laos” photos . Like 
the “Roly” photo, most show a 
round-eye standing in the jungle, 
generally looking down or away 
from the camera. The problem is, 
the jungle looks pretty much the 
same on both the Thai and Laotian 
sides of the Mekong. And as the Life 
article pointed out, opinion is split as 
to whether the “Roly” in the photo 
bears any resemblance to the 
Charles Rowley who's missing. Most 
of the “POW” photos we've seen 
actually turned out to have been 
made in the 1960s or early 1970s 
and, with one exception, the 
individuals have been accounted for. 
Others were obvious fakes. I once 
watched a professional POW scam 
artist passing off a POW photo taken 
in 1961 as recent When dealing 
with POW photos, we always start 
by asking: “Who took the photo? 
When? Where? How? And for what 
purpose?” 

We still don't know who the 
downed pilots are. 



C HEM WAR 
IN BURMA... 

Sirs: 

As a frequent denizen of the Burma frontier, I 
found SOF’s December ’87 coverage of the war 
there superb. Bruce Siegel and the inimitable Jake 
Border both provided lucid, candid examinations of 
major aspects of a complex conflict. The frontier 
peoples’ 40-year struggle for freedom is largely 
unknown to the outside world. The Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma’s severe human 
rights abuses continue unprotested and there is little 
relief aid for the victims. 

Concerned Americans can help by writing their 
congressman to demand an end to the aid program 
which gives Burma 2,4-D herbicide. It’s supposed to 
be an anti-narcotics program but has not decreased 
Burma’s opium production one ounce. Burma uses 
2,4-D (an Agent Orange ingredient) to clear out 
“security risk” tribals. The frontier tribes were 
valiant warriors for the Allies in WWII — remember 
Wingate’s Chindits and Merrill’s Marauders? Now 
they are fighting for their survival. They helped us. 
Help them. Write. 

Edith T. Mirante 
Cranford, New Jersey 


P 





“Watch out for American retaliation... ships, planes, 
or anyone trying to sell ua stock... 


M ore 

ILL-GOTTEN 
FAME FOR 
HANOI JANE... 

Sirs: 

My wife and I felt 
your readers should 
know what Woman's 
Day has done. In their 
October 27, 1987 issue 
they ran an article titled 
“50 Who Changed Our 
Lives.” In this list they 
included Hanoi Jane 
Fonda “for combining 
acting and political 
activism and obviously 
caring a lot about both, 
and for helping us all to 
go for the burn.” 

Our country’s women 
continue to honor this 
anti-American bitch with 
awards and by 
purchasing her clothing, 
videos and movie 
tickets. Why hasn’t our 
country convicted her of 
treason at the very 
least? 

You should write and 
express your views to 
Woman's Day about 
Hanoi Jane: Woman's 
Day, Attn: Managing 
Editor, CBS Magazines, 
1515 Broadway, New 
York, NY 10036. 

Gary Olson 
Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 


LETTERS 

Your input has 
made FLAK one of 
SOF’s most popular 
columns. We want to 
know what you think 
— about SOF or any 
other subject you 
consider worth our 
readers' attention. If 
you'd like to see your 
letter in print the way 
you wrote it, keep it 
brief and to the point. 
Send letters to FLAK, 
do SOF, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. ^ 
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HI-TECH SHORT WA VE RADIO 


Receives LW, MW,SW, and FM bands. Quartz frequency synthesis 
design. 10-key direct access tuning. 10-memory presets or scan 
tuning. Built-in quartz clock with alarm. 7X4%X1V£". Weighs 1 lb. 5 
ozs. with 4 “AA” batteries (sold separately below). Complete with 
belt hattery pack for longer play (holds 4 “C” batteries sold 
separately below), long wire antenna and connector, earphone, SW 
handbook, and carry case. Impressive power, sound, and reception. 


SFB07-4061 . $299.95 

SFB08-0643 2 A A Batteries.$1.95 

SFB08-0644 Two C Batteries .$2.49 


TACTICAL SHA VER 

Ready when time is short and water isn’t 
accessible or must be saved. Move the head 
outward and it’s on; inward and it’s off, 
2HX2V6X IW*. Includes vinyl case. Uses two AA 
batteries (sold separately below). 

SFB05-1578 ... 

SFB05-1577 Extra Blade Unit. 

SFB08-0643 AA Batteries (2 Pack) 



.$9.99 

.$2.49 

.$1.95 


, ,, U.S. CAVALRY FOR 

SURVIVAL WlBESimYl 




1 V 

“ -t . 


w 


AFRICAN MERC 
COMBAT MANUAL 

Written by a soldier of fortune. Covers oper¬ 
ations of commando units, pseudo-terrorism 
gangs, tracking, booby traps, ambushes, COIN 
warfare, intelligence, emergency signals,inter¬ 
rogation, bush movement, bow the law regards 
mercenaries, and much much more. 8WX11", 
soft cover, illustrations. 208 pages. 
SFB07-2375. .$15.95 



ADVENTURER'S BULL WHIP 

In the trained hand, it’s a tool for reaching 
objects, a weapon for protection, or intimidation 
to large animals. Perfectly balanced 8-plait 
tapered top-grain latigo leather. Controlled by 
a covered revolving steel handle. 10'. Used by 
cattlemen, survivalists,and adventurers. Amer¬ 
ican made. Wear eye protection while using. 
SFB07-2192.$49.95 




ORDER YOUR 132 PAGE COLOR CATALOG RELOW 


COMMANDO WIRE CUTTERS 

Swiss manufactured. Cuts all wire, cable, mili¬ 
tary style concertina wire, and razor tape, as 
well as barbed wire. Tempered jaws. Spring- 
loaded handles lock down for storage. 7 1 /2X2Vfe". 
Weighs 10 ounces. Cases sold below. 
SFB07-2200. $31.95 

PROPEX CANVAS CASE 

Velcro® flap closure and belt loop. ALICE clips 
not included, but may be used. 

SFB07-2198 Woodland Camo.$5.95 

SFB07-2199 Black .$5.95 


SLEEVE KNIFED 

Easy to tuck up your sleeve to be undetected. 
Not a toy. Rubber covered grip large enough 
for deploying the 2 3 4" blade. Nylon sheath 
fits your belt or can strap to your arm or leg. 
SFB07-2159.$14.95 


HE ADOVER 

Developed by the 
S.A.S. elite British 
forces. Made of fleece 
brushed heavyweight 
polypropylene. Worn 
three ways - as a hat, 
neck gaiter, or hood 
style. Black. One size 
fits all. Made in the 
U.S.A. 

SFB08-1034., $7.95 

WR / STOVER 

Developed by the Brit¬ 
ish. 100% polypropy¬ 
lene. Covers thin-skinned wrist area where 
heat carrying blood vessels run close to the 
surface. Keeps hands warmer and fingers free 
to work. Wear under mittens or gloves. Black. 
One size fits all. Made in the U.S.A. 
SFB04-1036.$5.95 



Defense instrument conceals a sharp surprise. Unopened it looks and 
functions like a heavy-duty 8" metal billy club or Kubaton® device. But 
when the situation calls for it, the top twists off to reveal your extra 
edge — an 11" knife (3 5 /ig" blade). Black carbon steel with parkerized 


blade. Sure-grip handle. Complete with lanyard. 

SFB07-1944 ... ..$19.95 

SFB07-1947 Key Chain Version - 4" (not shown) ...$9.95 



FT LEWIS "GO-DEVILS " BOOT 

Developed by the 3rd Bn, 60th Infantry at Ft. Lewis, 
Washington. All-weather featuring a full sock water¬ 
proof Gore-Tex® lining, cushion insole and padded 
tongue. 10" tall. All black leather. Regular or wide 
widths in sizes 7 -IOV 2 ", 11,12, and 13. Made in the U.S.A. 
SFB03-1023 .$149.95 


CHARGE CARD ORDERS 

TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 020-0171 

IN KENTUCKY CALL 

502 / 351-1104 


ff.s. cmsr^ 

WORLD S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


DEPT. SOF , 1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD. RADCLIFF. KY40160 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1 800 626-6171 In Kentucky Call (502) 351-1164 


QTY. 

ITEM NO. 

NAME OF ITEM 

SIZE 

COLOR 

PRICE EA. 

TOTAL 
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□ VH At>t>1NC, S3.00 fPC A Cl/CCgAiT CAJAtOQ ► 


Pay By. Check, Money Order or: 




4-Canadian Surface Mail-Additional S4 50 
* International Surface Mail-Additional SB 50 


SUBTOTAL ► 

"Shipping & Handling ► 
KY Residents Add 5% Sales Tax ^ 

TOTAL ► 


$ 4 
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Name: _ 
Address: 
State:_ 


Zip;. 


Phone: { 


. City: . 
) — 


Charge Card No.: 

Issuing Bank: _ 

Expir. Date:_ 


. Signature: . 


SOF 


PRICES GOOD THROUGH AUGUST 31st. 1988 






















































B anning 

IN BAVARIA?... 

In a rather rambling 
letter we recently 
received from the 
Bavarian Department of 
Youth, we were 
informed that SOF is 
now on its list of 
publications they 
consider “damaging to 
German youth.” 

Uh huh. 

According to 
Bavaria’s Big Brother, 
SOF “idolizes a 
primitive fascist, 
outdated ‘macho’ image 
as characterized by 
hardness, strength of 
nerve, aggressiveness, 
unwillingness to 
compromise.... All 
characteristics that in 
our modem society no 
longer meet with 
acceptance.” Uh huh. 

“On these grounds 
we base our decision 
that ‘Soldier of Fortune’ 
idolizes and promotes 
armed conflict and 
war.... That is why we 
feel it necessary to place 
it on the list of 
publications youths are 
prohibited to purchase.” 
Uh huh. 


T O THE NORTH 
POLE WITH 
PUBLISHER 
ROBERT K. 
BROWN?... 

Join RKB and 
adventurer Jack 
Wheeler on an eight- 
day trip to the North 
Pole, 23-30 April 1988. 
For further info, write 
North Pole, do SOF, 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 





OVING 

THE GOODS... 


In October 1987, our Refugee Relief 
International, Inc., paid out $2,513.38, which 
represents the cost of moving medical and refugee 
supplies worth $388,422 to Central America as part 
of an ongoing program which provides medical help 
for internal refugees in Guatemala. Every RRII 
dollar spent moved a bit more than $154 worth of 
medical and relief supplies. Even your stockbroker 
would admit that’s a highly leveraged investment, 
but a lot more needs to be done. Donations are 
tax-deductible and should be sent to: Refugee Relief 
International, Inc., PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 


S OF EASY 

MEDIA PREY?... 

Whenever some deranged goon with a bit of 
camouflage and a weapon decides to play avenging 
angel, the press (guardians of their right to sell 
papers and make big bucks) usually tries to find 
some connection to SOF. 

Take the case of Michael Ryan, a haywire Brit 
who last year slaughtered 16 of his fellow man in 
what’s been termed the U.K. Hungerford massacre. 
Our U.K. correspondent tells us that SOF took a 
beating in their press, although as it turns out, 
Ryan’s thoughts were more attuned to the 10th 
dimension than to Third World wars. 

According to London’s Sunday Mail, Ryan was 
involved in a mail-order game-playing scenario called 
Further Into Fantasy, a spin-off of Dungeons and 
Dragons in which players assume make-believe 
identities and battle their way through fairy tale . . . 
well, dungeons and dragons. Ryan, as Phodius Tei, an 
evil high priest, took make-believe into the land of 
reality when he received instructions to “kill [his] fellow 
Terrans.” Terrans or no, 16 people paid the price for 
living on Ryan’s fantasy island — with nary an SOF 
in sight. 


M uammar 

STRIKES BACK... 

We’ve been keeping a close eye 
on the Chad-Libya confrontation 
these past few months, and word 
comes to us that Khadaffi is none 
too happy with the way his own 
forces are handling the war — 
they’re getting beaten most of the 
time. So, as most beleaguered 
warlords do in times like these, he’s 
started hiring mercenaries. Reports 
say Libyan political outposts around 
the world have recruited hundreds 
of Druze veterans of Lebanon along 
with Palestinians who are willing to 
fight Libya’s southern neighbor for 
$1,000 a month. A few pilots have 
also taken Muammar up on his offer 
of $10,000 a month plus bonuses 
for targets destroyed. 

We don’t think it’ll do him much 
good. The Chadians, trained by 
French advisers, have shown they 
can take anything Libya throws their 
way — and return it in kind. 


L ibya doth 
protest. .. 

And speaking of the north African 
blight, SOF reader Richard A. 
Sheridan passed this item along 
from Cairo, Egypt, where he saw it 
in The Egyptian Gazette. Seems 
Libya condemned the United States 
for sending trained dolphins into the 
Persian Gulf to help stop enemy 
frogmen from attacking American 
warships pulling escort duties. A 
monitored Libyan news report called 
on SPCAs around the world to 
organize protest campaigns against 
the “dolphin annihilation by 
American imperialists.” 

From the people who brought you 
worldwide terrorism, we now have 
“The Friends of Flipper Society.” It’s 
enough to make you give up sushi. 


S OF 

LISTENS... 

Have your reader surveys had an 
impact on us? You bet! Although 
we’re still compiling and analyzing 
your surveys, we’re already making 
changes that you’ve told us you 
want to see. Beginning this issue, 
we’ll be alternating some of our 
columns and departments on a 

Continued on page 12 
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THE DUTCHMAN 


USE COUPON 
BELOW OR 
CALL TOLL FREE 


1 - 800 - 821-5157 


SOUND DETECTORS 


DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 5000 
TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

$148 

Postpaid 



The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain, sounds leap across blocks and 
streets.. Guards are using VanSleek In prison 
yards to listen to convicts: The range of uses 
of the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and 
satisfaction is over-whelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products... utilizes a built-in 3 W' parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously only 
found on larger; more expensive units. 
Convenient size, small enough for use in tight 
places. Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state 
circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-light batteries for 
increased amplitude. $148.00 postpaid and 
worth it! 

BIONIC EAR 




INCREDIBLE NIGHT VISION 


k A d 


PHONE 


Lets You See Them... 

But They Can’t See You 
AN/PAS-5 INFRARED 
GOGGLES 

Used by U.S. forces in Viet 
Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and 
counter-terrorist campaigns. 

Direct from Israeli storerooms and 
operation ready. 

Now you can see them.. .but they aaao 

can’t see you! Blend into the night, SuwO 

virtually invisible while your IR goggles POQTPAin 

turn night into day. The ultimate in ruoi rAiu 

high-tech. Ideal for surveillance, hunting, war games, police, survival settings, home 
security, urban patrolling. 

Designed for “hands free” operation. Fit snug on head. Weigh about 11-oz. Here’s 
what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 IR goggle binoculars 2) built-in close-up lens assembly 3) 
light restriction caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact carrying 
case 7) 4V2” super concave IR filter 8) 100,000 candlepower Blue Streak Rescue Light 
(light source) 9) adjusting head strap assembly. Additional batteries $5.00 each, 1-3/4" 
IR filter $9.00, 5-3/8” IR filter $16.00, 4Mt" concave IR filter $16.00. 

Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your chance for just $398.00 to own 
a sophisticated IR system complete with everything you need for operation — goggles, 
light source, filter and more. Sorry, at these prices NO credit cards or COD; money 
orders and cashiers checks ONLY for this item. 


Replace Ma Bell with the Duck that talks — the 
original QUACK Phone. Amaze your pals — pick 
up your Duck and dial! This colorful two-piece 
wood decoy has a full feature tone/pulse/redial 
phone built into its body. When the phone rings... 
err, QUACKS, the duck’s LED eyes light up, too. 
The QUACK Phone is handcrafted and painted in 
bright duck colors. It’s a lot more attractive than 
your standard phone and a conversation piece to 
boot! FCC approved and discount long distance 
service compatible. Order QU2 for just $79.95 


BOMBER JACKET 



OUR PRICE $68 POSTPAID. 

Sound shut-off circuit and tape jack 
standard. Optional booster increases 
pickup 37%, $39 postpaid. SAVE, buy 
the Combo Pak for $98 postpaid. 

SOUNDBUSTERS 

| | POSTPAID 

I 


SHOOTER'S EAR™ 

Praised by SWAT teams/police, serious 
shooters & sportsmen. 3 in 1 ELECTRONIC 
hearing: Sound Amplifier, Sound 
Suppressor & Top Quality Ear Muffs. Stereo 
operation. “Off’ gives conventional ear 
muffs. “On” lets two sensitive, powerful 
microphones in each muff detect low level 
sounds and AMPLIFY to normal hearing 
level; loud noises are SUPPRESSED to 
acceptable levels. Volume control knob for 
precise pickup. Powered by 9v battery, is 
lightweight and has one year warranty. 
$148.00 postpaid. ; 


You Need The 

BUG BOX ^ 

For Telephone 
Privacy 

Assure complete telephone privacy with 
this telephone tap detector. It’s the only 
device of its kind that prevents same-line 
eavesdropping PLUS notifies you of 
unauthorized intrusion onto your line. While 
most tap-detectors must screw into your 
phone’s mouthpiece, the BUG BOX is totally 
independent: plug your modular phone into 
tiny (3” x 2” x 1") BUG BOX, then plug BUG 
BOX into the wall jack. Now you’ve got 
TOTAL privacy — BUG BOX’S red indicator 
light lets you know if someone is 
eavesdropping AND if someone has 
intentionally (or unintentionally) tapped 
your lines inside or outside the house. 
BONUS: Attach BUG BOX to every phone 
in your house, then you, AND ONLY YOU, 
can access the phone. BUG BOX not only 
tells you if someone else is on the line, it 
KEEPS THEM OFF with its Privacy Shut-out 
Circuit. THEY CANT LISTEN IN EVEN IF 
THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its red indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come “on line”; buy as 
many BUG BOX’S as you have phones, and 
have it both ways — total Privacy Shut-out 
plus visible red light indicators. NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 
postpaid, and each additional unit for 
$30.00 each. 


TEAR GAS 


SMITH & WESSON 

MACE® - 

Don't mistake MACE with / * 

lesser tear gas aerosols. f 

Chemical MACE delivers a / 

potent punch of highly l 

purified CN tear gas to 

incapacitate an assailant 

allowing you plenty of time to 

get away. MK-V1 unit comes 

in individual gun’like case 

with real trigger action. 

Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation and 
sure action; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. Fires 
about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for $1450 and 
SAVE by ordering six for $60.00. i 


PORTABLE ELECTRONIC 
PERIMETER ALARM IW F 




AUTOMATICALLY senses any movement In its 
path. Now you’ve got a PORTABLE SECURITY 
DEVICE that’s sensitive enough to detect any 
person or object moving past it. Upon sensing 
movement a piercing 90db alarm sounds 
instantaneously. Use it to guard your perimeter, 
or for easy set-up security when camping, 
boating, or guarding your home or office. 
Applications are endless — you can even use 
this alarm to announce guests. The Electronic 
Perimeter Alarm is super sensitive thanks to a 
specially designed sleeve that gives it a narrow 
field of view for pinpoint detection. The unit has 
a 360° swivel head so you can mount it on walls 
or ceilings, as well as any flat surface. Solid 
state and powered by an inexpensive 9v battery. 
Small and easily moved from site to site, and 
priced right for just $32.50 postpaid. Order this 
little jewel and never worry about your backside 
again! 


W NOVA XR5000 
Mm $63 POSTPAID 

50,000 VOLTS! 

HP& The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun 
can p ro tect you from attackers, 

STUN GUN will instantly “scramble” attacker’s 
nervous system causing immediate 
(temporary) paralysis! By simply touching 
your attacker anywhere, he will drop helpless 
even through many layers of clothing. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires a 9 volt 
nicad battery and charger $16.00. The Nova 
is sold with a leather holster for $63.00 
postpaid. This is the authentic American 
made product. 


For just $46.00 because it’s made of 
„ . all THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 

\i iI# WWll Bomber Jacket for the 
fggjf Aviator/Racer look. Made of Dura- 
Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
you to tell it from the real thing. 
This is your chance to pick up the honest took today 
at a very reasonable price. Check out these features; 
heavy duty Brass zippers; horizontal (zippered) and 
vertical front pockets; zippered left sleeve utility 
pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs and waistband; heavy 
weight pile collar; stylish epaulettes on each shoulder; 
inside storm flap for wind resistance; 100% nylon 
lining; 8-ounces polyester body fill for warmth that 
doesn’t weigh you down. This is a jacket taking 
America by Storm, .don’t miss out. Order yours 
today for just $46.00 plus $3.00 shipping. Specify 
XS (30-32), S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44), XL (46) 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK or 
BROWN. 

~cMrge card orders 

Toll Free 800-821-5157 
mmm In Missouri 816-221*3581 
we ship ups ;■» Jmm 

Please provide street address 

MAIL IN ORDERS 

Send check or money order to the 
address below: 

The Dutchman 

Dept. 288 j 

P.O. Box 12548 1 

Overland Park, KS 66212 a 






TOTAL 
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monthly basis. Adventure 
Quartermaster and In Review will 
trade billets each month, as will 
Battle Blades and Full Auto. FLAK, 
Bulletin Board, I Was There and 
Combat Weaponcraft (departments 
and columns which you rated 
highest) will continue to stand 
muster each month. We’ve also 
added, in response to your 
suggestions, a new department 
called Parting Shot, found on the 
last page. PS will feature guest 
editorials and commentary 
applicable to Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine or photos that deserve a 
place in our TO&E. If you want to 
take a shot at writing for Parting 
Shot, submit your 1,300-word 
manuscript to SOF, Attn: 
Editorial/Parting Shot, PO Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. All submissions 
should be typewritten and 
double-spaced. Payment will be 
based upon current rates, and 
manuscripts accepted are subject to 
editing and revision as deemed 
necessary by our editorial staff. 


M alongo 

SHOOT-OUT... 

As most SOF readers know, 
Chevron-Gulf Corporation has been 
busily pumping crude out of the 
Angolan exclave of Cabinda in 
southwestern Africa, profits from 
which help the Angolan communist 
MPLA government finance Cuban 
mercenaries in their fight against 
Jonas Savimbi’s pro-Western UNITA 
movement. 

Word comes to us that CG’s main 
terminal at Malongo in Cabinda is 
not the safest place in the world to 
buzz around in helicopters. Angolan 
government FAPLA troops, tasked 
with guarding Malongo from the 
likes of South African and UNITA 
raiders, take air defense seriously — 
but not too selectively. 

Recently, an Angolan military 
helicopter carrying four people, 
including a Portuguese and a 
Frenchman, had permission to fly 
Malongo’s perimeter to scout 
locations for TV transmitting towers. 
FAPLA troops along the fence 
reckoned their airspace was being 
violated (no matter by their own 
people) and shot it down anyway. 
The official finding? You guessed it: 
mechanical problems — even 
though the chopper was stitched 
with bullet holes. 

“Get to know us. You won’t 
regret it,” reads an Angolan airlines 
poster. How about, “Get close to us. 
You won’t live through it,” instead? 


G oodbye 

LUCY’S... 

Old soldiers, professional adventurers and 
Southeast Asia hands will be sorry to hear that 
Lucy’s Tiger Den, Bangkok’s cosmopolitan watering 
hole run by A.J. “Tiger” Rydberg since 1971, is 
closing up. Lucy’s became the gathering point for 
thousands of GIs on R&R from Vietnam, 
construction and oil workers from across SEA, as 
well as assorted meres, journalists and spooks. As 
SOF staffers can attest, Lucy’s also served as an 
ad hoc post locator; if you needed to find someone, 
Lucy’s was the place to ask. 

Rydberg said lack of business forced the closing, 
but he plans to open up a new pub in Manila, PI, 
sometime this year. We’ll see you there. 



P RODUCT 
WARNING... 

Smith & Wesson, one of the world’s most 
respected firearms manufacturers, has issued the 
following warning based upon reports received from 
the field where the combination of a Smith & 
Wesson L-frame .357 Magnum revolver and some 
.357 Magnum ammunition has resulted in 
unacceptable cylinder binding: 

“In a situation where a failure to fire can be 
critical — such as law enforcement or personal 
protection — do not use .357 Magnum ammunition 
with an L-frame revolver bearing model numbers 
581, 586, 681, 686 or 581-1, 681-1, 686CS-1 
without an ‘M’ over the model number until you 
have had the revolver modified.” 

Smith & Wesson will modify your L-frame 
revolver free of charge to eliminate the possibility of 
cylinder binding with .357 Magnum ammunition. 
Further information and locations of S&W’s 
Warranty Service Centers can be obtained by 
calling toll-free 1-800-458-8469 between 9 am and 
6 pm (Eastern), Monday through Friday (in 
Massachusetts, call collect 413-734-8244). If the 
lines are busy, keep trying. 

We salute Smith & Wesson for putting this 
information out to the public. It may save lives, and 
that’s what counts. 


M 


EDICS 
NEEDED... 

A medical 


organization operating in 
Pakistan training 
mujahideen paramedics 
is in need of trainers. 
Former Special Forces 
medics and those with 
similar skills are 
preferred. Emergency 
room doctors, surgeons, 
emergency medical 
technicians and nurses 
experienced in trauma 
are also needed. This is 
a seven-month contract 
with a small stipend, 
room and board, and 
airfare provided. 
Hand-write a cover 
letter explaining your 
interest in this operation 
and provide a detailed 
resume along with 
current references. 

Direct this information 
to MEDIC, do Soldier 
of Fortune, PO Box 
693, Boulder, CO 
80306. No phone calls, 
please. You’ll be 
contacted if you meet 
the requirements. 


H onor 
roll. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Lee Koslowski, ILT 
Howard C.H. Feng, Rusty 
Le Donne, William Forbis, 
Edward A. Love, Adolph 
Hartmann Jr. 

Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

Customers of GI Supply 
#1, Customers of GI 
Supply #2, MWS. 

Our heartfelt thanks go 
out to these people and 
the numerous other 
donors who requested 
their names not be 
printed. ^ 
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Proudly Presenting.. - 




highly sought after due to the unit honored, the 
famous maker, and the low edition limit. 

A Battleworthy Fighting Knife 

This is a beautiful, yet battleworthy. Model 
No. 4 Fighting Knife. Benchmade by the Ek 
Commando Knife Co., it is one of the strongest 
knives in the world because it is made with more 
steel than any other knife of its type and size— 
with a full-length, full-width tang which extends 
W beyond the grips to form the distinctive Ek 
"Skull Crusher" butt. It is made in America. 

The unique Ek "Handprint" grips are per¬ 
fectly contoured to fit the thumb and the ball of 
the hand, for maximum thrusting power. The 
Commemorative grips are shaped from rugged, 
jungle green hardwood laminates—representa¬ 
tive of the famous green beret. 

24-Karat Gold Plating 

The scene of an A-Team firefight is deeply 
etched along the full length of the 6%" blade, 
which is bench made of HCS1716 high carbon 
stainless steel. Even the extended butt is elabo¬ 
rately etched. To highlight this pattern, the etched 
areas are plated with genuine 24-karat gold. The 
Special Forces crest and motto are proudly etched 
in the center and plated with 24-karat gold. 

Lathe-turned X-head lugs affix the grips and 
make them removable. Custom made of solid 
brass, these lugs and the crossguard are plated 
with 24-karat gold. 

A mahogany display case (14" x 5* X 1%") is 
also available. Easily wall mounted, the sliding 
acrylic glass lid protects your investment from 
dust and unauthorized handling. 

First Option; No Obligation 

You are also guaranteed first option, without 
obligation, to reserve subsequent knives in "The 
American Elite Forces Fighting Knife Collec¬ 
tion," one at a time, in the months ahead. This 
way, if you wish, you can conveniently own a 
complete set of six different knives with match¬ 
ing serial numbers, one knife at a time. 

This is available exclusively from The Amer- 

©AHF1987 


T hey're a special breed. Some of the tough¬ 
est men in the world. Hand-picked volun¬ 
teers. 

With Special weapons. Special tactics. Spe¬ 
cial training. They are America's "Green Be¬ 
rets"—US. Army Special Forces. 

Recently Special Forces was designated as a 
separate branch of the U.S. Army. Now, to mark 
that special designation. The American Histori¬ 
cal Foundation is proud to issue the world's first 
Special Forces Commemorative Fighting Knife. 

Founder Of Special Forces 
Presents No. 1 To Museum 

Special Forces was founded at Fort Bragg by 
Colonel Aaron Bank. Colonel Bank returned 
there to announce this important project and to 
present Serial No, 1 to the Army's Special War¬ 
fare Museum, where it is proudly displayed. 

Now a limited number of Special Forces ve¬ 
terans, collectors and patriotic Americans can 
own the Special Forces Commemorative Fighting 
Knife. Only 2,500 are being made. The limited 
edition serial number is engraved on the blade 
shoulder and inscribed on the accompanying 
Certificate of Authenticity. This is the first Spe¬ 
cial Forces commemorative ever made. 

This is a deluxe, collector edition of the 
famous Ek Commando Knife—the leading pri¬ 
vate-purchase military fighting knife in Ameri¬ 
can history, having been proven in combat in 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam—and the knife 
of choice of many Green Berets. 

But over the years, most Ek Commando 
Knives were available only to active-duty mili¬ 
tary men—which means they are few and far 
between. Collectors agree it is destined to be 


Daytime Telephone ( ___)....... 

For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration dale and signature. Vigmia residents add tax.. 


"An Important tribute 
to Special Forces" 
Colonel Aaron Bank, 
Founder, U.S. Special Forces 
and Author: "from OSS to 
the Green Berets ." 


Address 


ican Historical Foundation. To reserve, call toll 
free, use the reservation or personally visit our 
historic Headquarters and Museum, "Columbia- 
Camp Casey," built in 1817. Satisfaction is guar¬ 
anteed, or return in one month for a full refund. 
For an additional $19, your name, service num¬ 
ber, etc. will be engraved on the blade reverse. 

With your reservation, you will be made a 
Member of the Foundation and receive special 
inf ormation concerning the care and collecting of 
military arms. 

Whether or not you or a member of your 
family served in an elite force unit, your display 
of one or more knives in this scries will show 
your patriotic pride in our Armed Forces and in 
the Americans who defend our country. Prompt 
action is suggested while these are available. 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full Refund 
To; The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept D2 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
TOLL FREE 24 Hours; (800) 368-8080 
Yes, I wish to reserve each of the following etched and 

24-karat gold-plated limited edition Elite Forces Commemo¬ 
rative Fighting Knives. 

-Entire Series 

-Special Forces -Ranger _Airborne 

-SEAI.-UDT _— Marine Recon _Air Spl. Ops. 

□ Please also send the Mahogany Display Case, at $24 
each, for each knife reserved. 

□ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $45 is en¬ 

closed. Please □ charge or □ invoice the balance due 
per knife . □ in two equal payments. □ in full. 

O My payment in full is enclosed ($195 per knife; display 
case, add $24). 

□ I want my knife personalized, at $19. Send the Engraving 
Form. 


Name 


















BLACKJACK 


The dramatic blade shape has been 
engineered to serve as a continuous cut¬ 
ting surface. The finger size cut-out choil at 
the rear of the blade allows easy choke- 
up gripping with extra edge control for 
finer tasks like skinning. Each Mamba is 
precision machined from one solid 1/4" 
thick bar of specially blended and rolled 
tool steel. This method of blanking delivers 
no stress to the steel and virtually elimi¬ 
nates flaws experienced by conventional 
stamping methods. Blade length is 9\ 
overall length is 15", weight Is 17 ounces. 
Full tang construction with integral guards 
which are radiused forward on top and 
rearward on botom to give proper thumb 
and first finger support. The black snake 
skin textured slabs are made from a high 
tech radial polymer designed for sure grip¬ 
ping. Each Mamba comes razor sharp 
and Includes a black leather sheath. 
Retail $129.95 


#DART 

High-tech Nylon 77 
construction 

Virtually 

unbreakable 


'Sure sticking' 
triangular 
shaped blade 

Knurled handle 
for a sure grip 


#BUM 

Our Price 


1/2" diameter 
for easy 
concealment 


Shown 

Actual 

Size 


M 9 Bayonet 


LEGENDARYX^a BLADES 

Parabellum™ 

4 1/4° drop-point blade. Rockwell had- 
ness 57-59. Length open 9 1/2", closed 

5 1/4". Blade thickness .175". Blackie 
Collins design Cordura swivel sheath In¬ 
cluded. 


Designed by Phrobis III and manufactured by 
Buck Knives, this is the new Official U, S. Army 
Bayonet. The Army made a good choice in the 
M 9 - it's a sturdy bayonet and also a great field 
knife. 7 1/8 * forged steel blade, 12 1/4' overall, 
with a sawtooth back edge, on-sheath wire 
cutter and a built in bottle opener. Includes a 
high quality DuPont plastic sheath and new Bi- 
anchi belt fastener and sharpening stone. 


Retail $70.00 
#GB7028 
Our Price 


PAHM3RI I M. 


Retail $159.95 

#BK188CB 

Sale Price 


Swivel sheath to 
carry knife in 
open position. 
















MADE IN USA 


Large & Medium 
made oi San Mai III 
Steel 


FOR ORDERS ONLY: VISA, MASTERCARD & C.O.D. - FOR INFORMATION PHONE (208) 376-0430 


Trail Master Bowie 


Designed by Lynn C. Thompson 

The massive 91 /2" clip point blade is flat ground out of 5/16" stock and 
sports a beautiful satin finish. The Bowie is 141 IT overall and weighs 
in at only 16.7 ounces. The "Carbon 5” steel used in the construction 
is an exclusive high carbon steel rolled to Cold Steel’s exact specifi¬ 
cations. Great care has been taken in heat treating and tempering to 
assure the utmost in strength, sharpness and edge retention. Every 
knife features a fully sharpened false edge and Cold Steel’s famous 
Kraton, Pachmayr®-type handle. Each knife comes with a rugged 

black leather belt sheath. ur^cnrwki 
Retail $175.00 fftODUW 


Our price too 
low to advertise 


Trail Mates 


Original 

Tanto 


Large 

3 1/2" Blade 
8 1/4" Overall 
San Mai lll™Steel 
Black nylon Sheath 
#CSTML 
Retail $79.95 
Our Price $59 


The Classic that started it all 

5 3/4" Blade, 111/4" overall. 
Special 400 series stainless 
steel is precisely hollow 
ground for a razor sharp 
edge. This full tang knife in¬ 
cludes polished brass guard 
and pommel with lanyard 
hole and comes with a high- 
quality black leather sheath. 
Retail $139.95 

#CSRTN $99 95 

Our Price 


Medium 

2 5/8” Blade 1 
6 1/4” Overall 
San Mai ill™ Steel 
Black nylon Sheath 
#CSTMM 
Retail $59.95 

Our Price $44 


Small V 

1 5/8" Blade 1 

4" Overall 
.7 Ounces 

Key Ring Attachment 
#CSTMS 
Retail $19.95 
Our Price $14 


Don't be fooled by 
cheap imitations 


Dept SF. 7512 LEMHI, #3, BOISE, ID 83709 ADD SHIPPING: $3 to 48 states; $6 C.O.D. charge; $7 to APO's. FPO’s, Alaska, Hawaii & Canada; 
checks allow 21 days to clear. Foreign customers please inquire for shipping cost. Sorry no Post Office or foreign C.O.D.'s. 

Send $1 (or make purchase) to receive our LATEST KNIFE CATALOG and get our SPECIAL SALE FLYERS. 





OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE » P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone (303) 449-3750 


T-SHIRTS • SWEATS • BOOKS • JACKETS • ACCESSORIES 


#8021 THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $735 
#8025 MERCENARY COMMANDER $30.00 

NOT PICTURED — 

#8019 THE ELITE (HARDCOVER) $25.00 

#8024 THE ELITE (PAPERBACK) $10.95 

#8023 THE ELITE (LEATHERBOUND COLLECTOR) $100.00 

#8001 SELOUS SCOUTS —TOP SECRET WAR $30.00 

#8022 BEST OF SURVIVE $2.95 

#8003 MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $14.95 

#8006 KNIFE SELF DEFENSE FOR COMBAT $735 

#8007 BASIC STICK FIGHTING FOR COMBAT $930 

#8010 SECRETS OF UNDERGROUND ORGANIZATIONS $9.95 

#8012 ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO MODERN ELITE FORCES $9.95 



FRONT & CENTER 



#1515 


Front and center this month Is the 
newest T-shirt from the SOF Ex¬ 
change. In black with the SOG insig¬ 
nia on the front and the recon team 
“Viper” on the back, the shirt is sure 
to be a big hit. 

#1028 - $9.95 


#2004 


#1030 


#5004 


#1025 


#1050 


#5004 DUFFLE BAG — BLACK $1630 

#1030 CREW SWEATSHIRT — BLACK (S,M,L,XL) $14.95 

#1029 SWEATPANTS — BLACK (S,M,LXL) $14.95 


#2004 SOF BLACK BALL CAP $8.95 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET — BLACK (S,M,UCL) $49.95 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET — BLACK (XXL) $5135 

#1050 SOF BUSH SHIRT (S 1 M,L T XL) $2135 

#7051 SOF TIE — NAVY $1230 

#7011 SOF BELT BUCKLE — SILVER/RED $9.95 


#1009 SOF HK — BLACK $935 
#1021 DELTA—LT. BLUE $935 
#1018 SEAL TEAM — SILVER $935 
#1025 LUCY’S TIGER DEN — WHITE $12.95 
#1024 KHADAFF1 — LT. BLUE $1035 
#1005 SPECIAL FORCES — BLACK $935 


#1005 


QTY. 

ITEM NO. 

SIZE 

AMOUNT 

















T-Shirts available In S, M, L, XL. SUB T0TAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 
first Item ordered — include 750 
for each additional Item for post- 3 6 * bB,e8 TBX 

age and handling. Overseas ' o. res) 

orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 total 

weeks for delivery. 



SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 2/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 
PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 


Card --- 

Exp- - ---- 

NAME___ 

ADDRESS__-___ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! 










































THE EEGEZ 





EDGE COMPANY KNIVES 

RUGGED , INDEPENDENTTOUGH 


*860 ' 


*700 


* iat’££>Q£ oo£0kfsv -v 

• ■ , ?<>«$<«» : 

ttr^mipG70.-/T^(}i j 

TO ORDER . 
CALL TOIL TREE 


MODEL *12$ f43.J9fi 

TWEflMSAIC'iCmJHiirilG STILETTO. 

Ha.ntfmate ,ri ilsly. 3^*5 iiViFtf. 

S'l'c'fl CJpcp.mrag..? " Handio fr] Fwr- 

//te: flibu, iS^ftT. fiW r Wrfifl. tUe "h\ 


MODEL *860 $23.95 

SILENT SENTINEL Lightweight but 
' Heavy-Duty ABS Resin Handle. S/S 
- Blade. Front Opening with Lock, 8Vt 


MODEL #817 $39.95 

LEVER HUNTER. Gleaming Brass & 
Hardwood. Side Opening Brushed S/S 
Blade. Brass Lined, 8” 


*108 


MODEL *108 O.D. $19.95 
Camo $21.95 

MILITARY. The rtiosr popular 
automatic in the world. Cm e drab or 
Camo covers, gun metat black caps, 
front opening, 8" 


MODEL *625 $49.9$ 

EDGE SURVIVOR ', . Grooved, 

Brass Handle. Knuried Cap with "O" 
Ring Seat Waterproof Liquid Compass. 
In Handle: Saw, Tackle, Hooks, Sinkers, 
Needles, Matches, Striker. 7" Van¬ 
adium 440•> Blade. Includes Sheath & 
Stone 


MODEL*600&*700 $39.95 

NAVY SEAL Sc ARMY RANGER. U.S. 
Design. All Sled Construction. Heat 
painted Blue (Navy Seal) or Matte Olive 
Drab (Army Ranger). Front Openings" 


MODEL *434 $29.95 

THE MiNUTEMAN. Full Auto with 
Lanyard pull action. Elegant & Inge¬ 
nious. Hardwood, Brass, & S/S, 7 5/8' 


FD^ilCi 


Ttve Edge Ca, P.G, Box 826, BrciEUe&Ofo, VT 05301 

800-445-1021 


Dealer Prices On Request 


Please Ship The Following Items: ^ 

Model# —Qty_Model# _ 

Model# iL -Qty, _ Model#- 

Model # -Qty. _ Model # _ 

Add $1.50 Each Shipping and Handling — Allow 

□ Check or Money Qrder Enclosed Tola! $ 

□ Visa/MasterCard # _Exp. Date 


Name ____ _ 

Address__ . - -- - _ _ . 

City---- State. ■ Zip _ 

I certify that i am over 21 years of age. SF. 

Signature -- n^tP . 

Not available where prchlbKed by taw. Inquire about special military and 
police waivers and discounts. 


| FREE! Edge Company 1938 5th Anniversary Ca talog — more than 
I 100 models in full color — normally $2 00 — NOW FREE — when 
you mention this ad. CALL TOIL FREE 1-800-445-1021. 


* Sold in legal Kit form. In certain areas, the completion of these 
kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area before 
ordering or assembling, as compliance with any such laws is the 
purchaser's responsibility. 

IRONCLAD MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
















UT 1 

m, HAT damn thing’s a disaster 
waiting to happen,” the platoon 
sergeant said after inspecting the pe¬ 
rimeter bunker that was listing to one 
side and looked as though it might 
cave in any time. 

“Poppich, I want you, Swain and 
the others from second squad to fix up 
this bunker,” he added “While you’re 
at it, get an engineer down here to tell 
you the best way to do it.” 

The platoon sergeant walked off to¬ 
ward the next bunker, continuing his 
inspection of bunkers within the com¬ 
pany’s assigned sector. The Viet¬ 
namese morning temperature had 
already reached the low 90s and it 
looked to be another hot day. 

“Fuck it!” Poppich said, studying 
the bunker. “We don’t need no REMF 
engineer to tell us what or how to do 
something we can do ourselves. We’ll 
replace some sandbags, straighten the 
wall and it’ll be better than ever.” 

The plan seemed easy enough, so 
the seven members of second squad 
went to work. It took two days just to 
remove the old torn, sunbleached 
sandbags and fill and set new ones. 

Once this was done they dismantled 
the ceiling and roof of the bunker. 
Corrugated steel planks that had once 
held the sandbags in place were re¬ 
moved and replaced with wooden 
planks and ammunition boxes full of 
dirt. When the wooden framed ceiling 
was ready, they formed a line and 
hoisted the first layer of sandbags over 
the frame. Second and third layers fol¬ 
lowed until the perimeter bunker stood 
slightly higher and squarer than the 
others that encircled the base camp. 

“Now that’s a bunker!” Swain said 
with obvious satisfaction while the 
others in the squad beamed. 

“No,” corrected Poppich, “it’s the 
bunker.” He was strutting around it 
admiring his handiwork and feeling 
proud of their accomplishment. Thirty 
pounds of dirt went into each olive 
drab sandbag and it took hundreds of 
sandbags to complete the necessary 
repairs. It also took a great deal of plan¬ 
ning and coordination as well as four 
days of exhausting work. From all 
appearances it was a showpiece, and 
even the platoon sergeant had to reluc¬ 
tantly agree. 

“It don’t exactly look like the others, 
but I guess the engineers know what 
they’re doing,” he said. 

“What engineers?” Poppich re¬ 
plied. “We did it ourselves. There’s 
nothing those REMFs can do that we 
can’t do better.” 

“That’s affirmative,” Swain added. 
“It’s the old infantry know-how.” 

The platoon sergeant listened quiet¬ 
ly then left without a word, adopting a 
“wait and see” attitude. He’d been in 
the infantry long enough to know that 


I WAS THERE 

by Kregg Jorgenson 

Engineers’ Revenge 




Anyone who's ever been in a bunker 
while artillery shells were dropping 
from the sky can understand the 
sentiment. But a bunker built with 
“infantry know-how" and little else 
can be just as dangerous as the 
enemy. Photo: DoD 

infantry know-how amounted to little 
more than a quick fix for a momentary 
problem. 

His hunch paid off when the first rain 
came. The Vietnam-style downpour 
quickly drenched the compound, and 
the dirt-filled wooden ammunition 
crates used to “quick-fix” the bunker 
accumulated extra weight as they 
soaked up gallons of rainwater. The 
bunker let out a low, creaking moan as 
the wood began to expand and give. A 
loud splitting crack was heard and the 
bunker’s inhabitants hurried outside. A 
ring of GIs formed around the area, 
watching and listening to the dying 
bunker. Within minutes the entire pla¬ 
toon was there watching the spectacle 
as a terrible shudder and final splinter¬ 
ing break sent the bunker crashing into 
itself. 

While second squad stood silently 
over the wreckage of the dead bunker, 
questions from onlookers were met 


with shrugs and blank expressions. 

“Well,” the platoon sergeant said, 
sizing up the situation. “Care to tell me 
more about your infantry know-how? 
Then, while you’re at it, why don’t you 
explain to me why you think the Army 
has engineers. And maybe something 
about what they have to offer to some¬ 
one like you and me.” 

“I ... I guess we made a mistake,” 
Poppich said with a lowered head and 
whipped dog look. 

“Understatement,” the platoon 
sergeant shot back. 

“We fucked up,” Poppich added. 

“Bingo!” yelled the platoon 
sergeant. “Now, get ahold of the en¬ 
gineers like I said and start over again. 
Lordy, lordy, lordy. I’m just glad you 
guys don’t take it upon yourselves to 
work on any of the division’s helicop¬ 
ters.” The platoon sergeant was shak¬ 
ing his head and smiling as he walked 
away. 

“I used to be in helicopter mainte¬ 
nance,” Swain exclaimed. 

This caused the platoon sergeant to 
turn around and glare at him. “Don’t 
you ever let me hear you say that 
again. You hear me, Swain, ever.” 

It was a long morning and it was be¬ 
coming a long war. Much too long. ^ 
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If you’re looking for the best value $125.00 can buy — then you’re 
looking for the 

9th ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO 
SEPTEMBER 14-18, 1988 
Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 

Here’s what your $125.00 will get you: 

* Twelve Informative, Thought-Provoking Seminars — a value of 
$ 120.00 

* An Awards Banquet Ticket — a value of $35.00 

* Three-Day Entrance to the SOF Expo — a value of $15.00 

* Entrance to the Saturday Firepower Demo — a value of $10.00 

* An Official SOF Convention T-Shirt — a value of $8.00 

* Participation in the Pugil Stick Competition (optional) 

— a value of $5.00 

— and that’s not all — 

If you register by July 4, 1988 you’ll receive Free: 

* A One-Year (12 Issue) Subscription/Extension to SOLDIER OF 

FORTUNE Magazine 

A $36.00 Single Copy Newsstand Value 

You’ll be getting $229.00 worth of action and adventure all for the 
$125.00 registration fee. That’s value for your dollar! 

To take advantage of this value packed, money-saving offer and receive 
your free subscription, you must act today! To register, send your check 
or money order, or if you prefer, we will charge your VISA or MasterCard, 
to: 

9th Annual SOF Convention & Expo 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Be sure to include your name, address, city, state and zip code. 
Registering early is the smart thing to do — don’t delay — register today! 
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Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


Semiauto Suitable for Sniping 




Semiautomatic rifles don’t hold 

a candle to turn-bolts in accuracy 
potential. Right? Not necessarily. 
Some semiautos will shoot rings 
around some bolt-actions. Colt’s AR- 
15A2 H-BAR (heavy barrel) is one of 
the former. 

Adopted in controversy during the 
even more controversial Vietnam War, 
America’s Ml6 service rifle has been 
labeled everything from a “mouse gun” 
by its detractors to the “black stick” by 
Charlie, who had more deadly experi¬ 
ence than most armchair experts from 
which to assess its effectiveness. 

With a gas action taken from the 
Swedish Ljungman AG42 and a trig¬ 
ger mechanism based on that of the 
Ml Garand, all rifles in the Ml 6 series 
operate, briefly, as follows: After igni¬ 
tion of the primer, the projectile passes 
the barrel’s gas port, permitting gas to 
flow back through a stainless steel tube 
and a so-called bolt-carrier key into the 
hollow interior of the bolt carrier. As 
the carrier moves rearward, a cam slot 
cut into the carrier turns the bolt’s cam 
pin, which causes the bolt to rotate 
clockwise, freeing the eight locking 
lugs from their abutments in the barrel 
extension. The carrier’s momentum 
draws the bolt rearward at a slightly 
reduced velocity. 

After the extractor has withdrawn 
the empty case from the chamber, a 
spring-loaded bump-type ejector pro¬ 
truding from the left side of the bolt 
face rotates the case around the extrac¬ 
tor claw and out the ejection port of the 
upper receiver body. The bolt carrier 
assembly continues rearward, com¬ 
pressing the recoil spring and cocking 
the hammer. 

The buffer and recoil spring return 
the carrier, and a fresh round is 
stripped from the magazine. All for¬ 
ward bolt motion stops after the round 
is chambered. The carrier continues 
forward to contact the rear face of the 
barrel extension and its cam slot turns 
the cam pin which rotates the bolt and 
its lugs anti-clockwise into the locked 
position. 

While much criticized by those who 
sought, for whatever reasons, to find 
fault with the M16 from muzzle to butt- 
plate, the truth is that this system of gas 
operation (also employed in the 
French MAS 49/56 series) works, and 
quite well, if properly maintained. 

Although it has no selective-fire op¬ 
tion (the lower receiver, trigger 
mechanism and bolt carrier are taken 
from the semiauto-only AR-15), the 
AR-15A2 H-BAR has most of the 
M16A2’s features. In fact, with one im¬ 
portant exception, the AR-15A2 H- 
BAR’s upper receiver is that of the 
M16A2 rifle approved for service by 
the USMC in September 1982 and 
type-classified by the U.S. Army in 


Colt s AR-15A2 H-BAR rifle is 
capable of cleaning any and all 
military match competition. It 
consistently shot under 1 MOA with 
Black Hills’ 60-grain ammunition. 

November 1982. 

Colt has retained a maximum diam¬ 
eter for the barrel’s entire 20-inch 
length (overall length of the rifle is 39 
inches). This has increased the rifle’s 
weight to a total of 8 pounds 7 ounces, 
an increase of 15 ounces over the 
M16A2 (7.5 pounds, empty). Remem¬ 
ber the old M16 you toted in Vietnam? 
It weighed only 6.7 pounds, empty. 
Rifling remains that of the M16A2 — 
six grooves with a right-hand twist of 
one turn in 7 inches. 

The barrel has been fitted with an A2 
flash suppressor — a bird-cage type, 
without the sixth port on the bottom 
(deleted to reduce muzzle climb and 
diminish position disclosure when fir¬ 
ing from the prone position in desert 
climates). Barrel and flash suppressor 
are interfaced by a set of peel-washers 
so that the muzzle device can be ro¬ 
tated either to the right or left, for right- 
or left-handed shooters, respectively. 

Held by a tapered slip ring, the 
round A2 handguards are more com¬ 
fortable than the M16Al’s triangular 
cross-section handguards, and much 


easier to remove and install. 

The upper receiver casting has in¬ 
corporated a case deflector to the rear 
of the ejector port which throws empty 
cases clear of left-handed shooters. In 
semiautomatic fire, the ejection pattern 
has been altered 5 or 6 degrees for¬ 
ward by this deflection hump. The 
M16A2’s improved ejection port dust 
cover has been installed. Its spring- 
loaded retaining catch has been 
strengthened and enlarged. Gratefully, 
the dust cover’s latch-pin is no longer 
retained by the slip-washer that so 
often disappeared at the wrong time. 
The forward bolt assist is the current 
configuration with a button-like shape 
and concentric rings. The M16A2 butt¬ 
stock was lengthened by % inch. The 
buttplate’s edges are no longer round¬ 
ed and the entire surface, not just the 
butt-trap, is deeply checkered. The pis¬ 
tol grip has deep longitudinal grooves 
along its rear face and a finger swell 1 
inch below the trigger guard. The low¬ 
er and upper receivers are connected 
at the forward end by two screws in¬ 
stead of the push-pin found on the 
selective-fire Ml 6s. 

The highly vaunted 800-meter 
sights requested by the Marines have 
also found their way onto the AR- 
15A2 H-BAR. The rear sight (taken 
from the old Ml6 light machine gun) is 
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a flip-type peep with two apertures 
calibrated for M855 ammunition. 
Flipped forward, the large aperture 
(0.197 inches in diameter), marked 
“0-2,” is brought into view for ranges 
out to 200 meters, low-light levels or 
moving targets. When firing within this 
range, the elevation knob should be 
set to “8/3” with the sight base at its 
lowest position. Flipped back, the peep 
sight brings the small aperture (0.70 
inches in diameter) into view for ranges 
of 300 to 800 meters. A small indicator 
line matches up with the windage 
calibration lines on the back of the sight 
base. One audible click of the windage 
knob moves the sight 0.4 minute right 
or left. With the small aperture in use, 
the elevation knob should be set at the 
range required: “8/3” low for 300m, 
“4” for 400m, “5” for 500m, “7” for 
700m and “8/3” high for 800m. Audi¬ 
ble clicks between the main settings 
will raise or lower the elevation by 
approximately one minute of angle. 
The front-sight post is square and ad¬ 
justed only for initial zero. 

There is little reason to function-test 
any Ml6, as the reliability of the entire 
series has been well established (see 
“M16A2: The Final Verdict,” SOF, 
January ’85). To that end we chose to 
fire our AR-15A2 H-BAR test speci¬ 
men from the bench using optical 


sights. On hand was a Steiner 
4x24mm NATO rifle scope which was 
attached to the rifle with an A.R.M.S. 
(Dept. SOF, 230 W. Center St., West 
Bridgewater, MA 02379) M16A1/A2 
Universal Top Scope Base. This 
A.R.M.S. base accepts both Weaver 
and NATO STANAG military scope 
fastenings. It features a special bolt and 
self-locking thumbscrew that assures 
retention of zero through repeated re¬ 
moval and a wide-angle “TV-screen” 
iron sight see-through. 

The rugged Steiner scope (distribut¬ 
ed by Pioneer, Inc., Dept. SOF, 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108) 
uses the traditional German military 
reticle pattern. This consists of a single 
thick, pointed post at the bottom of the 
field of view with horizontal side bars 
and stadia lines. Although an excellent 
combat format, especially in subdued 
light, it is less than ideal for punching 
paper. 

Ammunition of two types was 
selected for our accuracy test. As the 
M16A2 series is supposedly optimized 
for performance with M855 ammuni¬ 
tion, we obtained 200 rounds of Portu¬ 
guese M855 ball (headstamped “FNM 
86-2” with NATO cross in circle). Its 
62-grain sharply tapered SS109 pro¬ 
jectile has a hardened-steel penetrator 
frontal core which provides armor 


penetration superior to the M80 
7.62x51mm NATO bullet at greater 
ranges. The Boxer primed brass case is 
loaded with 23 grains of a flattened 
ball-type powder. Color codes for the 
bullet tip, case mouth sealant and 
primer annulus are green. Ten feet 
from the muzzle this ammunition 
yielded an average velocity of 3,042 
fps with a standard deviation of 26 fps. 
At 100 yards, group size averaged 1.9 
inches. While this will out-perform any 
Kalashnikov ever fielded, the best was 
yet to come. 

M855-type ammunition will not 
generally be available to the public, 
especially now after enactment of Pub¬ 
lic Law 99-408, which regulates the 
manufacture, importation and sale of 
armor-piercing ammunition. 

Black Hills Shooters Supply (Dept. 
SOF, 3401 South Highway 79, Rapid 
City, SD 57701) provided a test batch 
of their new 5.56x45mm NATO 
ammunition designed for rifles with 
1:7-inch twist. Using mixed lots of U.S. 
military brass filled with 25 grains of a 
flattened ball-type propellant, a 60- 
grain Homady Soft-Point (SP) bullet is 
driven with an average velocity of 
2,928 fps. While more than 100 fps 
below military M855 ball, the standard 
deviation was a match-grade 21 fps. 
With gentle winds gusting at 5 mph, 





PREDATOR 1 


* • WITHSTANDS 
C5 THE SHOCK OF 
RIFLE FIRE 
• 2ND GEN MINIATURE 
POCKETSCOPE 
• FULL MIL-SPEC 


PROFESSIONAL NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 


MF-2 

• 1ST GENERATION 

• HIGH LIGHT GAIN, 
EXTREMELY COMPACT 
HAND-HELD BINOCULARS 

• INDIVIDUALLY FOCUSED 
EYEPIECES 


lilLlluliV Lililr_ 

INFRARED POCKETSCOPES AND GOGGLES, PRICES START AT $250.00. WHY PAY MORE? 


NF-1 

• 1ST GEN HANDHELD 
SCOPE 

• EASILY CONCEALED, 
EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

• IDEAL FOR DISCREET NIGHT 
SURVEILLANCE 


||f^ COMMUNICATION 
CONTROL, INC. 

Call for free demonstration at any of our authorized distributors. 

World Headquarters 

160 Midland Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 (914) 934-8100 

TELEX: 238720 FAX: (914) 934^8093 

630 Third Ave., New York, NY, 10017 (212) 557-3040 

1801 K St N.W, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 659-3432 

1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, FL 33131 (305) 358-4336 

The Galleria, Suite 3696, Houston, TX 77056 (713) 626-0007 

9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90212 (213) 274-6256 

DEALERS WANTED © ccs 1987 


22 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FEBRUARY 88 







our group average at 100 yards 
through Colt’s button-broached heavy 
barrel was only 0.9 inches. Under 1 
MOA is sniper-grade accuracy on any¬ 
one’s score card and truly impressive 
for a gas-operated rifle. 

Colt specifications require a mini¬ 
mum trigger pull weight of 5.0 pounds 
and a maximum of 8.5 pounds. The 


Colt AR-15A2 H-BAR, fields tripped. 
Note contour of heavy barrel. 


single-stage trigger on SOFs test speci¬ 
men broke cleanly at exactly 5.0 
pounds. Best accuracy resulted when 
the forward end of the handguards 
rested on the bench rest’s sandbag. 


Group dispersion increased as the 
bench rest was moved toward the 
chamber end of the rifle. This is con¬ 
trary to what we expected, as distur¬ 
bance of the barrel’s vibration har¬ 
monics should intensify as the rest is 
moved forward. 

While the wind drift resistance of 
.223 projectiles weighing 60 to 62 
grains is certainly better than the 
M193’s 55-grain bullet, performance 
at distances past 300 meters will still be 
greatly dependent on the shooter’s ex¬ 
perience at wind judgment Neverthe¬ 
less, with its low felt recoil, excellent 
handling characteristics and superb 
accuracy potential, Colt’s AR-15A2 H- 
BAR will more than do for varmint 
hunting, competition target shooting 
and certain military/law enforcement 
sniping applications. 

With a suggested retail price of 
$869.95, the AR-15A2 H-BAR is de¬ 
livered complete with two blocked 20- 
round magazines, black nylon web 
sling and standard GI cleaning kit The 
magazine blocks should be removed 
and pitched in a ditch. Fitted with a 
bayonet lug, it will accept both the M7 
and new M9 “multi-purpose” 
bayonets. For further information con¬ 
tact Colt Industries, Firearms Division, 
Dept SOF, FO Box 1868, Hartford, 
CT 06102. ^ 
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NEVER SAY LIE! 

Find out how the FBI, IRS, CIA, job 
screening firms, detectives and countless 
others use various methods of lie 
detection. Using the polygraph, the 
super secret science of kinesic interview¬ 
ing, drug testing, handwriting analysis 
etc., those in power are deciding your 
future. Learn to mislead anyone and 
know when others are lying. Beat the 
system-here is the knowledge you need 
to overcome the tests that can ruin your 
career and your life! 8 1/2x11, 42 
photos, 164 pages, softcover. $19.95 
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HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY 

This is the encyclopedia of advanced 
investigative and surveillance techniques 
used by virtually every serious intelli¬ 
gence agency in the world! Now you 
can learn every trick used by detective 
and intelligence agencies. A source 
guide to assembling three super spy 
systems that out-class any packaged 
system for thousands of dollars less! 
Over 100 sources for surveillance and 
counter surveillance gear. 8 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, illus., 264 pages. $30.00 


KNIFE & PISTOL FIGHTING 
The fust and only English translation of 
Grand Master Hatsumi’s work is at last 
in print! Dr. Hatsumi is the 34th master 
of Togakure ninjutsu and the man who 
taught Stephen K. Hayes! Dr. Hatsumi 
guides you through correct knife han¬ 
dling, body thrusts, multiple opponents, 
four direction shooting style, shuriken 
throwing, plus much more . This trans¬ 
lation contains the original Japanese 
version, illustrated with hundreds of 
photos. 5 3/4x8 1/4, softcover, photos, 
illus., over 200 pages. $19.95 


NINJA 1990: WINNING THRU 
SUPER TECHNOLOGY 
Scott French & Lee Lapin have put 
together an arsenal of information no 
one should be without! Here is every¬ 
thing you need to know about covert 
operations and surveillance. Electronic 
surveillance, ballistic armor, high-tech 
weapons, etc., this book provides 
information on all the equipment you’ll 
ever need! Climb walls, read minds, 
change your voice--it’s all here plus 
much, much more! 8 1/2 X 11, 
hardcover, 520 pages. $45.00 
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VEIL: THE SECRET WARS OF 
THE CIA 1981-1987. By Bob 
Woodward. Simon & Schuster, 
Dept. SOF, 130 Avenue of the 
Americas, New York, NY 10020. 
1987. 543 pages. Hardcover. 
$21.95. Review by Neil C. Living¬ 
stone. 



w HAT do John Belushi and Bill 
Casey have in common? Well, for one 
thing, they were both dead when Bob 
Woodward published books about 
them. Neither could respond to Wood¬ 
ward’s interpretation of the events sur¬ 
rounding their lives—and deaths—or 
to the words and motives he attributed 
to them. One observer has called it 
“journalistic necrophilia.” 

Herein lies the chief problem with 
Woodward’s latest blockbuster, Veil: 
The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981- 
1987. Tennyson once observed that, 
“A lie which is half a truth is ever the 
blackest of lies.” So it is with Wood¬ 
ward’s book. There is much about 
Veil that is true, but it is difficult to 
separate fact from fiction. 

If you accept Woodward’s book at 
face value, the late CIA Director Wil¬ 
liam Casey met with the liberal 
Washington Post reporter, who was 
one of Gary Hart’s roommates before 
Donna Rice, more than four dozen 
times and confided to him the Agen¬ 
cy’s deepest, darkest secrets. Why? So 
that Woodward could publish them in 
a book that does inestimable harm to 
the U.S. intelligence community and 
the whole notion of covert operations. 

Bill Casey, after all, came to the CIA 
with one goal in mind: to revitalize the 
CIA after the traumas of Vietnam, 


IN REVIEW 



Watergate, the Church Committee 
hearings and the ambiguous foreign 
policy of Jimmy Carter. He was, 
moreover, the father of the so-called 
“Reagan Doctrine,” which has as its 
main tenet U.S. support of anti¬ 
communist insurgencies around the 
globe. Casey’s ultimate goal, as Wood¬ 
ward correctly notes, was to roll back 
communism in just one place and 
thereby destroy the Marxist myth of 
invincibility. 

It is clear from reading Woodward’s 
book that many people talked to him. I 
have no doubt that Casey met with 
him on a number of occasions. The 
question is, how much did Bill Casey 
actually say to him? He knew Wood¬ 
ward was writing a book on the CIA, 
and it would have been foolish not to 
have attempted to learn what it was 
going to contain, and for Casey not to 
give his own interpretation to certain 
events. But Woodward portrays his re¬ 
lationship with the sage old spook as 
almost filial, a characterization that 
Casey’s wife, Sophia, and others close 
to him reject out of hand. Indeed, it is 
easier to imagine Casey taking a shine 
to Fee Wee Herman than someone 
like Woodward, whose newspaper — 
The Washington Post — is known for 
practicing a fancy form of tabloid jour¬ 
nalism, where every scoop appears in 
print no matter what the impact on the 
nation’s security and well-being. Veil 
is vintage Woodward and writing that 
all of the ‘ ‘hate America first’ ’ types can 
revel in. 

Those who know Casey best are 
highly skeptical of many of the quotes 
attributed to him. According to former 
Casey assistant Herb Meyer, “The 
voice is not Bill Casey’s. He just didn’t 
use words in that fashion.” 

Even more disturbing is the last 
scene in Woodward’s book, where he 
describes sneaking into the dying 
man’s hospital room and confronting 
him over the Iran-Contra affair. Casey 
allegedly admits that he knew of the 
diversion of funds to the contras and 
justifies it by saying, “I believed.” 
When challenged by Ted Koppel to 
describe Casey’s hospital room or con¬ 
firm whether he was on a life-support 
system, Woodward demurred, con¬ 
tending that to do so would risk expos¬ 
ing the individual who aided him in 
gaining access to Casey. Aside from 
the obvious inconsistency that it is all 


right for Woodward to protect his 
sources but not for the nation to keep 
secrets, a careful and detailed study of 
the CIA security arrangements that 
were in place at the time suggests that it 
would have been nearly impossible for 
the reporter to have penetrated 
Casey’s hospital room unobserved. 

Even more damning, Mrs. Casey 
and her daughter were with Casey 
around the clock throughout his hospi¬ 
talization. On the approximately three 
occasions during this period that they 
left the room, Casey’s son-in-law sat at 
his bedside. 

But the most irrefutable fact of all is 
that Casey was suffering from a medi¬ 
cal condition known as expressive 
aphasia and, according to family, 
friends and CIA doctors, was incapable 
of meaningful conversation. From his 
brain surgery in December 1986 until 
his death on 6 May 1987, Casey spoke 
only 11 words (some repeated), and all 
were reflexive rather than reflective re¬ 
sponses. Thus, even if Woodward 
miraculously was able to give Casey’s 
security the slip and for some inexpli¬ 
cable reason found the former CIA 
director sitting in a chair with no one 
else around, he could not have had the 
conversation with Casey that he re¬ 
counts in his book. 

If the efficacy question were not 
enough, there is also the issue of 
Woodward’s revelations of alleged 
U.S. intelligence operations, revela¬ 
tions that are embarrassing to Amer¬ 
ican allies around the globe and in¬ 
structive to the nation’s enemies. By 
selling the nation’s secrets in Veil, 
Woodward stands to double his esti¬ 
mated net worth of $6 million. By con¬ 
trast, members of the infamous Walker 
family spy ring got life sentences for 
doing the same thing — for far less 
money. 

Veil is an abomination to the mem¬ 
ory of a great and gifted man who is not 
here to defend himself. Readers ulti¬ 
mately will have to judge for them¬ 
selves just how much of Veil they are 
prepared to accept But for this review¬ 
er, Veil succeeds not in discrediting 
Casey, but rather Bob Woodward. 

Neil Livingstone is an adjunct pro¬ 
fessor at Georgetown University and 
writes frequently on terrorism and 
national defense issues. He co¬ 
authored “Spetsnaz Invades Amer¬ 
ica ” SOF, January ’88. ^ 
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ySECOUPQN 


BELOW OR 


OALL TOLL FREE :; 


1 - 800 - 

527-4434 



Perfect self-protection tear gas handguns. Two dependable solid metal 
models available. Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or seven shot automatic fires 
tear gas cartridges or super loud blanks as fast as you can pull the trigger. 
These guns are high quality, heavy-duty metal construction with quick, easy 
ejection of shells. Checkered grips. Guns come complete with a supply of tear 
gas and super loud blank ammo and a specially designed holster. 

#P-001.Tear Gas Revolver.$24.95 

#P-002.Tear Gas Automatic.$24.95 

Extra Ammo 

#P011.Tear Gas Shells (pak of 10).$3.95 

#P010.Super Loud Blanks (pak of 50)..$3.95 


At last! A tear gas unit that really works! The Phaser is the latest develop¬ 
ment of non-lethal self-defense technology. No other tear gas unit on the 
market today can even come close to the Phaser’s range and power. It will 
shoot a wide, highly powerful blast of CN tear gas up to 20 feet! It complete¬ 
ly eliminates the need for accurate aim. It uses an exclusive Halon valve 
similar to those in fire extinguishers. This valve insures that the tear gas 
mist flows in the direction intended and releases the gas in a much wider 
dispersion than any other tear gas device available. Two convenient sizes 
available: a 90-gram pocket model and the 150-gram Police model. 

#A-030.Pocket Phaser..$19.95 

#A-031.Police Phaser.$29.95 


Stun Guns 


A new low price on one of the most 
popular self-defense knives avail¬ 
able. This knife is chrome and steel 
with a safety lock and thumb flick 
opener. 5" closed. Comes 
complete with sheath. 

#MB-1... Assassin Knife. $9.95 


Cross (look-a-like) 
Spike Pen 




These "Knuckles” are cast in the 
original size of the famous "Brass 
Knuckles.” We have three models 
available: a lightweight brass col¬ 
ored Super Plastic; a super strong 
high quality aluminum and the origi¬ 
nal size and weight brass. 

#FA-19...Plastic.$5.95 

#VA-27.Aluminum..$7.95 
#CA-20.. Brass.... .$12.95 


Tear Gas Pen 



This amazing device looks just like a 
"Cross" pen. It can be your best 
friend when you’re in a tight spot. 
The cover slips off to reveal a 
hardened steel spike. An 
unexpected surprise for any would- 
be mugger. 

#FA-l6.Cnoss Pen Spike..$7.95 


Big Catalog $1.00 
Free with Order 


Looks like an ordinary ball point pen, 
but pull off the cap and you have a 
powerful CS tear gas weapon at 
your disposal. Wear in your shirt 
pocket for unobtrusive security. 
Aerosol effective up to 8 feet. 
#A-014..Tear Gas Pen..$14.95 


Ordering Information: 

By Mail: Use coupon or separate 
sheet. Include check, money order 
or credit card in formation. Sorry! No 
COD orders accepted. 

By Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. 
Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Arizona 
residents call 1-602-953-2191. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
Dealer inquiries invited; 


II H i 50,000 VOLTS OF POWER! 

Jm ffl mlr ^ end yourself against muggers, 
ll ir dopers ’ ra P' sts or any attacker 
mII III I without deadly force. Our Stun 
ll ||/1 Guns will instantly "scramble" any 
I II I assailant's nervous system causing 
|| ' immediate, but temporary paralysis! 

11 f By simply touching your attacker 
| j anywhere, he will drop to the 
S ground a helpless blob of “jelly". 

Effective even through many layers of clothing. Our Stun Guns are not lethal 
and are safe to the user. They cannot transmit shock back to you. Operate on 
a regular 9-volt battery. Two models available: Our normal 50,000 volt Stun 
Gun and our exclusive "Lightening" Stun Gun which features a built-in high- 
intensity strobe light that will disorient your assailant allowing you plenty of time 
to "zap" him or get away from the confrontation. 

#A-007.Zapper Stun Gun..$49.95 

#A-008.Lightening Zapper Stun Gun.$59.95 


Mail In Orders: 

Send check, MO or charge information to; 

Guardian Security Products 
4001 East Fanfol • Dept. SF-2 
Phoenix, Arizona 85028 


We Ship UPS 

Please provide street address 


Charge Card Orders: 
TOLL FREE 
1-800-527-4434 
in Arizona 
(602) 953-2191 


Qty. I Number I Description/Size/Color 


Charge my: Q MasterCard Q Visa Q] Amex SubTotal 

Credit Card Number Shipping 

Expiration Date 

[ | Check Enclosed Q Money Order Total 
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COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 


SHOOTOUT 
AT THE OK 
KIBBUTZ 

Modified Israeli 
Pistol-Shooting Technique 


by Jack Thompson 
Photos by John Coleman 


CJ UMPING up in a flash as Radio Tel 
Aviv sounds his unit’s code words for 
mobilization, Saul runs to his room to 
gather up his gear before going to the 
mobilization point. 

Grabbing his Browning High Power 
9mm pistol, he slams in a full magazine 
and jams the weapon under his belt 
Slinging a trusty Galil over his back, he 
picks up his equipment and runs for 
the bus. 

The five-minute wait for the bus 
seems like an entire year. After board¬ 
ing and squeezing past women and 
screaming children, Saul finds himself 
a crowded seat next to a window. 

Meanwhile, just up the road, Abdul 
and two Shi’ite buddies wait patiently 
like snakes in a culvert. The bus full of 
civilians must pass them to get to the 
mobilization point where Saul is 
headed. Their AK-47s are poised and 
ready to spit hot death at the bus. As it 
approaches and slows down to avoid 
some potholes in the road, Abdul and 
company joyfully rake their target with 


LEFT: Israel's pistol-shooting 
technique begins by drawing the 
pistol from the holster and rotating 
it 90 degrees as you bring it up to 
nose level. With the pistol flat on its 
side, slide facing inward and the 
shooting arm bent at about a 
45-degree angle, grasp the 
serrations on the slide with the 
thumb and forefinger of the weak 
hand. 


BELOW: Now push the pistol 
forward by extending the shooting 
arm in a punching motion to 
chamber a round. * 
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COMBAT TESTED 

Jack Thompson is a long-time 
associate of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine- Currently a personal 
security consultant eyid trainer* 
Jack’s combat experience spans 
the globe. He first served in the 
USMC in Vietnam for five years, 
fought in Rhodesia with both the 
SAS and Selous Scouts for six years 
and has trained freedom fighters in 
Central America while providing 
bodyguard services for diplomatic 
personnel. 


automatic fire. 

The sight of muzzle flashes followed 
by thumps of bullets impacting on the 
bus causes Saul to instinctively pull his 
pistol from his belt, grab the slide, 
chamber a round and empty the 
magazine at the attackers. His quick 
reactions force Abdul and company to 
dive for cover, stopping their fire 
momentarily and making them eat a 
little dust 

Being an International Practical 
Shooting Confederation (IPSC) shoot¬ 
er with two world matches under my 
belt, I could never quite understand 
why Israeli soldiers like Saul are taught 
to chamber a pistol round after trouble 
starts rather than before. Didn’t he 
waste valuable time loading his pistol 
under fire? Wouldn’t he have been 
better off locked and cocked, that is, 



Assume shooting position by 
moving the weak hand forward and 
placing it firmly over the master 
hand, sights vertical at eye level. 


with a round in the chamber and safety 
on? For those of us with extensive 
competitive shooting and/or combat 
experience, it would seem that the 
answer to these last two questions is an 
obvious “yes.” 

Surprisingly, these questions aren’t 
quite as straightforward as they might 
appear. It was only after an eye- and 
mind-opening shooting session with 
two seasoned proponents of this Israeli 
shooting technique that I understood 
the “whys” and “hows” of it. After 
practicing drawing, chambering a 
round and shooting a couple dozen 
times, I learned that this form of shoot¬ 
ing is only slightly slower, but infinitely 
safer , than the IPSC locked-and- 
cocked style. The reason? It all but 
eliminates accidental discharges. And 
for the Israelis, this is a top priority. 

Before explaining how the tech¬ 
nique is executed, we need to address, 
from the Israeli point of view, specifi¬ 
cally why it was adopted. The first 
point is that Israel, being a small Jewish 
state surrounded by hostile Arab 
states, needs a citizen army. This 
means that a high proportion of young 
men and women keep their weapons 
at home, ready for immediate use. 
Also, armed soldiers often ride public 
transportation surrounded by the 
same unarmed civilians they are de¬ 
fending. For these reasons, Israel can¬ 
not afford accidents with weapons in 
public because, in a country of only 
three million people, every warm body 
counts. 


The author’s own modification on 
the Israeli technique is to chamber 
a round at waist, rather than eye, 
level. After drawing the pistol and 
rotating it 90 degrees inward, keep 
it at waist level with your forearms 
parallel to the ground. Grasp the 
slide with the weak hand and push 
the pistol forward with the master 
hand to chamber the round. 



Secondly, the Browning High Pow¬ 
er, which is the most common pistol in 
Israel, has a very small factory safety 
that is difficult to operate under fire. 
This may actually be a deliberate 
attempt on the part of the manufactur¬ 
er to dissuade the user from locked- 
and-cocked shooting. Whatever the 
reason, the result is that it may take less 
time to chamber and then shoot a 
round from a High Power than it does 
to fiddle with its unsatisfactory safety 
and fire a round that was already 
chambered. 

The third point is policy. The “pow¬ 
ers that be” in Israel have said categor¬ 
ically, “No round in the chamber — 
period.” This edict applies to every¬ 
one, not just a particular group. This 
policy decision is probably due to the 
combination of the first two points: 
public safety and weapon design. 

After hearing these former Israeli 
military officers tell me the rationale 
behind this policy, it became easier to 
leam their pistol-shooting technique, 
which is uniquely suited to their coun¬ 
try’s needs. It goes like this: 

Drawing the pistol from the holster 
in the usual manner, rotate it 90 de¬ 
grees as you bring it up to nose level so 
that the pistol is on its side with the slide 
facing inward. At this point your shoot¬ 
ing arm should be bent at about a 45- 
degree angle and parallel to the 
ground. Next, with the weak hand 
grasp the slide in a vise-like grip be- 

Continued on page 79 



In this revised technique you can 
engage close-in targets just as easily 
and quickly as targets that are 
farther away. If the target is close, 
swing the elbow of your master arm 
back down to your hip to assume a 
hip shooting position as shown 
here. If the target is some distance 
away, bring the weak hand in for a 
two-handed grip and raise the sights 
to eye level. 
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SOF COVERT OPERATIONS 


NAVY SEALs 

IN LIBYA 

Cover and Deception Ops Confuse Khadaffi 


I N April 1986, following a number of 
Libyan-sponsored terrorist attacks on 
U.S. targets which culminated in the bomb¬ 
ing of a Berlin disco frequented by Amer¬ 
ican servicemen, President Reagan autho¬ 
rized an air strike against Libya by U.S. 
naval and air forces. Staging from the air¬ 
craft carriers USS Coral Sea (CV-43) and 
USS America (CV-66) as well as England, 
Navy A-6s, F/A 18s and Air Force F-llls 
hit Benina airfield outside Benghazi, Ben¬ 
ghazi itself and military targets near Tripoli. 

Unbeknownst to all but a very few plan¬ 
ners and commanders, however, Libya con¬ 
tinued to be a target for U.S. operations 
throughout the summer of 1986. This was 
first revealed in a copyrighted story by 
Christopher P. Winner in the 17 September 
1987 edition of the Arlington, Virginia 
Journal. Details of the operation are neither 
confirmed nor denied by the U.S. Navy. 
Those details, plus what is known about 
U.S. Navy special warfare operations, pro¬ 
duce the following scenario. 

The Concept 

The unsettled post-raid situation inside 
Libya, with a paranoid Khadaffi at its cen¬ 
ter, was ripe for manipulation. The colonel 
and his intelligence services were highly 
receptive targets for a cover and deception 
operation. Its objective: to undermine or 
destabilize Khadaffi. At the very least it was 
hoped the operation would keep him off 
balance so as to deter further Libyan- 
directed terrorist attacks. 

The plan itself was probably worked out 
in the Operational Security/Operational De¬ 
ception Branch of the Joint Special Opera¬ 
tions Agency or, as Winner suggests, by the 
president’s assistant for national security 
affairs, Vice Admiral John Poindexter. 

The official definition of cover is those 
measures necessary to give protection to an 
operation from the enemy intelligence 
effort. Deception is deliberate manipulation 
of reality for political and/or military gain. 
Cover and deception, then, are opposite 
sides of the same counterfeit coin. The op¬ 
erations are mutually supporting with multi¬ 
ple layers of ploys and plausible ruses or 
notional misdirection, ranging from planted 


false indicators and communications decep¬ 
tion to electronic countermeasures that, 
when combined, deliberately mislead the 
enemy. These operations combine a general 
strategic framework with a more detailed, 
tactical implementation. 

In the modem era, the U.S. Navy has had 
a tactical cover and deception unit, the 
Beach Jumpers, since 1943. After Vietnam 
service, the Beach Jumpers were redesig¬ 
nated as Fleet Composite Operational 
Readiness Group and later moved up to fleet 
command level and redesignated as Fleet 
Tactical Deception Groups. At fleet level 
they are responsible for the electronic coun¬ 
termeasures and electronic warfare portions 
of the mission. From time to time, U.S. 
Navy SEALs (SEAL, for Sea, Air and 
Land, the Navy’s special operations forces) 
may be called on to assist in the execution of 
deception missions. 

At the strategic level, this particular plan 
against Libya called for such psychological 
warfare ploys as Khadaffi-targeted disin¬ 
formation. U.S. Navy SEALs were called 
upon to execute the plan’s tactical dimension. 

The Operation 

In the interest of stealth, submarines were 
chosen as insertion and extraction plat¬ 
forms. Two of the oldest nuclear attack sub¬ 
marines (SSNs) in the fleet, USS Sculpin 
(SSN-590) and USS Shark (SSN-591), both 
Skipjack-Class boats home ported in Grot¬ 
on, Connecticut, were selected due to 
availability. Interestingly enough, the Scul¬ 
pin was the first nuclear-powered attack 
submarine to ever launch SEAL combat 


I COVERT CHRONICLER 

Vietnam veteran John Dwyer has 
written frequently of Navy special war¬ 
fare operations for Soldier of Fortune 
! Magazine. His previous articles include 
“Surface Action,” May ’87; “Swamp 
Warrior,” December ’86; “UDTs in 
Korea, 7 ’ September ’86, and a history of 
the Navy’s SEAL Teams, “SEAL 
Saga,” October ’85. 


by John B. Dwyer 

swimmers. This took place in 1965 during 
an operational readiness exercise near San 
Clemente Island. 

For the deception operation the sub¬ 
marines and SEALs from SEAL Team two 
staged out of La Maddalena and Palau on 
the northern point of the Mediterranean is¬ 
land of Sardinia, with Sculpin and Shark 
alternating missions. The submarines tran¬ 
sited most of the 830-mile southeastern 
course through the Mediterranean underwa¬ 
ter utilizing nuclear power. Miles outside 
the Gulf of Sidra, however, that changed. 

Since January 1986, the Soviet navy had 
been increasing its presence in the central 
Mediterranean. Among the ships of the 
Soviet Black Sea fleet’s 5th Squadron in the 
central Mediterranean and Gulf of Sidra 
were antisubmarine warfare (ASW) de¬ 
stroyers, frigates and a submarine tender 
with command, control, communications 
and intelligence capabilities. These and 
other 5th Squadron combatants were de¬ 
ployed as a naval picket line across the Gulf 
of Sidra. Once the submarines came within 
sonar range of the Soviet ships they 
switched to their backup diesel engines. 
This not only gave them a quieter run but 
was intended to mislead any 5th Squadron 
ship that acquired their sonar signature, thus 
leading the Soviets to think they had de¬ 
tected anything but a U.S. Navy attack sub¬ 
marine. 

From May to October 1986, on a mission 
day, the Sculpin or Shark would surface 
between 2100 and 2400 hours, 13 to 15 
miles offshore from Benghazi for a dry- 
deck launch. Four to six SEALs moved 
quickly up through the opened aft escape 
hatch carrying a deflated black Zodiac rub¬ 
ber boat, muffled Mercury engine and 
equipment. On deck they inflated the boat 
with a low-pressure air hose from the sub¬ 
marine, stowed gear, checked equipment, 
readied the engine and prepared to insert. 
Submariners retrieved the air hose and se¬ 
cured the hatch as the sub submerged be¬ 
neath them, the entire dry-deck launch tak¬ 
ing less than two minutes. 

Thirteen to 15 miles might seem like a long 
sea traverse onto enemy shores except for the 


28 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FEBRUARY 88 





!*A1 Khums 


AJdAbiyA 


MaraA al 

Burayzah 


MiCEH 


CHAD 


ABOVE: USS Shark fSSN-591), underway 
in the Atlantic, landed and recovered SEAL 
teams in tandem missions with her sister 
ship l."SS Sctifpm . Photo: U.S. Navy 

LEFT; KJiiithtffrs Libya, the (ar^L-t of U.S. 
cover and deception operations in the spring 
and hu miner of J98fi. 


FEBRUARY 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 29 









fact that the Zodiac’s surface-hugging shape is 
a proven coastal radar defeater and SEALs 
routinely practice such insertions out of Naval 
Special Warfare Unit Four’s base at Roosevelt 
Roads, Puerto Rico. 

Having gained the beach after being vec¬ 
tored into the insertion point by coded 
bursts, the SEALs used local concealment 
materials to hide the boat. To give Libyan 
radar more targets and movement, opera¬ 
tion controllers convinced willing, friendly 
area merchant ships to take a more southerly 
course, angling them toward the Libyan 
coast. After the first several such insertions, 
SEALs made it a practice to check for tire 
tracks on the sandy beach to gauge Libyan 
patrol schedules for future reference. 

The SEALs then set about what was 
actually their primary task: gathering up¬ 
dated information on and photographing 
antiaircraft and missile-battery installations 
and munitions storage depots. The first two 
parts of their mission were essential since 
the types of radar and geographic positions 
of such weapons systems must be known to 
plan future, effective electronic counter¬ 
measures if another U.S. air raid were to be 
carried out. 

The deception was executed by such ac¬ 
tions and ruses as planting Israeli- and Syr- 
ian-brand cigarette butts, matchboxes and 
U.S. Kleenex tissues. SEALs placed light 
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ABOVE: Crouching low in their Zodiac 
equipped with a muffled Mercury outboard 
engine, these SEALs are outbound after 
completing their mission ashore. Practice 
missions such as the one pictured here 
prepare SEALs for such operations as the 
covert deception operation they conducted 
inside Libya from May to October 1986. 
Photo: Peter D. Sundberg 

LEFT: Nuclear-powered attack submarine 
USS Sculpin (SSN-590) shown here was one 
of the boats used to insert and extract 
SEALs in Zodiac boats from Libyan shores. 
In 1965, while under the command of 
Commander Don Fears, the Sculpin became 
the first nuclear-powered submarine to 
launch and recover SEAL combat 
swimmers. Photo: U.S. Navy 


explosive charges on power lines and tele¬ 
phone poles, alternately using Soviet Type- 
21 and similar Israeli charges. While some 
were detonated, others were soaked in sea¬ 
water and left in place. Those, along with 
detonators conveniently left behind, were 
meant to be found by the Libyans. 

If anyone chanced to catch a glimpse of 
the shadowy forms of SEALs in the night, 
the only thing observed would have been 
unidentified commandos carrying Soviet 
and Israeli weapons. Over the course of the 
operation a source quoted in Winner’s arti¬ 


cle said: “At one point they [the Libyans] 
even suspected the Russians.” This shows 
that an important aspect of any deception 
operation — feedback — was available to 
controllers from a source inside Libya who 
reported on the effectiveness of the effort. 
The time factor is also crucial for any decep¬ 
tion activity, for it allows the strategic and 
tactical ruses and ploys to mix and coalesce 
into an evermore believable, but false, “big 
picture.” 

Upon mission completion, before dawn, 
the four- to six-man SEAL elements re¬ 
turned to the beach, uncovered their Zodiac 
and put out to sea on the planned magnetic 
heading. At the preset time they arrived at 
the rendezvous point 14 miles offshore. Pa¬ 
trolling nearby, the Sculpin or Shark sur¬ 
faced and, in a reverse of the launch proce¬ 
dure, quickly recovered SEALs and Zodiac, 
submerged, then steamed back to La Mad- 
dalena or Palau. Mission accomplished. 

The six-month operation was shut down 
following U.S. press reports of a “disin¬ 
formation campaign” aimed at Libya’s 
Khadaffi, but by that time it had pretty much 
run its course and accomplished its objec¬ 
tive. In the months following the raid Kha¬ 
daffi had, for all intents and purposes, dis¬ 
appeared and was reported to be in hiding 
“somewhere in the desert.” 

Besides the fact that the extended SEAL 


deception operation was so successful, it is 
notable for another factor: It remained a 
kept secret longer than its strategic counter¬ 
part. Only after its completion a year later 
did any details about it appear in the press. 
Planners and commanders now have an 
even better idea of what techniques to em¬ 
ploy to ensure operational security for any 
such future endeavor. In this case that meant 
keeping the operation secret even from the 
commander of the U.S. 6th Fleet in the 
Mediterranean. 

Strategic and tactical cover and deception 
operations, like all special operations, 
should only be conducted after a well 
thought-out and thorough planning process 
by those who know and understand the na¬ 
ture and limitations of such efforts. Perhaps 
most important, as the Libyan deception 
illustrates, they must be very tightly con¬ 
trolled operations. When properly planned 
and executed, cover and deception opera¬ 
tions can reap major strategic and/or tactical 
benefits with a minimum utilization of 
assets. 

Far from being some kind of underhand¬ 
ed ‘ ‘dirty trick, ’ * deception, as a component 
of our national strategy, adds to deterrence, 
bolsters our national security and may ulti¬ 
mately result in saving American lives. And 
as was proven in the Libyan deception, it 
can even deter terrorist attacks. ^ 
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SOF MILITARY AFFAIRS 


SPAIN’S 



LEGION 

End of an Era for Professional Adventurers 

Text & Photos by Ron Hill 


I T was one of those nasty little wars politicians love to start 
but can’t seem to agree upon how to end; one of those 
inconvenient little conflicts that was killing the country’s youth 
and future in a hothouse hellhole of a country overseas. It was 
1920, and Spain, for centuries a world military power, was 
being beaten and embarrassed in her fight to retain her rights to 
what was then called the Spanish Sahara and Spanish Morocco. 

In Madrid the pressure increased as the body count grew, but 
economic considerations, territorial imperatives and national 
pride kept the Spanish from backing down. When Colonel Jos6 
Milan Astray approached the Ministry of Defense with the idea 
of a combat force composed of convicted criminals, renegades, 
foreigners and other “undesirables,” they embraced the plan 
wholeheartedly, and the Spanish Fbreign Legion was bom. 

“Each criminal in many Spanish jails was given a choice,” 
says Colonel Benito Monita, commanding officer of Cuarto 
Tercio, the Legion’s training battalion in Ronda, Spain. They 


SPANISH EXCLUSIVE 

Author Ron Hill is a six-year veteran of the U.S. Marine 
Corps and five-year veteran of the U.S. Navy. He served 
more than two years with the Corps’ First Force Recon 
Company in Vietnam during the mid~60s and five years as a 
Navy photojoumalist and member of the combat camera 
team in Spain, Honduras and El Salvador until 1986. 

According to sources in the Spanish Defense Ministry and 
the Foreign Legion headquarters, Hill is the only journalist, 
Spanish or foreign, ever allowed inside the Legion to 
photograph and write about its operations. There are no 
plans to ever allow another. 

Dissatisfied with what he considers the undisciplined, 
“second-best” attitude of today’s U.S. Navy, Hill left the 
service and is currently a private detective and freelance 
photojoumalist in Orlando, Florida. This is his first article 
for SOF. 


ABOVE RIGHT: Since its inception in 1920, the Spanish 
Foreign Legion has not marched or walked anywhere — 
whenever a unit moves it moves at double-time. Here 
legionnaires carry 7.62x51mm NATO CETME Model ‘C’ battle 
rifles. 

could join the newly formed Legion for duty (read “slaughter”) 
in Morocco or face execution or worse. Understandably many, 
if not most, of them chose the Legion. Enlistment was easy and 
open to everyone, with no questions asked. Like its French 
predecessor, upon which it was based, Spain’s newest armed 
force provided anonymity to men escaping their past via noms 
de guerre and began with an inordinate number of “Jos6 


Ghana native Cabo Primero Bright Amishadee Addo joined the 
Legion for the money and the adventure; now, he says, he 
doesn’t get enough of one and almost none of the other. 
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TO BE A LEGIONNAIRE 

Ws 1000 hours and Cabo Primero Bright Amishadee 
Addo, his desert-gray uniform already soaked with sweat, 
eases down into the small patch of shade under the overhang 
of the mess hall roof. He’s only got, about 15 minutes to eat 
his steak sandwich and drink his beer, one of the four meals 
a Spanish foreign legionnaire is given each day, before he 
goes back on duty. He’s agreed to spend some of those 
precious minutes talking about himself, the Legion and his 
impressions of it. 

*T was bom in Ghana,” Addo begins in heavily accented 
English. “1 lived with my mother, father, brother and three 
sisters and I thought there must be something better. I left 
home and worked my way to the Ivory Coast. I am a 
carpenter by trade.” 

The heat of the summer morning in southern Spain is 
oppressive, but Addo’s ebony features remain dry and 
composed between swigs of his Cruzcampo and bites of his 
sandwich as he thinks back. 

‘‘Carpentry was very poor work in the Ivory Coast, too, 
and I had to find something else to do. I had heard of the 
French Foreign Legion, of course,” Addo says almost 
offhandedly. “They had served a lot in Africa and I knew 
they accepted foreigners, so I decided to join them,” That 
was nearly eight years ago and Addo never made it. He left 
the Ivory Coast by ship, landing in the port of Malaga, 
Spain. . ■ . p 

“When I got here I tried to get a visa to go to France, but 
they wouldn’t give me one,” Addo Says. “Then I heard 
about the Spanish Foreign Legion and it sounded like good 
money and a lot of adventure, so I joined up.” 

As with any new recruit, Addo’s Erst enlistment was for 
three years, but he has re-upped several times after that for 
one year at a time. Is the Legion all he thought it would be? 

“No, it’s not,” he states without any hesitation. “Before 
I joined, I thought the Legion would be a lot harder and 


more adventurous than it is. I’m stationed in the 3rd Bandera 
at Fuente Ventura in the Canary Islands with other foreign 
legionnaires, and we hardly ever go anywhere. There is no 
one to fight, nothing adventurous to do.” His disgust is 
evident, despite the fact that several Legion officers are 
clustered around listening to the interview. He doesn’t know 
whether any of them can speak English or not, 4 T really 
don’t care,” he shrugs. 

Compared to what Addo was making in Ghana, the 
50,000 pesetas a month he earns as a cabo primero (corporal 
first class, or E-4), which is about $435 American, looks 
very good. It looked so good a couple of years ago that he 
married a Spanish girl and has taken Spanish citizenship. 
With all that security under his belt, he’s being driven to 
“climb the corporate ladder. ” 

“I’m trying for promotion to sergeant now,” he mentions 
as he flicks the small ball of wax paper that had wrapped his 
sandwich into the dust of the parade ground. “I’ve got 
enough time-in-grade and Tve passed my sergeant’s courses, 
but there is no opening available.” That means a lot more to 
a legionnaire than an American soldier, since there is no 
“frocking” in the Legion — no promotion until the opening 
exists. Addo is optimistic. He thinks hell get his stripe 
within the next year. 

Time is up! the interview over and Ad do's unit is forming 
up in the hot Spanish sun, rifles at the order. “Four years 
after that,” he grunts, getting up and picking up his weapon, 
“I’ll be eligible for sargento primero and,” he smiles 
tircdly, “after that, who knows?” 

Bright Addo is a “good troop/’ according to his company 
commander; he’s disciplined, professional and expert in his 
specialty. He should go far in the Legion. 

For a young lad with the stars of adventure in his eye, it 
has been a long way from Ghana to the cuartel of the 
Spanish Foreign Legion. Addo made the trip, but it’s 
obvious when talking to him that most of the stars were lost 
somewhere along the way. 
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Utilitarian gray, designed originally for desert camouflage 
during the Moroccan war, is the Legion’s working uniform and 
combat uniform all in one. Red and gold lanyard turns it into 
“parade dress.” 

Gonzalezes,” “Pablo Gomezes” and “John Smiths” on its 
rolls and no money for weapons or equipment. 

Today, 67 years later, a fiery pride bom of that unorthodox 
beginning and the Legion’s heroic past remains, but little else 
would be recognizable to an original obligatorio. As in the 


beginning, the Legion is still banned by Spanish law from 
operations inside Spain (except for training and the Legion’s 
role as shock troops in the Spanish Civil War) but it is no 
longer open to foreign enlistment or commission. 

[Editor's Note: A law which went into effect in 1986 requires 
that to be in any branch of the Spanish military you must be a 

SPANISH FOREIGN ~~ 

LEGION CHRONOLOGY 

• 1920 — Founded by Lieutenant Colonel Jose Milan 
Astray. 

The Legion was to be a separate unit with its own 
administration, supply corps and officer cadres, based partly 
on the French Foreign Legion, which Milan Astray studied. 
The Legion was seen as a way of reducing conscription 
demands in Spain for the unpopular Moroccan conflict. 
Francisco Franco, future Spanish dictator, was named second 
in command. 

• 1920-1926 — During the Moroccan campaign, the Legion 
fought in 845 engagements. 

• 1936-1939 — During the Spanish Civil War. the Legion 
was the vanguard of the army of Africa, which crushed 
republican resistance with ruthless efficiency. After the civil 
war, the Legion reverted to its former role as a colonial 
army, guarding Spain’s remaining African possessions. 

• Mid-1950s — Spain started extensive oil exploration in 
Northern Africa. In 1959 it found the world’s largest 
untapped phosphate deposit, which prompted Morocco to 
renew historic claims to Ifni, a tiny Saharan enclave just 


SPANISH LEGION TODAY 

SOF recently spoke with a senior Spanish Legion officer 
in Spain about the current roles and organization of the unit . 
He requested his name not be used . 

SOF: What is the official name of your group? 

OFFICIAL: The official name is simply “La Legion.” 
Historically it has been called other names, but it is currently 
named “La Legion.” 

SOF: What is the primary mission of the Legion? 

OFFICIAL: We and the Airborne Brigade constitute the 
nucleus of the special units of the Spanish army. We carry 
out any mission for which we are trained and maintain a 
permanent group of units in the garrisons of Ceuta and 
Melilla [Spanish enclaves on the northern shore of 
Morocco], 

SOF: Is a major part of your mission to keep Ceuta 
and Melilla Spanish? 

OFFICIAL: We protect Ceuta and Melilla. The units that 
are there are under the control of the general commandant of 
each city. 

SOF: Is the Legion a separate service — not directly 
under the command of the regular army? 

OFFICIAL: No. The entire Legion, all its units, is under 
the control of the Army General Staff in all respects. It is 
not, for example, like the American Marines; that is, part of 
the Navy but with its own chain of command. This has often 
been misinterpreted by the press. We are completely under 
the control of the army. 

SOF: In order to join the Legion, is it necessary to be 
a Spanish citizen? 

OFFICIAL: Yes, that is true. 

SOF: Has that always been true? 

OFFICIAL: No, it has been true only since the military 
service law of 8 June 1984 went into effect. That’s when the 
recruitment of foreign nationals was stopped. The Royal 
Decree establishing the actual regulations regarding military 


service wasn’t issued until 21 March 1986. 

SOF: Do you have any idea of the motives for 
changing the law? 

OFFICIAL: No. It was a political decision made in 
Madrid, debated by the Parliament. But I don’t know what 
the real reasons were — what it was that caused them to 
suppress the recruitment of foreign nationals. 

SOF: What is your opinion of the change? 

OFFICIAL: Well, I think most of the legionnaires were 
happy with things the way they were. I don’t know the 
reasons that caused people at the level of Parliament where 
the laws are made to want to change. But they didn’t consult 
us and I’m reasonably certain that the proposal to change did 
not originate with the Legion itself. 

SOF: Were there foreigners who were already serving 
in the Legion when the law changed? 

OFFICIAL: Yes, there were. 

SOF: What happened to them? 

OFFICIAL: They retained their positions and all their 
rights. They were allowed to continue their service. 

SOF: How many foreigners are currently serving in 
the Legion? 

OFFICIAL: I think there are slightly over 300, maybe 
320-330 at the present time. 

SOF: Are there any Americans? 

OFFICIAL: There is one. A corporal First-class. That’s the 
highest level in the rank and file. He is attached to the 4th 
Tercio in Ronda. 

SOF: Where do the others come from? 

OFFICIAL: Actually the foreign members currently come 
from a total of 67 countries. 

SOF: How can a Spaniard join the Legion? What do 
you need to do? 

OFFICIAL: Well, you have to present yourself at a 
recruitment center in your province [Spain has 50 provinces] 
and show that you are eligible by proving that your age is 
right [currently the age limit is between 17 and 23] . Then 
you have to undergo and pass a series of physical and 
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citizen of Spain. Foreigners who are already in the Legion may 
stay in as long as they want, until retirement if so desired. 
Officially , Legion officers state that they are complying with 
the law and have no opinion as to whether it is good for the 
Legion or not. An SOF contact in the Spanish embassy said that 
the man in the street probably doesn’t know or care about who 

OfHMunels and assaults! legionnaire outputs oil camels 
During one attack. 87 legionnaires and their captain made a 
gallant last stand against overwhelming numbers at Edchara 
in the Spanish Sahara and died to the last man. 

• 1960s — The Ugion attracted fewer hard core 
professionals and instead drew volunteers who sought an 

Among foreigners, the Ugion still am. 

element, including former french legionnaires and a few 

white mercenaries from the Congo’s civil wars of the iWh. 

• 1969 Morocco assumed control of Ifni 

• 1976 — The Spanish Sahara was ceded to Morocco and 


lurcign naiKmjuv '•< 

• 1986 — Royal Decree banned fon rom the Legion, 

although those already in it could remain until they wanted 
to leave. This marked the end of a colorful era in Spanish 
military history. 


can serve in the Legion , but for old soldiers this is a sad end to 
an honorable tradition in the Spanish military. 

For the determined there is , of course , a way around the law. 
A foreigner can become a citizen of Spain immediately by 
marrying a Spanish citizen. Otherwise you have to live in Spain 
for two years as a registered resident , which is difficult since 
you must be able to prove that you can support yourself without 
working in Spain during that waiting period. At the end of the 
two-year waiting period you can apply for Spanish citizenship. 
Then as a Spanish citizen you would be eligible to join the 
Legion.] 

And there are no more “Pablo Gomezes.” If you’re a 
criminal on the run, have a history of drug problems or health 
trouble of any kind, don’t waste the Legion’s time — you 
won’t be accepted. As Monita says, “The Legion has become a 
body of professionals.” Applications from new recruits are 
accepted only at bandera headquarters in Ceuta and Melilla 
(North Africa), Fuente Ventura (Canary Islands) and Ronda 
(mainland Spain). 

The basic recruit spends eight weeks in boot camp being 
drilled in the manual of arms, armed and unarmed combat, and 
rifle, pistol and grenade marksmanship. Once a recruit 
graduates he (there are no women in Spain’s armed forces) 
takes the rank of legionario, equivalent to the rank of private in 
the U.S. military, and is shipped out to Africa or the Canary 
Islands where he’ll begin training in his specialty. In three 
months he is promoted, on merit alone, to legionario primera 
clase (PFC). Six months later he can be elevated to cabo f or 
corporal, and from then on an opening has to exist before he 
can advance, which means someone above him has to die, retire 

















or leave the Legion. If he’s lucky, in 20 years he can be 
commissioned a subteniente (a cross between a sergeant major 
and a second lieutenant — if that makes any sense) and be 
bringing in as much as 100,000 pesetas (about $860) a month in 
salary. A legionnaire can retire at age 58 after 20 years’ 
service, but if he doesn’t advance above the rank of cabo by the 
time he’s 45, he’s out. There is no “Crocking” or brevetting 
(honorable commission without a raise in pay or authority) since 
the Legion is strictly structured and rigidly controlled as to size. 

“Right now we have around 7,000 legionnaires,” says 
Capitdn Jos6 L£zares, “with about 10 to 15 percent of our force 
composed of foreigners, but that amount varies slightly 
depending on recruiting and losses.” Recruiting doesn’t mean 
quite the same thing in Spain that it does in America, however. 
The Spanish Foreign Legion is in no danger of dying out for 
lack of applicants, since every Spanish male is required to serve 
18 months of active military service upon reaching his 18th 
birthday, and a certain number of those draftees or obligatorios 
volunteer for the Legion rather than serve in the army, navy, air 
force or marine infantry. 

An obligatorio is completely cared for during that 18 months 
and is given housing, food, clothing, cigarettes (whether he 
smokes or not) and other necessities. He earns approximately 
600 pesetas (about $5.00) a month in cash. If he is married, his 
wife is out of luck because Spain doesn’t provide for 
dependents’ care. If he re-ups after that 18 months, however, 



“WITH EVERY COURTESY 
AND ASSISTANCE” 

After nearly six months of official photography for the 
Spanish admiral in charge of one of the country’s largest 
naval bases, I happened to make the offhand comment that 
I’d never heard much about the Spanish Foreign Legion and 
would sure like to see their operations and write a story 
about them. The admiral acted as though he didn’t hear me, 
but his executive officer, called El Segundo , apparently did, 
as he winced slightly and turned his head away. Almost a 
year to the day later I was summoned to the admiral’s office 
by a rather cryptic phone call from the exec. 

“El almhante has your papers and would like to see you 
immediately,” the executive officer said crisply. What 
papers he was referring to I had no idea, since I had all but 
forgotten my comment and had temporarily shelved my 
ambition toward the Legion story. I had been told by several 
high-ranking Spanish military officers that, on orders from 
Madrid, no stories had ever been done on the Legion; to 
take a camera inside a Legion camp or photograph a 
legionnaire was punishable by a long term in prison. 

I was a little nervous as I was escorted into the admiral’s 
office, but he smiled and informed me in aristocratic 
Castilian that he was very sorry my request had taken so 
long to act upon, but better late than never. He handed me a 
simple teletype dispatch originating with the commanding 
general of the Spanish Foreign Legion and addressed to any 
and all Legion officers, wherever they may be. It read: 

“This is to introduce Sargento Ron Hill, an American 
military photojoumalist, who is to be extended every 
courtesy and assistance in his efforts to write a story about 
the Legion, He is expressly permitted the possession and use 
of cameras and recording equipment.” 

I was dismissed after managing a mumbled “thank you” 
and taken in hand by the segundo. who wasted no time 
confirming the date or dates I wanted to travel to Legion 
headquarters in Ronda and calling the colonel in charge to 
set it up. Just before I left his office, segundo shook his 
head slightly and told me, “Without almkante’s connections 
this would never have been possible. The Legion is very, 
very private.” 

Armed with the official pass, my 17-year-old son and I 


rolled up to the thick concrete portals of the Legion barracks 
at Ronda about a week later. I realized right away that 
getting out of the truck with my cameras over my shoulder 
was a mistake, as bolts slid home with ominous “clacks” 
and both of us found ourselves looking at the business ends 
of Legion rifles. Although I had spent two years in Vietnam 
and had reported stories on six continents in as many combat 
zones, this was the first time I had run into a situation where 
I felt that raising my hands slowly over my head and 
keeping them plainly in view was definitely not 
melodramatic. 

Neither guard would say a word after the initial “Alto!” 
or respond to my hasty explanations and assurances. Neither 
one of them took his eyes off us for a second. It felt like at 
least four years later (it was actually less than 30 seconds) 
when the sergeant of the guard appeared behind the 
concertina, cautioning me to remain still and state my 
business. I carefully handed over the teletype introduction 
and my Spanish ID card, and he disappeared into the 
guard shack. 

I was beginning to get a bit paranoid and to think I’d been 
set up when the sergeant ran out of the shack and yelled to 
the guards that I was cleared. He almost broke his wrist 
getting the gates open and apologizing for the treatment but, 
he explained, the whole barracks was on edge. An intruder 
had gotten through their perimeter wire the week before and 
had been shot and wounded by a guard. As it turned out, the 
intruder was a local farmer looking for a stray cow. The 
farmer should have known better, but he was beginning to 
cause trouble asking tor compensation. The guards were 
taking no chances this day since their comrade of the 
previous week was now awaiting court-martial for his 
actions. No, not for wounding the intruder, but for not 
killing him outright. I checked this story later and found it to 
be true — Legion guards shoot to kill, not wound. 

We were directed politely to the top of the bluff and the 
city of Ronda itself, where the colonel-in-charge was 
located. There a colorful, hard-bitten Legion veteran of 20 
years, Teniente Antonio Ortega Navarro, chief of the 
military police, saluted and introduced himself as our 
“guide” for the day. Typical of any good journalist, my 
initial reaction was, “Right! Guide or censor, my friend?” 

If I had said it out loud instead of just shaking hands and 
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introducing myself I’m sure our visit would have been much 
shorter, much more formal and a lot less informative. 

Teniente Navarro knew the Legion inside out, from its 
inception to the present, and very obviously had no 
restrictions given to him for our visit. After the obligatory 
meeting and interview with the colonel and executive 
officer, NavaiTO loosened his field scarf, tipped his cap out 
of regulation and left it completely up to us as to where we 
wanted to go and whom we wanted to talk to. Being a 
typical joumalist/cynic I figured I’d fmd out right away just 
how far “every courtesy and assistance” went and told him 
flat out, “Boot camp.” NavaiTO never batted an eye. This 
time when we pulled up to the concrete and concertina portal 
outside the training area we were met with salutes instead 
of rifles. 

From recruit training to a Legion barracks, from the 
enlisted club to the brig, from the officers’ mess to the 
armory to the highly secure special operations units* offices 
we went, with liberal and frequent Navarro-suggested stops 
at roadside bars, “just to shake the dust of the parade 
ground,” he explained each time in his thick Andalusian 
dialect. Throughout the day it became gradually apparent 
that Navarro never had to worry about body armor; any 
bullet hitting that gut would come out second best. It was 
also made abundantly clear that any legionnaire foolish 
enough to be half a beat slow with a salute or not show the 
proper courtesy to the “Legion’s guests” came out far worse 
than second — Navarro was the epitome of the no-nonsense 
professional warrior proud of his unit and anxious to finally 
be able to show it off. 

Before we left that evening Navarro and Capitdn Jose 
Ldzares informed us that the colonel would immediately 
arrange for our transportation and billeting in any of the 
Legion outposts in North Africa or the Canary Islands if we 
would just let him know when we wished to go. It was an 
unheard of, unprecedented offer and Navarro privately 
insisted that we take the colonel up on it. “Out in the field 
is where the Legion is really the Legion,” he advised. They 
were disappointed, although not half so much as I was, 
when I had to decline temporarily due to time and work 
pressures. The trip is still pending and I’m determined to 
report on the Legion in the field as soon as I can get away. 


ABOVE LEFT: On rare occasions, such as the Legion’s 
anniversary, the drum and bugle corps of the Bandera Segunda , 
based in North Africa, gives public performances. 

ABOVE: Spanish Foreign Legion shoulder patch and aiguiUette 
(ornamental cord worn on the shoulder) are displayed proudly 
by legionnaire on parade in Ronda. 

BELOW: Member of the Spanish Foreign Legion’s crack drill 
team, Escuadra de Gastadores , which literally translated means 
“Sapper Squadron,” holds 7.62x51mm NATO CETME Model 
‘C’ battle rifle. 
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the story changes dramatically. as a correspondence school. “Before you can be promoted,” 

“Legionarios are paid 16,000 pesetas (about $140) a month says Navarro, “each rank has its own courses you have to pass 

plus their clothing, housing and four meals a day,” says successfully such as topography, ordnance, tactics, military 

Teniente Antonio Ortega Navarro, head of the Legion’s military morals and so forth. As you go up in rank the courses get 

police. “They are given breakfast, a mid-morning snack, lunch harder and harder.” 

and dinner.” The day’s menu cards explicitly state that each Those legionnaires who show outstanding abilities and 

legionnaire will have sandwiches and champagne at physical qualities are offered a chance to join one of three 

mid-morning; meat, fish, fruit, coffee, bread, butter and sherry companies of the Unidad de Operaciones Especiales (UOE) — 

for lunch; and meat, fish, vegetables and fruit, bread and butter, the Legion’s force recon or SEAL Teams. These units, much as 
dessert and cognac for dinner. Every evening the cook prepares their American counterparts, are highly secret, specially trained 
many different courses and takes them to the commanding guerrilla fighters. Again, as with their American counterparts 

officer on a silver tray with silver covers over each dish. He who train with them in Africa or Spain on a regular basis, each 

samples the dishes and chooses the cena (evening meal) menu man’s dedication has to be unswerving. According to Lieutenant 

for the troops. The evening meal is formal. When the Legion Colonel Antonio Lucas Gonzalez, the head of special 

deploys, the menu is, of necessity, trimmed, but the troops still operations, the teams spend 10 months a year in the field, 
eat very well. living out of their packs and off the land, returning to base 

Promotion through the ranks used to be based on strength and camp in Ronda only for resupply. The day of the interview with 

survival. Today’s Legion has its own university, the Academia Gonzalez, companies one and two were preparing their plan of 

de Mando Legionarios in the port city of Malaga, that functions operations for a joint assault on Grenada in conjunction with the 
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Unlike the American forces, the Legion still allows beards and 
personal-taste hair styles. 


U.S. Navy’s SEAL Team 2, the SEAL strike force. Trained in 
parachuting, demolition, underwater demolition and 
search-and-destroy, long-range reconnaissance, small arms, 
unarmed combat, knife fighting and sabotage as well as 
communications and survival, members of the UOE are seldom 
seen and never interviewed. 

The Legion’s job, its only job, is to protect Spain’s interests 
and fight her battles overseas. Today there are legionnaires from 
Spain, Ghana, Guyana, England, Italy, Morocco, China and the 
United States stationed in Ceuta, Melilla, Fuente Ventura, 

Ronda and Malaga. The Legion remains essentially what it has 
been for the past 67 years, but it will no longer be one of the 
last organized options for the freelance mere. 

The new law has closed the door on a colorful and heroic era 
in military history, an era whose fiery tradition blazes across the 
banners of the Spanish Foreign Legion: Legionarios a Luchar, 
Legionarios a Mom — Legionnaires to the Fight, Legionnaires 
to the Death! ^ 


frightened camels and horses were disappearing into the 
distance by this time. As for the Arabs who had arrived with 
the first caravan of camels, they were all lying face down, 
flat on the ground. Scattered around were the dead bodies of 
some Arabs and also many badly injured horses which we 
had to shoot to put out of their suffering. 

We had radioed for reinforcements when the firing 
commenced and now they were here. Jeeps and legionnaires 
on horses had come to our assistance, but by this time the 
fighting was actually over, with three of our legionnaires 
wounded. Two of them had caught a bullet in the arm and 
the other a bullet in his leg. There were wounded men 
among the Arabs also. 

Our officer in charge ordered the wounded men to be 
taken to hospital without delay. They were transported in the 
jeep to our military hospital at El Ayun, the wounded Arabs 
included, as some of these had been shot many times and 
were bleedingr profusely. 

The newly arrived legionnaires on horseback were 
instructed to go collect the stray animals, including the 
camels with the merchandise, and bring them back to where 
we were. When this task was completed the Arabs were then 
ordered to take charge of those belonging to them. 

All the Spanish legionnaires and the prisoners then walked 
back to the garrison at El Ayun. This had been one of 
several similar attacks on the legionnaires in this territory. 

A few months passed and then a complete company of 
legionnaires, 200 in all, set out on a reconnaissance trip in 
this same area. During the night they were ambushed by 
more than 1,000 Arabs who killed every one of the 
legionnaires, including officers. It was thought that the 
legionnaire guards had been overpowered under cover of 
darkness before having the opportunity of giving the alarm 
to their sleeping comrades. 

I considered myself fortunate not to have been in the 
company of legionnaires of that particular bandera. Three 
days went by, none of those legionnaires returned and it was 
obvious that something extraordinary was wrong. 

The next morning my company went to search for the 
missing men. We had walked between six and seven miles 
before encountering the ill-fated company of slaughtered 
legionnaires all over the ground. Every last one of them 
dead, either from mutilation or from having been shot. 

After witnessing this horrible massacre there were 
legionnaires in my outfit who were showing more emotion 
than I had previously seen. But after the sadness came a 
different feeling. A terrible anger swept over all of us and 
what we wanted now was revenge. Legionnaires of my 
bandera were shouting to the officers that they wanted a 
white card from now on. This meant license to kill outright. 


Not merely to wound the enemy nor to take prisoners but to 
kill everyone. Our officer in charge knew exactly how we 
were feeling as he was just as angry and saddened by the 
sight of so many brave legionnaires, no less than we were. 

But orders had to be obtained by General Franco and sent 
to us by message. No such permission of this kind was 
granted to the legionnaires before two weeks had elapsed. 
Previous to this we had radioed to El Ayun to send 25 
lorries so that we could bring the dead legionnaires back to 
the garrison. It was a very busy time with so many funeral 
arrangements to be made and also having to dig the graves 
in the ground which surrounded the garrison. This was a 
cemetery for only the legionnaires, and an around the clock 
guard was kept. 

At the burials the legionnaires’ priest said the appropriate 
words and all legionnaires presented arms in a solemn 
fashion, kneeling on the ground with our bayonets fixed to 
our rifles. 

After this we were ordered by our officer to stand to 
attention and replace our bayonet in its sheath and then to 
lift our rifle 45 degrees skyward to give a three-shot salute 
as a last sign of respect to the dead legionnaires. The officer 
then ordered all the legionnaires to stand to attention and to 
sing “The Death of the Legionnaire.” These are the words: 

He was so brave and fearless, he signed on in the Legion. 
Nobody knew in the tercio, who was that legionnaire. 

Like a wolf bite in his heart. 

I am engaged to the dead, and I can’t escape it. 

I am engaged to the dead, that go to unite with strong and 
sincere companions. 

When the firing was fierce, and the fighting was hard, 
Defending his flag, the legionnaire went forward. 

Without fear of the enemy’s aggression, he knew how to die 
so bravely. 

His identification recovered, when they took his body from 
the ground, 

At the end of the final battle, inside his chest, they found, 

A letter and a photograph of a beautiful woman. 

The letter said, “If one day God should call you. 

To myself, I vow, that I will go in search of you.” 

With his life’s blood pouring on the hot ground. 

The delirious legionnaire said in a low voice, 

4 T am engaged to the dead, and I go to unite with my strong 
and true companion.” 

Legionnaires to the fight, legionnaires to the death. 

Everyone felt sad as they returned to their respective posts 
after such an occasion. In the days and weeks that followed, 
many Arabs died at the hands of the Spanish legionnaires. 
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ERITREA’S 

FEMMES 

FATALES 


P EERING through the gun 
slit of a fortified 
machine-gun bunker, Nebret 
Kubrom pointed out into 
no-man’s land, where the 
sun-bleached bones of 
Ethiopian soldiers lay 
protruding through remnants 
of their green fatigues. 

Nebret Kubrom, a 
smolderingly attractive 25 
year old, was inspecting her 
sector of the Nacfa front, 
where she commands an 
infantry platoon of the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) — 30 percent of 
whom are women. “I and my 
fighters are ready for them 
when they come again.” 
Kubrom’s face was hard and 
determined, showing the 
adamant resolve of the 
professional soldier. “But 
when they do attack, we will 
kill them again.” 

There is no discrimination 
between the sexes for particular 
roles. EPLF women warriors 
serve as front-line infantry and 
drive tanks; they also man 
artillery howitzers and are 
sappers tasked with clearing 
paths through enemy mine 
fields. 


Front-Line 
Fighters 
in Africa’s 
Forgotten 
War 

Author John Jameson with 
EPLF forces in Eritrea. 



HAVE CAMERA, WILL TRAVEL 

John Jameson fought in Rhodesia during the last 18 
months of that war. Afterward, he entered the British 
Army, graduated from the Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst and served as a mechanized platoon 
commander in BAOR (British Army of the Rhine), 
Germany. Leaving the forces, Jameson continued a 
similar line of work, but in the capacity of a 
photojoumalist on assignments in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, eastern and southern Africa as well as 
Northern Ireland. 
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ABOVE: Nebret Kubrom, 25, a 
female platoon commander, has 
been fighting for eight years, 
during which time she has been 
wounded four times. 


RIGHT: Civilians wounded by 
air attacks undergo treatment at 
the EPLF’s Oroto hospital. 
Oroto hospital is stretched out 
along a valley floor over a 
distance of some five miles, 
where nursing wards, 
laboratories and operating 
rooms are dug in below ground 
level, camouflaged against 
Ethiopian air strikes. 



We were crouched in the 
forward fire trenches; only 50 
meters away, beyond the 
barbed wire and antipersonnel 
mines, were those of the 
enemy — the Marxist army of 
Ethiopia’s ruling Dergue 
(Committee) led by Colonel 
Mengistu. We had to move 
with caution, taking care not 
to expose ourselves to the 
apparently indolent, but 
nevertheless ever present, 
Ethiopian snipers. 

Wounded four times, 
Kubrom’s arm bore the scar 
of a vicious bayonet slash 
earned while leading her 
platoon in a counterattack 
against Ethiopian trenches. 
Her Kalashnikov still works, 
despite two holes through 
the receiver, testifying to 
the fierce nature of 
close-quarters combat, 
reminiscent of “going over 
the top” tactics from World 
War I. 

This is Africa’s forgotten 
war, and its longest. For 
almost 25 years Eritreans have 
been fighting against 
Ethiopian occupation of their 
Red Sea territory, which is 
approximately the same size 
as Mississippi. 

The EPLF has been 
described as the paradigm of 
liberation fighters in Africa’s 
long history of secessionist 
wars; their determination, 
tenacity and courage are 
legendary. They are the 
fighters, immortalized by 
Kipling, who broke the 
British square. 

Now in control of the 
northern third of the country, 
they have dug, fortified and 
presently man a 400-kilometer 
trench front, deploying their 
forces in divisions, brigades 
and battalions. But perhaps 
the most extraordinary 
achievement for this volunteer 
army, estimated between 
40,000 and 50,000 men and 
women, is that they are 
wholly reliant on armaments 
captured from Ethiopian 
forces. 

They can mobilize some 
150 tanks and armored 
vehicles as well as heavy and 
light artillery, rocket 
launchers and antiaircraft 



Out of Africa’s longest war 
comes the certain knowledge 
that Eritrea will find its 
freedom. 


guns. The EPLF is now a 
larger and better equipped 
army than many African 
states, but that is where the 
equation ends. Their 
professional approach stands 
up well against, and in some 
cases surpasses, those of 
Western forces. 

The regime in Addis Ababa 
is under considerable 
pressure. Faced with 
insurrection from six 
secessionist movements and a 
major war with Somalia, it 
has to allocate 40 percent of 
the Ethiopian budget to 
finance Africa’s largest army 
of 300,000 men — whose 
strength, despite a series of 
forced conscriptions, is 
becoming increasingly 
difficult to maintain. So 
seriously stretched is the 
Ethiopian army that Cuban 
troops have virtually taken 
over the fighting in the 
Ogaden region. But the EPLF 
is the Dergue’s single largest 
threat, and more than 100,000 
troops, equipped and led at 
battalion level by the Soviets, 
are now stationed in Eritrea. 

“Operation Red Star” in 
the fall of 1985 was then- 
eighth and most recent 
attempt at storming the 
EPLF’s redoubtable defenses, 
and the grotesque mummified 
corpses in no-man’s land told 
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of their failure. Conscripting 
further troops for the long 
awaited and much heralded 
“ninth and final offensive” 
had proved to be a problem, a 
deep malaise having beset the 
military, giving the EPLF 
much-needed time to prepare. 
Meanwhile, Kubrom and her 
platoon maintained a vigilant 
watch. 

“We know they are trying 
to build up their strength, but 
their lack of morale is their 
greatest problem. Their 
soldiers do not want to 
fight.” 

For Kubrom and her fiery 
amazons, war has been the 
only way of life they have 
known, the fear of constant 
attack something they have 
learned to live with, and the 
defense of their spartan 
positions second nature. Their 
trench system was part of 
number two company’s 
position on a salient 
overlooking the enemy on 
Denden mountain in the 3rd 
Battalion’s sector of the 61st 
Division’s tactical area of 
responsibility. 

Sentries continuously 
manned an old AC Spark Plug 
.50-caliber M2HB captured 
from the Ethiopians in the 
days when the United States 
supported the “Lion of 
Judah,” Emperor Haile 
Selassie. Although battered, 
the weapon was nevertheless 
spotlessly maintained, its 
shells glistening with a light 
oil; waiting for the moment to 
rake the Ethiopian positions 
with fire. 

Two sections maintained a 
presence in the forward 
positions. Lying on stone 
“beds” cramped in sleeping 
bays hewn out of the granite 



For 25 years Eritreans have been resisting Ethiopian occupation of 
their Mississippi-sized territory. Nacfa and Halhal are sites of 
intense trench warfare between EPLF and Ethiopian army. 


rock, each fighter had his or 
her own individual “fighting 
order” which hung from logs 
making up the overhead 
protection. Consisting of a 
canvas belt with magazines, 
stick-grenade pouches made 
from the leather of Ethiopian 
army boots, and small Soviet 
water canteens, it was 


certainly frugal. “In defense, 
my fighters need no more 
than bullets and water,” said 
Kubrom confidently, and with 
a little chuckle. “We have no 
plans of running away.” 

Nestled in almost every 
rocky niche of this defensive 
catacomb, grenades, RPG 
rockets and AK rounds were 


menacing company for the 
rats, mice and scorpions 
sharing the trenches with 
these hardy fighters. There 
was no attempt at segregation 
in the narrow confines, and 
the women, though clad in 
drab, unflattering khaki, made 
no attempt to disguise their 
femininity. But the discipline 
was evident. “There is never 
any problem. We are all too 
preoccupied with being alert. 
The men respect my 
experience, as do my sisters.” 
As well they should. Kubrom is 
a veteran of eight years’ 
combat, the last three 
commanding her platoon. 

In a rear-slope position, her 
third section was on admin 
duties, preparing a meager 
lunch of njera, a sour 
fermented bread that is 
singularly disgusting, and tea. 
Water had to be brought up 
from a stream an hour’s 
struggle away. In the searing 
heat after lunch, safe in the 
knowledge of the Ethiopians’ 
torpor, the platoon gathered 
together under the camouflage 
of acacia branches as Kubrom 
read aloud the EPLF’s 
biweekly newsletter, which 
the platoon then discussed. I 
was disconcerted to find 
myself drawn in over an 
article on Mrs. Thatcher’s 
Anglo-Irish accord and the 
role of British troops in 
Northern Ireland. 

A more incongruous sight 
you could not imagine: 
heavily armed men and 
women seated along the 
sun-baked trenches, earnestly 
discussing the partition of 
Ireland and the strength of 
nationalist sentiment, while 
only 100 meters away were 
Ethiopian trenches. 

Concluding the seminar, 
Kubrom brought them to 
attention and dismissed them 
with a revolutionary cry of 
A wet Nehafash (Victory to 
the Masses), accompanied by 
a clenched-fist salute. 

“My fighters have an 
unquenchable thirst for world 
news. We listen every day to 
Voice of America, the BBC, 


FACTS & FIGURES ON ETHIOPIA 

Official Name: Socialist Ethiopia. 

Population: 31 million (1980). 

Ethnic Groups: Oromo 40%, Amhara 25%, Tigre 12%, 
Sidhama 9%, other 14%. 

Religions: Muslim 40-45%, Ethiopian Orthodox Christian 
15-25%, animist 30-45%. 

Languages: Amharic (official), Tigrinya, Orominga, 
Arabic, English. 

Education: Years compulsory — none. 

Literacy: 8%. 

Life Expectancy: 38 years. 

Work Force: Agriculture 86%, industry and commerce 
10%, other 4%. 

Geography: 472,000 square miles (about the size of 
Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico combined). 

Capital: Addis Ababa. 

Terrain: High plateau, mountains, dry lowland plains. 

Climate: Temperate in the highlands; hot in the 
lowlands. 

Per Capita Income: $117. 

Natural resources: Potash, salt, gold, copper, platinum. 

Agriculture (52% of GNP): Coffee, cereals, pulses, 
oilseed, meat, hides, skins. 

Industry (14% of GNP): textiles, processed foods, 
construction, cement, hydroelectric power. 

Government: Provisional military government. 

Constitution: None. 

Political parties: None. 

Suffrage: None. 
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as well as to the Voice of the 
Masses.’ 1 The Voice of the 
Masses is the EPLF radio 
station, broadcasting in five 
languages throughout the 
Horn of Africa. 

Their avid thirst for 
knowledge and culture is 
epitomized by the 
well-thumbed copies of 
literature dealing with social 
issues that are much in 
evidence around the trenches. 
Dickens is especially popular, 
along with Guy de 
Maupassant and Gorky, which 
are translated into Tigrinya 
and printed on EPLF presses. 

That evening, dug in on a 
rear-slope position, four 
82mm mortars were being 
prepared for action. Mecca 
Yassin, 24, who joined the 
EPLF five years ago, quickly 
adjusted the sights of a 
captured mortar, aligning it on 
the white aiming post. The 
mortar commander relayed the 
instructions to an observer 
positioned in a trench 
overlooking the Ethiopian 
front line. 

“Two rounds, fire for 
effect,” came that order over 
the radio. Yassin dropped two 
high-explosive rounds down 
the tube, then there was a 
clunk and a spurt of smoke as 
the two rounds discharged in 
rapid succession. A 30-second 
delay and the crump of the 
two explosions could be heard 
landing a kilometer away. 
Their positions were noted, 
and fire corrections relayed 
back. Yassin adjusted her 
sights and was handed a 
further two rounds by Hanna, 
her number two. The rounds 
were set for delayed 
detonation to penetrate 
Ethiopian overhead cover. 

Now that the baseplates were 
settled in from the first few 
rounds, all four mortars were 
set on the coordinates, and a 
10-minute barrage 
commenced. 

In the tedium of trench 

Armed with a captured 
Kalashnikov, Nebret Kubrom is 
determined to help win 
Eritrea’s independence — the 
hard way. Vicious bayonet scar 
on her left arm is souvenir of 
eight years of fighting. 



EPLF’s great success in 
mobilizing women is due to the 
near equality of sexes in EPLF 
forces; this is a striking 
difference from a society where 
women are treated, at best, as 
second-class citizens. 


warfare such actions are as 
much to keep up the morale 
of the troops as to inflict 
casualties on the enemy and 
elicit a response. The 
retaliation came later that 
night, when Ethiopian artillery 
bombarded our positions with 
Katyusha rockets and shells. 
Without the benefit of 
observers correcting their aim, 
only superficial damage was 
inflicted. The main effect was 
to disturb the sleep of the 
fighters, who were safely 
ensconced in their 
well-fortified dugouts. 

Farther west along the front 
at Halhal, a bone-rattling 
10-hour night ride away, 
crews of an armored regiment 
sat under acacia trees studying 
English. Beside them lay their 
webbing and weapons, while 
laagered in camouflaged 
“hides” around them were 
their T-55s. Captured and 
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now used against their former 
owners, these tanks are part 
of the EPLF’s Armored 
Brigade. “Our role at present 
is to provide artillery fire 
support for our infantry 
battalions dug in on the 
Halhal mountains,” said Elias 
Sequar, a 41-year-old troop 
commander in command of 
five tanks. 

He had led his troops in the 
battles for Barentu and Mersa 
Teclai, when the EPLF went 
on the offensive in 1984, 
combining their armored and 
infantry units in 
well-coordinated operations 
which led to the fall of these 
two important Ethiopian 
towns. “I was trained by the 
Americans on Ml 13s when I 
was in the Ethiopian army,” 
explained Sequar, “and have 
studied the blitzkrieg armored 
tactics of Heinz Guderian at 
officer’s school. 

“Our major problem is 
spares, which curtails pur 
operational capability, and 
though we manufacture a 
number of items in our base 
workshops, we sometimes 
have to go out on foraging 
expeditions to take what we 
can from the enemy. But our 
field workshops are getting 
more proficient and can now 
change an engine pack within 
five hours.” 

His driver, an attractive 
29-year-old woman, laughed 
at the suggestion that driving 
tanks did not seem like a 
woman’s job. “I have been 
driving this tank for five years 
now and have seen a lot of 
fighting.” Her eyes sparkled 
from beneath the leather 
helmet at the thought, and 
then she added with 
reflection, as though the 
fighting were a minor 
hindrance compared to the 
lack of crew comforts: “With 
the hatch on it does get hot 
and very noisy, but having 
this helmet and being small 
help.” 


EPLF’s great success in 
mobilizing women has been 
due to the emphasis they put 
on the role of women in a 
society that has changed little 
since biblical times. In the 
EPLF there is no 
discrimination between the 
sexes for particular roles. Not 
only do these African 
amazons serve as front-line 
infantry and drive tanks, they 
also “man” artillery 
howitzers. Even EPLF 
engineer units, tasked with the 
hazardous duty of clearing 
paths through enemy mine 
fields, have women sappers. 

The reasons they give for 
volunteering are varied, but 
without exception stem from a 
deep-rooted desire to liberate 
their country. “Even though I 
lived a relatively comfortable 
life as a refugee in Port 
Sudan, I was not able to live 
with my conscience while the 


Dergue murdered my 
countrymen,” said Sadia, a 
20-year-old Muslim woman. 

Ztsege, 26, qualified as a 
computer programmer in 
Kenya but felt obliged to 
return. “In the field we are in 
our land and fighting for 
freedom. I am not frightened 
about killing — if your enemy 
attacks, you must kill him!” 
Having completed her basic 
training, she was to go into 
the line for six months before 
being assigned to computers 
in the Communications 
Battalion. 

Setel, 15, one of three 
daughters of a Muslim refugee 
family, had another motive 
for volunteering. “My family 
had decided that I was to 
marry, but I wanted to fight 
for my country, so I ran 
away.” 

The training is tough and 
exacting. EPLF’s women are 


MYTH OF THE AMAZONS 

This article inspired a discussion in the SOF offices 
about Amazon women. Most reference books claim that 
they are purely mythical, but a poll of SOF editors 
revealed a belief that there is some sort of historical 
foundation for the stories. Who hasn’t heard the story 
about Amazon warriors who removed their left breast to 
improve their marksmanship with a bow and arrow? And 
anyway, it’s such a good tale. 

All we can say for sure is that the Amazons were a 
legendary nation of female warriors said to have lived in 
northeastern Asia Minor near the southern coast of the 
Black Sea, where they formed an independent kingdom 
(queendom?). They made a number of warlike 
excursions: to Scythia (southern Russia), Thrace (northern 
Greece), the coast of Asia Minor, the Aegean islands and 
even Arabia, Syria and Egypt. 

No men were allowed to live in their country, but once 
a year, in order to prevent their race from dying out, they 
visited the Gargareans, a neighboring tribe, to replenish 
their population. Male offspring of these conjugal visits 
were either put to death or sent back to their fathers; 
females were kept and trained by their mothers in 
agricultural pursuits, hunting and the art of war. 

Several famous Greek heroes crossed paths with the 
Amazons. One of Hercules’ tasks was to obtain the girdle 
of the Amazonian queen, Hippolyte. Theseus carried off 
Hippolyte’s sister, Antiope, and she died fighting at his 
side. Amazons appear in stories about Alexander the 
Great, and Pompey is said to have found them in the 
army of Mithridates. 

The legendary female warriors may be just a figment 
of the Greek imagination, no more real than mermaids 
and sirens. But, on the other hand, the Eritrean warriors in 
this story may be the ancestors of one of those “mythical” 
excursions into Egypt and Arabia. Why not? 


taught how to shoot to kill, 
using captured weapons such 
as American M14s, Soviet 
AK-47s and German G3s. 
They are also given a working 
kno wledge of support 
weapons, including RPGs, 
recoilless rifles and mortars. 
But specialist training takes 
place on the front line when 
they are posted to their units, 
be it an infantry or antiaircraft 
battalion, or an armored or 
artillery regiment. 

Discipline is instilled by 
plenty of foot drill, with 
instructors using old British 
Army drill manuals to run 
recruits through their paces. 
Squads drilled up and down in 
the same fashion as on drill 
squares in armies the world 
over, mistakes were picked up 
and recruits yelled at with a 
ferocity that had them shaking 
— though sloping arms with 
Kalashnikovs is a little more 
difficult than with Lee 
Enfields. 

Major Negash, formerly of 
the Ethiopian army, an 
original member of the 
Dergue and now senior 
instructor at the training 
camp, said of his female 
recruits: “After training, the 
women fighters run as fast, 
shoot as straight, throw 
grenades as far and are 
certainly as brave as any of 
the men.” 

It is during basic training, 
when still segregated, that the 
ideals of the EPLF are 
instilled in the recruits. Tribal 
traditions are excised and the 
continued practice of religious 
beliefs vehemently 
discouraged. The majority of 
recruits are Coptic Christian, 
but 40 percent are from the 
more deeply conservative 
Muslim population. 

The tradition of female 
circumcision, where the 
woman’s clitoris is removed 
and in some cases the vulva 
stitched up, is still practiced 
and causes many deaths every 
year; it is the women’s major 
health hazard. Doctor Abreast 
Kidan, who heads the EPLF’s 
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EPLF women undergo 82mm 
mortar training as well as 
instruction in other 
support-weapon areas. And they 
use this training against the 
Ethiopians in combat. 


department of gynecology and 
obstetrics, has led a vigorous 
campaign to put an end to this 
practice, and claims that in 
areas under EPLF control 
incidences have been reduced 
by 75 percent. 

Oroto hospital, where Dr. 
Kidan works, is stretched out 
along a valley floor over a 
distance of some five miles. It 
is a testimonial to the EPLF’s 
engineering, military and 
medical skills. Nursing wards, 
laboratories and operating 
rooms are all dug in below 
ground level and are perfectly 
camouflaged against Ethiopian 
air strikes. 

Twelve hundred patients 
can be comfortably cared for; 
2,000 in times of emergency. 
Laboratory technicians work 
in former ship containers 
(making the perfect sterilized 
environment) in which 14 
different medicines are 
manufactured. They also 


produce four different 
saline-drip solutions, 
including blood plasma, and 
the production of antibiotics is 
going to start soon. The fully 
equipped and sterilized 
operating rooms are capable 
of handling all types of 
injury, including intricate 
neurosurgery, ensuring the 
best of treatment for the 
wounded. The EPLF 
considers it psychologically 
important not to be reliant on 
outside help; it wants to be as 
self-sufficient as possible. 

It is this absolute 
commitment, the degree of 
technical sophistication and 
their undoubted military ability 
that make any comparison of 
the EPLF with other African 
liberation movements 
inappropriate. A comparison 
with the Vietnamese would be 
more apt. 

Without the luxury of 
operating from the sanctuary 
of another country, the EPLF 
has created a social and 
economic infrastructure within 
the area it directly controls, 
the northern third of Eritrea. 
Roads, schools and clinics 
have been built on a scale that 
any small country would be 
justly proud of — let alone a 
liberation movement engaged 
in a bitter war. 

After a quarter-century of 
failing to subjugate the 
Eritreans, the Ethiopians are 
running out of men and 
resources. The pathetic 
demeanor of Demaro 
Welawo, 54, in his collection 
of tattered rags, told the sorry 
story of the 8,000 Ethiopian 
prisoners of war held by the 
EPLF. “When I was taken by 
the army, I didn’t know and 
never wanted to know where 
Eritrea was,” said Welawo, 
who has been in captivity for 
five years. “I didn’t know 
then and still don’t know why 
we are fighting the 
Eritreans.” 

Until the Ethiopians finally 
depart, Kubrom and her 
amazons will maintain their 
vigil in the Nacfa trenches. “I 
might live for five, 10, 15 
years, or I might die tonight. 
Either way, I and my sisters 
will stay and fight.” ^ 




TOP: The reasons Eritrean 
women give for volunteering are 
varied, but without exception 
stem from a deep-rooted desire 
to liberate their country. 

ABOVE: “After training, the 
women fighters run as fast, 
shoot as straight, throw 
grenades as far and are 
certainly as brave as any of the 
men.” 
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SOF EXCLUSIVE 


GUNS 

BEHIND THE 

GREAT WALL 

PART 5 

China’s General Purpose Machine Guns 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


Last year, at the exclusive invitation of 
the Chinese government, an SOFT&E team 
consisting of Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown , Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
and contributing author Bob Jordan traveled 
to the People's Republic of China to ex¬ 
amine and test-fire its military hardware. 
This eight-part series details the results of 
SOF’s intel coup. So far our team has in¬ 


vestigated the PRC assault rifle, squad auto¬ 
matic weapon, light and heavy machine 
guns, suppressed submachine guns and 
rocket launcher. Now, in part five, SOF 
puts the Chinese general purpose machine 


Front to rear: PRC Type 67-2, Type 67-1 
and Type 80 machine guns. 


guns through their paces. 

Once again SOF thanks the PRC govern¬ 
ment for inviting our staff to be the first 
Westerners to visit the People’s Liberation 
Army Small Arms Research Institute out¬ 
side Beijing . We also appreciate the efforts 
of the weapons designers and army officers 
who made themselves available to discuss 
the weapons with our team. 
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G ENERAL Purpose Machine Gun 
(GPMG). What is it? It’s difficult to 
define precisely. We owe the concept to the 
Germans and their employment of the MG 
34 and MG 42 during World War II. Gener¬ 
al Purpose Machine Guns are supposed to 
be capable of serving as both medium 
machine guns and light squad automatics. 

SOF Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis fires 
Type 67-1 medium machine gun on heavy 
tripod mount. 


Thus, they should be able to deliver sus¬ 
tained fire over fixed lines in support of 
advancing infantry and in perimeter defense 
and at the same time be light enough for 
carry by the assaulting troops themselves. 
They are invariably belt fed and feature 
quick-change barrels. 

Like all things that are supposed to do 
everything, in practice the GPMG has never 
fully satisfied either requirement. While 
some are stable enough when mounted to a 
tripod, they are air-cooled and so frequent 


barrel changes are required when they are 
fired for sustained periods of time. Ranging 
in weight from 22 to 24 pounds, they are too 
heavy, when combined with an adequate 
load of ammunition, for employment at the 
squad level. 

Although the GPMG concept appears to 
be fading in popularity, machine guns like 


Firing Type 67-2 General Purpose Machine 
Gun on light tripod. 



TYPE 67-1/2 METHOD 
OF OPERATION 

Gas operated and firing from the 
open-bolt position to reduce the possibil¬ 
ity of a “cook-off,” the method of op¬ 
eration has been taken from the Czech 
Zb26/30-British Bren series, the finest 
magazine-fed Light Machine Guns ever 
fielded and abandoned in large quantity 
by the Chinese Nationalist Forces when 
they fled the mainland. 

When the bolt flies forward, a car¬ 
tridge is pushed downward and into the 
chamber. After the bolt ceases moving, 
the piston/slide assembly continues for¬ 
ward and the bolt is tilted upward to butt 
against a locking shoulder in the top of 
the receiver. The piston/slide assembly 
continues its forward travel after locking 
is completed and the flat front surface of 
the hammer claw/piston post drives the 
firing pin into the primer. 

Gas bleeding through the barrel vent 
passes into the gas cylinder to drive the 
piston rearward. After a short period of 
free travel to permit gas pressures to 
drop to a safe level, the ramp on the rear 
face of the hammer claw/piston post 
pulls the rear end of the bolt down and 
out of its locking recess. As the piston/ 
slide assembly carries the bolt rearward, 
the empty case is extracted and thrown 
out the ejection port in the bottom of the 
receiver. The recoil spring is com¬ 
pressed on its guide rod. When the pis¬ 
ton/slide assembly stops its rearward 
travel the recoil spring drives it forward 
in counter-recoil and, as long as the trig¬ 


ger is pressed and ammunition remains 
in the belt, the process will be repeated. 

The gas block and cylinder are pinned 
to the barrel. There is a three-position 
gas regulator attached to the gas block 
that has been taken directly from the 
RPD (PRC Type 56-1). The settings are 
marked “1,” “2” and “3,” any of 
which can be aligned with an index pin 
on the gas block. Number “1” is the 
normal setting. To adjust the regulator 
you must loosen and remove its retaining 
nut on the left side with the combination 
tool in the cleaning kit. Then press the 
regulator to the right to disengage it from 
the index pin. This can be a difficult 
procedure if the weapon is hot and/or the 
regulator is fouled. 

The feed mechanism appears to be 
patterned after that of the belt-fed ver¬ 
sion of the Czech Vz52, which in turn 
had its origin with the Maxim/Vickers 
machine guns. All feed from the right, 
and this system is of proven reliability 
with a minimum of friction. Although 
the 7.62x54R cartridge is rimmed, a 
non-disintegrating belt, unique to the 
Type 67, has been designed for more 
efficient “push-through” operation. 
The links resemble those of the RPD, 
with a turned-down tab on the end of the 
link. When loaded correctly the tab must 
be behind the cartridge base. A drum- 
type belt carrier holding one 50-round 
belt can be attached to the receiver. 
Feeding is normally from an ammo can 
containing 250 linked rounds. 

Operating by means of a lever system, 
the feed mechanism is driven by a cam 


groove on the top front of the reciprocat¬ 
ing slide. As the slide travels rearward, a 
roller on the lower feed arm enters the 
cam groove and is moved sideways by 
the cam. A vertical shaft then transmits 
this movement to an upper feed arm. A 
slot in the upper feed arm engages a 
roller on the feed slide, and the upper 
arm’s movement causes the feed slide to 
move outward to engage a cartridge. 

As the bolt and piston/slide assembly 
move forward in counter-recoil, the bolt 
strips a round from the belts and pushes 
it forward and down into the chamber. 
When the two feed arms move back to 
their original position, forcing the feed 
slide inward, the cartridge held by the 
feed slide moves into the feed tray’s slot. 
A holding pawl on the feed tray stops the 
belt from falling out of the tray, and a 
pair of cartridge guides in the top cover 
push downward on the cartridge holding 
it for the bolt’s forward run. 

The trigger mechanism has been lifted 
off the RPD and is equally simple and 
robust. There is no provision for semi¬ 
automatic fire as the cyclic rate is but 
650 rpm in both versions of the Type 67. 
A hook on the spring-loaded trigger en¬ 
ters an opening in the sear. When the 
trigger is pulled, the hook draws the sear 
downward out of engagement with the 
slide. Rotating the safety lever (located on 
the right side of the trigger housing) for¬ 
ward locks the sear in the upward position. 
Do not retract the slide group while the sear 
is locked or the two components will bind 
and render the weapon inoperative until it 
has been disassembled. 
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the FN MAG 58, M60 and MG 1/3 will 
continue in service well into the 21st cen¬ 
tury. Originally equipped with duplicates of 
the Soviet DPM (PRC Type 53) and belt-fed 
RP-46 (PRC Type 58), in 1967 the People’s 
Liberation Army adopted an indigenous de¬ 


sign that cleverly mixes some of the very 
best features of ho less than five earlier 
machine guns. 

PRC Type 67-1/2 MGs 
Is the Type 67 a true GPMG? Yes and no, 
because there are actually two machine guns 


in this series, both chambered for the 
7.62x54R cartridge: the Type 67-1 medium 
machine gun and the somewhat lighter Type 
67-2, the GPMG version. Mounted on its 
tripod, the Type 67-1 weighs 55.2 pounds 
with the weight distributed as follows: 29.8 
pounds for the tripod with 25.4 pounds for 
the weapon. Type 67-1 barrels weigh 9.5 
pounds each. The Type 67-2 GPMG weighs 
34.3 pounds, complete with tripod. 
Equipped with an 8.1-pound barrel fabri¬ 
cated from lightweight steel alloy, the gun’s 
weight has been reduced to 22.1 pounds. A 
12.2-pound tripod of the PKMS type is 
issued with the Type 67-2. Both weapons 
are 50 inches in overall length. Receiver 
bodies in each case are fabricated from sub¬ 
stantial milled forgings. All the steel com¬ 
ponents, with the exception of the hard- 
chromed piston, have a black oxide or phos¬ 
phate finish. 

Type 67-1 and 67-2 barrels are approx¬ 
imately 24 inches in length with four 
grooves and a right-hand twist of one turn in 
9 inches. Chambers and bores are chrome- 
plated and a conical flash suppressor is 
attached to the muzzle. Early Type 67 bar¬ 
rels were fluted in back of the gas cylinder. 
Barrels can be changed in less than 6 
seconds in a manner reminiscent of the 
SGM Goryunov. Lift the top cover, press 
the barrel lock to the left, grab the carrying 
handle and pull the barrel forward out of the 
receiver. Insert the spare barrel, align the 
gas cylinder with the gas tube and press the 
barrel lock to the right. A screw on the 
barrel lock permits adjustment of the head- 
space (by qualified armorers only) in a man¬ 
ner identical to the SGM. This concept was 
also employed, somewhat differently, on 
the Japanese Type 99 LMG. 

Fitted with a protective hood, the post¬ 
type front sight is adjustable for both eleva¬ 
tion and windage zero. The open-notch leaf- 
type rear sight, attached to the receiver 
body, must be lifted to the vertical position 
for use. Rotation of the left knob adjusts 
elevation. Up to 1,000 meters, each click 
changes the point of impact by approx¬ 
imately 25 meters. At ranges beyond 1,000 
meters, each click represents a change of 
about 20 meters. Each click of the right- 
hand windage knob will change the lateral 
point of impact about 1 inch for each 100 
meters of range. An optional antiaircraft 
ring sight can be attached to the left side of 
the receiver and the heavy tripod opened for 
this purpose. 

Non-adjustable bipods were fitted to the 
gas tube on early versions of the Type 67. 
They are now mounted to a fitting under the 
front sight base on both the Type 67-1 and 
67-2. The Type 67-1 is not normally 
equipped with a bipod, as it is most often 
employed on its heavy tripod. 

Early buttstocks were plastic. They are now 
fabricated from wood. The steel buttplate has 
an RPD-type trap cover which retains a butt¬ 
stock cleaning kit holding the standard assort¬ 
ment of tools and spare parts. The ochre- 
colored plastic two-piece pistol grip panels are 
retained by a single screw and nut. 



PRC Type 67-1, fieldstripped. 

PRC TYPE 67-1/2 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber:.762x54R. 

Operation: ..Gas operated with adjustable three-position regulator. Zb26/ 

30-Bren type locking. Fire from the open-bolt position. 

Cyclic rate:...650 rpm. 

Feed mechanism:___Belt fed. Non-disintegrating metallic belts with “push 

through” links. 

Weight, empty: . M ,.. .67-1; 25.4 pounds; 67-2: 22.1 pounds. 

Weight, tripod:.67-1: 29.8 pounds; 67-2: 12,2 pounds 

Length, overall:... 50 inches. 

Barrel:.. ..Four-groove with right-hand twist of one turn in 9 inches. 

Chrome-plated chamber and bore. Quick-change system 
based upon SG43 (Goryunov). Conical flash suppressor. 

Barrel length:..24 inches. 

Barrel weight:..67-1: 9.5 pounds; 67-2: 8.1 pounds. 

Sights:... .. Hooded, post-type front; adjustable for windage and eleva¬ 

tion zero. Folding leaf-type rear with open square-notch; 
adjustable for elevation and windage. Optional antiaircraft 
ring sight. 

Furniture:...... , A . k .. Wood buttstock; plastic pistol grip panels. 

Finish:...Black oxide and phosphate; hard-chromed piston. 

Accessaries:.Spare belts, spare barrels, cleaning kit, tripods, ammo chests 

and 50-round drum-type belt carrier. 

Status:..Currently in production; in service with the People’s Libera¬ 

tion Army. 

Manufacturer: ...PRC government arsenals. 

Exporter: ..... Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Citic Building, 

19, Jian Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People’s Republic 
of China. 

T&E summary: ..Sturdy and reliable in both configurations; 67-1 offers excel¬ 


lent accuracy potential and low group dispersion when 
fired from its heavy tripod. Sufficient energy to operate 
feed mechanism with any anticipated belt load. Clever 
adaptation of rimmed cartridge to “push through” belt. 
Heavy-barreled version is superior choice for battalion and 
company level issue. 


50 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


FEBRUARY 88 































Except for the gas regulators, all Type 
67-1 and 67-2 components can be inter¬ 
changed. Disassembly procedures are 
similar to those of the Bren. Lift the top 
cover and remove the belt. Rotate the 
safety lever rearward to the “fire” posi¬ 
tion. Lift the retracting handle from its 
vertical position upward 45 degrees to the 
cocking position. Clear the weapon and 
allow the bolt and piston/slide assembly 
to move forward into battery under con¬ 
trol by holding the retracting handle. Re¬ 
move the barrel in the manner described. 
Press the takedown pin at the end of the 
receiver out to the right and pull the butt¬ 
stock and trigger group straight to the rear 
until separated from the receiver. Re¬ 
move the recoil spring and guide rod. Pull 
the retracting handle to the rear until you 
can grasp the end of the slide. Withdraw 
the piston/slide assembly and bolt from 
the receiver. Separate the bolt and slide. 
Pull the retracting handle to the rear until 
it separates from the receiver. Remove 


Close-up of Type 67-1 trigger housing. Note 
molded plastic grips and safety lever which 
has been rotated almost up into the “fire” 
position. 



Close-up of Type 67-1 bolt and slide, which 
closely resemble those of the British Bren 
LMG. 



Close-up of Type 67-1 barrel lock and 
headspace adjustment screw and gage. 


the gas regulator in the manner already 
described and separate the bipod from the 
barrel. Drive out the feed tray’s axis pin 
and lift it off the receiver. No further 
disassembly is required. Re-assemble in 
the reverse order. After placing the bolt 


over its post on the slide make sure it’s 
fully forward before attempting to insert 
this group into the receiver. Be careful not 
to kink the recoil spring when reassem¬ 
bling the buttstock and trigger group to 
the receiver. 



PRC Type 80 GPMG mounted to its 10.4-pound aluminum tripod. 

PRC TYPE 80 SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber:.............. 7.62x54R. 

Operation:.. Gas operated with adjustable three-position regulator. 

Kalashnikov-type rotary-bolt locking. Fire from the open- 
bolt position. 

Cyclic rate:.. ....650 rpm. 

Feed mechanism:.Belt fed. SG43 (Goryunov) non-disintegrating belts with 

“pull out” links. 

Weight, empty:.17.5 pounds. 

Weight, tripod: ...10.4 pounds. 

Length, overall:...... 47.7 inches. 

Barrel: ..Four-groove with a right twist of one turn in 9 inches. 


Chrome-plated chamber and bore. Quick-change system 
based upon SG43 (Goryunov). Ml 4-type flash suppressor 
with five longitudinal slots. 

Barrel length:,27 inches. 

Sights:. ... , „ , Hooded, post-type front; adjustable for windage and eleva¬ 

tion zero. Tangent-type rear with open square-notch; 
adjustable for windage and elevation. Elevation adjust¬ 
ments in 100-meter increments from 100 to 1,500 meters 
with 300-meter battle sight setting. 


Furniture:.Skeletonized wood buttstock; mahogany-stained with clear 

lacquer finish. Plastic pistol grip panels. 

Finish:. ...Black oxide and phosphate; hard-chromed piston. 

Accessories: ..Spare belts, spare barrels, cleaning kit, ammo cans and 

lightweight aluminum tripod. 

Status:.......,, V-.- ■ « Uncertain with PLA, apparently produced for export: pur¬ 
poses only. 

Manufacturer;.PRC government arsenals. 

Exporter; Poly Technologies, Inc., Dept. SOF, 5/F, Citic Building, 

19, Jian Guo Men Wai Street, Beijing, People’s Republic 
of China. 

T&E summary:.Battle-proven in over a quarter century of fighting. Extreme¬ 

ly reliable in spite of complex feed mechanism required by 
use of 4 ‘pull out’ ’ links. Lightweight and no buffer system, 
yet Jow perceived recoil. Imperceptible muzzle climb dur¬ 
ing short-burst sequences. Most likely the world’s finest 
GPMG. 
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Both the Type 67-1 and 67-2 are excep¬ 
tionally robust and reliable. There were no 
stoppages of any kind during SOF’s test and 
evaluation. When fired from its heavy tri¬ 
pod, the Type 67-1 is capable of almost 
incredible accuracy, with an effective range 
of 1,000 meters. To maximize hit probabil¬ 
ity, both of these weapons should be fired 
from their tripods whenever possible and 
the bipods only when necessary. Save the 
hip-assault position for movie actors. 
Perceptions of felt recoil are of no conse¬ 
quence with machine guns in this weight 
category. There appears to be more than 
adequate energy to drive the feed mecha¬ 
nism with any anticipated belt load. 

The Type 67 system was somewhat 
eclipsed in 1980 with the introduction of the 
PRC’s duplication of what is quite possibly 
the finest GPMG ever fielded. 

PRC Type 80 GPMG 

First introduced to the Soviet army in 
1961, the PK GPMG was eventually prod¬ 
uct-improved and lightened into the PKM 
(Pulemet Kalashnikova Modemizirovan- 
niy) series. A quarter century of fighting 
from arid deserts to tropical jungles has 
demonstrated it to be flawless, with the 
possible exception of an overly complex 
feed mechanism required to accommodate 
an almost 100-year-old rimmed cartridge 
(7.62x54R). 

PRC’s Type 80 GPMG is a further im¬ 
proved and lightened version of this highly 
regarded machine gun. Chambered for a 
full-size rifle cartridge, the Type 80 weighs 
only 17.5 pounds, empty, due in no small 
measure to its pinned and riveted sheet- 
metal receiver and the extensive use of 


sheet-metal stampings in other areas, espe¬ 
cially the top cover and feed mechanism. 
This is 5.5 pounds less than the M60. Its 
excellent lightweight tripod (with alumi¬ 
num legs) tips the scales at only 10.4 
pounds. Overall length of this weapon is 
47.7 inches. The four-groove, non-fluted 


barrels have a right-hand twist with one turn 
in 9 inches, chrome-plated chambers and 
bores and are 27 inches in length. There is a 
flash suppressor of the M14 type with five 
longitudinal slots. 

Barrels are changed in a manner similar 
to the Type 67 series and SG43 Goryunov. 


TYPE 80 METHOD OF 
OPERATION 

Gas operated and firing from the 
open-bolt position, the Type 80 has a 
rotary-locking bolt of the Kalashnikov 
type. With the weapon charged, pulling 
the trigger releases the sear and permits 
the compressed recoil spring to drive the 
piston/slide (bolt carrier) assembly for¬ 
ward. The bolt picks up the cartridge 
resting on the feed tray’s lips and pushes 
it into the chamber. The extractor grabs 
the rim, and the bolt’s forward move¬ 
ment ceases. As the piston/slide con¬ 
tinues forward, its cam rotates the bolt 
35 degrees to its locked position. Locked 
to the piston/slide assembly, the firing 
pin strikes the primer. After the bullet 
passes the barrel’s gas vent, some of the 
gases are tapped off to strike against the 
piston face, driving it to the rear. After 
enough free travel to allow gas pressures 
to drop to a safe level, the bolt is rotated 
and unlocked from its recesses in the 
receiver. As the bolt and piston/slide 
assembly move rearward, the firing pin 
is retracted, the recoil spring com¬ 
pressed and the empty case extracted. 


After striking the fixed ejector, the case 
is expelled out the ejection port on the 
left side of the receiver. 

Meanwhile, up under the top cover, 
fresh cartridges are moving about in a 
reliable but rather complicated manner. 
To simplify matters, let’s examine the 
belt’s movement first. Feeding is from 
the right side. As the piston/slide assem¬ 
bly moves rearward in recoil, a cam 
along its side forces a roller on the belt 
feed lever outward. This causes the feed 
lever to pivot on its axis pin and the 
upper end, to which is attached the feed 
pawl, travels inward and the cartridge 
engaged by the pawl moves into position 
for pickup by the cartridge gripper 
mounted at the rear of the piston/slide 
assembly. When the piston/slide assembly 
moves forward in counter-recoil, a second 
cam strikes the feed lever, driving the feed 
pawl outward to grab another cartridge. 
Holding pawls in the top cover prevent the 
belt from slipping back. 

When the piston/slide assembly is ful¬ 
ly forward, two spring-loaded claws on 
the cartridge gripper slip over the rim of 
the cartridge. During the recoil stroke 
the cartridge is pulled out of the link. A 


spring-loaded depressor, moving in con¬ 
junction with the feed cam, drives the 
cartridge down, out of the gripper’s 
claws, onto the feed tray’s lips. None of 
this latter motion would be necessary 
were it not for the rimmed cartridge and 
SG43 Goryunov “pull out” links. 

The adjustable gas regulator has three 
positions marked “1,” “2“ and “3.” 
To adjust the regulator, slip the rim of a 
7.62x54R cartridge in the regulator jaws 
and, using it as a handle, rotate the reg¬ 
ulator until the detent tab covers the 
number you wish to use. This sleeve- 
type regulator bleeds off excessive gas 
into the atmosphere and can affect the 
cyclic rate. When the weapon is clean 
and operated at the “1“ setting, the cy¬ 
clic rate is 650 rpm. If the “2“ or “3’’ 
settings are used before serious fouling 
occurs, the cyclic rate can increase by as 
much as 150 rpm and decrease the life 
span of the reciprocating parts accord¬ 
ingly. 

The RPD’s simple and reliable trigger 
mechanism has been incorporated in toto 
except for a re-configuration of the safe¬ 
ty lever. 
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SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown 
fires PRC Type 80 GPMG, an improved 
version of the famed Soviet PKM. 


Lift the top cover, remove the belt and lift 
the feed tray. Push the barrel lock to the left 
as far as possible. Pull up on the carrying 
handle and then pull the barrel forward and 
away from the receiver. Insert the new bar¬ 
rel, push the barrel lock to the right, drop the 
feed tray, place a loaded belt on the feed 
tray, with the bolt group forward make cer¬ 
tain the first round is in the cartridge grip¬ 
per, close the top cover, retract the cocking 
handle. Commence firing. 

The front sight base resembles that of the 
Kalashnikov, with protective ears on each 
side of the round post which is adjustable for 
both elevation and windage zero. A sliding, 
tangent-type rear sight with open square 
notch is adjustable for both elevation and 


Wood buttstock of PRC Type 67-1 medium 
machine gun. 



7.62x54R AMMUNITION 

The Russian 7.62x54R cartridge has 
outlived some glorious military contem¬ 
poraries, such as the 8mm Lebel, .303 
British and .30-06. Adopted in 1891 for 
the Mosin-Nagant bolt-action rifle, it’s 
still going strong as a machine gun and 
sniping round. First bullets for this car¬ 
tridge were flat-based, 150-grain projec¬ 
tiles called Type “L.” In 1930 a boat- 
tailed 182-grain projectile with lead 
alloy core was introduced as the Type 
“D” (heavy ball — yellow tip). The 
current bullet, called the Type “LPS” 
(light ball — white tip) has a mild steel 
core and weighs 150 grains. This latter 
bullet leaves the muzzle at 2,700 fps. 
Performance of this cartridge is equiva¬ 
lent to the .30-06 round. 

Except for commercial ammunition 
manufactured by Norma, the brass, cop¬ 
per or brass-washed steel or lacquered- 


steel cases are Berdan primed. Bullets 
measure .311 inches in diameter, in 
addition to either heavy or light ball 
rounds, this caliber will be encountered 
with tracer, API, APIT and ranging in¬ 
cendiary projectiles. In the PRC this car¬ 
tridge is referred to as the Type 53. 

Since 1945, 7.62x54R ammunition 
has been manufactured by PRC, the 
Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, 
Finland, France, Hungary. Poland, 
Spain, Syria and Yugoslavia. In recent 
years, it has been difficult to locate in the 
United States except for occasional lots 
of Egyptian (captured by the Israelis) 
and Russian (1930s vintage) manufac¬ 
ture. Fresh tots of recent PRC manufac¬ 
ture are now available from Keng’s 
Firearms Specialty, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
Suite 222, 6030 Georgia Highway 85, 
Riverdale, GA 30274; phone 404-996- 
2079). 


windage. Elevation graduations are in 100- 
meter increments from 100 to 1,500 (“ I” to 
“15”) meters. There is a 300-meter battle 
sight setting. A knurled knob on the right 
side corrects for wind deflection. Sheet- 
metal ears riveted to the top cover protect 
the sight blade. 

A non-adjustable sheet-metal bipod is 
attached to the gas tube directly in back of 
the gas regulator. It can be folded to the rear 
or forward (when the weapon is mounted on 
the tripod). Its location on the weapon is 
excellent, as it permits the gunner to quickly 
engage flanking targets without seriously 
compromising accuracy potential. The tri¬ 
pod with its aluminum legs appears insub¬ 
stantial, but is more than adequate for work 
at the squad level. 

The most distinctive characteristic of any 
ground version of the PK machine gun is its 
skeletonized buttstock, which in 1967 also 
appeared on the Dragunov sniper rifle. Rus¬ 
sian PK buttstocks are fabricated from wood 
laminate material, while the Type 80 stock 
is of solid wood construction, stained dark 
mahogany with a clear lacquer finish. There 
is a folding butt strap and butt trap compart¬ 
ment containing a cleaning kit that includes 
a bore brush, drift, broken case extractor 
and combo tool with a screwdriver on one 
end and gas cylinder reamer on the other. A 
three-piece cleaning rod and handle are at¬ 
tached to one of the tripod legs. Because the 
tripod is not always fielded at the squad 
level, this equipment is sometimes carried 
in a canvas pouch together with an oil bot¬ 
tle. The molded pistol grip panels are made 
of high-impact plastic. 

Although disassembly procedures for the 
Type 80 approximate those of the Kalash¬ 
nikov rifle, there are some important differ¬ 
ences. Raise the top cover by depressing the 
Kalashnikov-type spring-loaded cover 
latch. Remove the belt, clear the weapon 
and send the piston/slide group forward 
under control. Raise the feed tray. Grasp the 


recoil spring and guide rod. Push them for¬ 
ward and lift them out of the receiver. Grab 
the cartridge gripper and pull it to the rear 
until the slide is aligned with the notches on 
the receiver. Remove the piston/slide and 
bolt from the receiver. Pull the bolt forward 
and twist it free of the cam. Push the firing 
pin to the rear and extract it from the bolt 
body. Remove the barrel in the manner de¬ 
scribed. No further disassembly is required. 
Reassemble in the reverse order. The bolt 
must be in the forward position before seat¬ 
ing the slide into the receiver. Pull the trig¬ 
ger and push the piston/slide group forward 
into battery. 

This machine gun needs no further test 
and evaluation to demonstrate its already 
proven reliability. At 17.5 pounds and with 
no buffer system of any kind, the lack of 
perceived recoil is nothing short of amaz¬ 
ing. If bursts are kept to three or four shots, 
the muzzle climb is negligible. The accura¬ 
cy potential when fired from the tripod is 
more than adequate out to its effective range 
of approximately 800 meters. The handling 
characteristics are excellent, with a con¬ 
sequence of exceptionally high hit probabil¬ 
ity in the hands of experienced operators. 
This is truly an outstanding machine gun. 

Type 67 machine guns are a mainstay of 
the People’s Liberation Army. Some were 
given to North Vietnam, back in the good 
old days when these nations were on friend¬ 
ly terms. The status of the Type 80 GPMG 
in the PLA is uncertain, and it may be pro¬ 
duced for export only. Its belt is incompati¬ 
ble with the Type 67 series but has been in 
service for some time with the Type 57 
(SGM) machine gun. 

As for me, I’ll take as many Type 67-Is 
as I can lay my hands on for issue at battal¬ 
ion and company levels. Until it is cham¬ 
bered for a modem rimless cartridge of 
smaller caliber and its feed mechanism sim¬ 
plified, I take the Type 80 for my squad just 
as it is. ^ 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 


SANDINISTA 

FOOT-POPPERS 

Piris Plant Deadly Crop Along the Coco 


J ULY 7th began like any other day for a 
young Nicaraguan refugee nicknamed 
Cafe Amargo (‘ ‘Bitter Coffee’ ’ in English). 
The dark-skinned 28-year-old peasant with 
shaggy black hair and beard struggled 
through the underbrush along the Honduran 
bank of the Coco River to a field where he 
tended corn with other Nicaraguan 
peasants. They had all fled the communist 
Sandinista regime’s savagery in their home¬ 
land, just 100 meters across the muddy wa¬ 
ters of the Coco. 

Last May they had to abandon this corn¬ 
field when Sandinista troops backed by 
Soviet-made Mi-24 Hind D helicopter 
gunships and heavy artillery launched an 
offensive along the Coco against the U.S.- 
supported insurgents of the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force, known by its Spanish 
initials, FDN [see “War Zone Bocay,’’ 
SOF, September ’87]. After weeks of fero¬ 
cious fighting, FDN forces beat back the 
Sandinista onslaught and now the farmers 
were back at their field, feeling secure under 
the protection of hundreds of FDN troops. 

However, the communists had left a vi¬ 
cious surprise for them: Sandinista sappers 
had sowed mines among the maize. An 
FDN commando stepped on one as Bitter 
Coffee and another peasant stood nearby. 
BOOM! 

“The explosion threw us to the ground 
some meters away,’’ recalled Bitter Coffee 
a couple of days later as he lay on a stretcher 
in an FDN clinic in the jungle. (Like many 
refugees, he did not want to use his real 
name for fear of Sandinista reprisals against 
friends and relatives in Nicaragua). 

“It blew off the commando’s foot and 
bathed Torrentino [the other peasant] and 
me with shrapnel,’’ he continued and slow¬ 
ly rolled on his side to reveal the ugly bums 
and lesions on his right hand, arm and back. 
“We were screaming and the people came 
running fast to see what happened. A para¬ 
medic [of the FDN] injected us with a pain¬ 
killer and we were carried to a boat for 
evacuation. 

“The piris [pronounced peerees, a de¬ 
rogatory term the contras use for the Sandi- 
nistas which means “rabid dogs’’] never 
leave us in peace,” said Torrentino from the 
next bed. His buttocks were burned in the 
blast and much of the debris from the mine’s 
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hard plastic casing that had ripped into his 
flesh could not yet be removed. 

These campesinos and the commando 
were among the latest victims of a Soviet- 
made OTK-10 mine that the Sandinistas 
started planting a month ago along the Coco 
River and paths used not only by FDN 
troops but by civilians as well, according to 
FDN freedom fighters. 

“This mine is designed to blow off the 
foot or leg of someone who steps on it and 
harm anyone within a 10-meter radius,” 
said Don Tono last July. The graying 51- 
year-old chief of civilian affairs of the 
FDN’s battalion-sized Nicarao Regional 
Command, which has some of its bases 
along the Coco, held a deactivated OTK-10 
in his calloused hands. 

The mine, about 6 inches in diameter and 
4 or 5 inches thick, looks like a large hockey 
puck but has a clay-red hard plastic casing 
and its top is covered by a rubber gasket 
bearing numbers and Russian Cyrillic letter¬ 
ing. Two plugs protrude from opposite sides 
of the circular wall. One is shaped like a 
screwdriver edge and houses a double safe¬ 
ty. The other is cylindrical and contains the 
primer. Don Tono unscrewed it to reveal a 
firing pin that is spring-ejected into the 
primer when enough pressure is applied to 
the release mechanism under the rubber gas¬ 
ket. The primer then blows one-half to 
three-quarters of a pound of an explosive 
similar to TNT. 

The firing pin and spring as well as a steel 
thread holding the top and bottom halves of 
the mine together are the only metal parts in 
the OTK-10. However, it is still enough to 
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sound the alarms on the few mine-detectors 
supplied to the FDN by the United States. 
During my stay along the Coco River from 
28 June to 23 July, FDN troops showed me 
over 100 OTK-10s that they had discovered 
and deactivated. The FDN rejects the idea 
of using the Sandinistas’ own “foot- 
poppers” against them. 

“There’s no control of a pressure- 
detonated mine like these once they’re 
planted,” said Escorpion, the nom de 
guerre of an PDN mobile instructor. “They 
could maim civilians or your own com¬ 
rades. But the communists don’t care how 
many civilians they cripple. We use hand- 
detonated mines which we can control and 
avoid civilian casualties. 

“Before, the Sandinistas were only 
planting Bouncing Bettys that would spring 
from the ground and explode waist high, 
many times killing the person who stepped 
on it and maybe those who were nearby. But 
there didn’t seem to be nearly as many as the 
foot-poppers [the OTK-10s] that we see to¬ 
day.” 

One reason the FDN suggests that the 
Sandinistas are now showing a preference 
for the simple foot-poppers over the more 
devastating and complicated Bouncing Bet¬ 
tys is that they’re probably cheaper. And the 
costs and manpower needed to take care of 
the wounded add a greater burden to FDN 
resources than if they were killed. 

According to FDN doctors, about half of 
their 25 wounded comrades along the river 
from the last week of June to the third week 
of July were OTK-10 casualties. There have 
been so many civilians injured that the doc¬ 
tors could not give a figure of how many 
have fallen victim to the Sandinista foot- 
poppers. 

Denied free speech, free assembly and 
free elections, thousands of Nicaraguans 
have voted with their feet and fled Sandinis- 
mo. Now the Sandinistas are intent on blow¬ 
ing off their feet. 

“They only want to destroy us,” said 
Bitter Coffee with a grimace from his hos¬ 
pital bed. “We flee from them because we 
don’t want to be with them. They want to 
kill us. There is no liberty in Nicaragua. The 
Sandinistas don’t even let us work outside 
Nicaragua — to the point where they plant 
mines in our fields.” ^ 
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LEFT: FDN trooper 
displays Russian-made 
OTK-IO foot-popping mine 
planted by Sandinistas 
along Coco River. 



LEFT: Russian OTK-IO 
mine looks like a large 
hockey puck and is 
designed to blow off the 
foot or leg of someone who 
steps on it as well as 
disabling anyone within a 
10-meter radius. 




ABOVE: These refugees are only a few of thousands 
of Nicaraguans who have voted with their feet and 
fled Sandinismo. Sandinistas have planted mines in 
the fields of refugee peasants who are trying to create 
new lives in Honduras, across the Coco River from 

their homeland. 



ABOVE: FDN troopers 
evacuate wounded 
victim of Sandinista 
foot-popper mine along 
the Coco River in late 
June 1987. 

LEFT: FDN paramedic 
along the Coco River. 
Costs and manpower 
needed to care for the 
wounded add a greater 
burden to FDN 
resources than if 
victims were killed. 





































SOF EL SALVADOR 



by Harry Claflin 


M OVING tlirough the bush shortly 
after dark, the team members were 
taking things pretty lightly. Most of these 
kids had fought in the war for five or six 
years and this, after all, was a field 
training exercise (FTX) in an area that 
hadn’t seen guerrilla activity for over a 
year. It’s tough getting combat veterans 
to always be serious about “playing” 
war in exercises when they’ve spent 
much of their lives chasing a real enemy. 

As we regrouped on the far side of a 
fence and counted noses, one hell of a 
firefight broke out about two miles to the 
west of us. As if on cue, compasses 
came out and azimuths were shot in that 
direction. I pulled out my map and 
plotted where I thought the fire was 
coming from — just two miles away 
there was a small military outpost in a 
village. 

Our team’s mood changed instantly as 
the war came close to home. If our 
position were discovered it wouldn’t 
matter to the guerrillas that we were on 
an FTX. As we moved out in combat 
formation, quietness overtook us as the 
tension level mounted. 

This exercise was the final phase of a 
six-week course designed to train infantry 
sergeants from the El Salvadoran 
Airborne Battalion to serve as forward air 
controllers (FACs). I had been assigned 
by the Salvadoran air force in 1986 to 
teach the course. At that time the Salvos 
had no one on the ground who could 
direct aircraft for air strikes. 

Usually the task of FAC is delegated 
to pilots temporarily assigned to ground 
troops for combat operations. But the 
small size of the Salvo air force 
prevented this. In their place I planned 
on training NCOs from the Airborne 
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ABOVE: Author (left) with M79 while 
teaching grenade launcher course in El 
Salvador. Photo: Steve Salisbury 

LEFT: Author ropes in a trooper while 
instructing Salvadoran soldiers in helicopter 
rappelling techniques. Photo: Steve 
Salisbury 


Battalion’s recon platoon. Initially, given 
the taboos regarding social status in Latin 
culture, I thought this plan might present 
some problems, and so did the American 
advisers from the MILGP. This was the 
first time such a training strategy had 
been used and a lot of eyes were 
watching to see how it would turn out. 
Fortunately, all of the would-be FACs 
were tough, combat-seasoned troops and 
very highly respected. 

The first five weeks were spent 
learning how to call air strikes with the 
help of pilots who flew all the different 
aircraft used in that area. At first the 
young sergeants were scared to death to 
talk to the pilots. After all, sergeants, 
unlike pilots, aren’t officers and therefore 
aren’t used to performing on an equal 


level. But during the time the pilots 
worked on the ground with the men, a 
bond formed between the sergeants and 
the officers. That bond would mean a 
great deal when it came down to real 
combat. 

With the officers involved in the 
training, they knew every kid by his 
voice and trusted his judgment. This type 
of rapport with the troops is taken for 
granted in the U.S. military, but in 
Central America all trust must be fostered 
through the kind of personal contact our 
training style encouraged. 

In the sixth week it was decided we 
would go north of San Salvador about 12 
miles to the foothills of Quacaphato. No 
guerrilla activity had been reported in this 
area for about a year. Our FTX was to 
last five days with everyone being picked 
up Friday morning at 0600 hours. 

It wasn’t until 2200 hours on Sunday 
that we finally got under way. My old 
friend the sergeant major had helped with 
the training and was with us as we 
headed out into the night. The landing 
zone (LZ) was a flat area just outside a 
small village. The objective of the 


exercise was to infiltrate the area, set up 
an observation post (OP) and stay in the 
region for five days without being seen. 
Given the characteristics of the local 
terrain, this would be hard to do. 

The insertion was no problem. From 
the LZ we had about 900 meters to travel 
to that night’s objective. We had done 
our map study and aerial recon and 
thought we had everything down pat. But 
after landing we once again found that 
map studies and overflights can be 
deceiving — there were people 
everywhere, and what looked like small 
ravines on the map turned out to be small 
Grand Canyons filled with thorn trees. 

We had picked a good night. It was 
pitch dark and raining like hell. Once on 
the ground we got our bearings and headed 
out. Now, I know eveiybody has had to 
cross fences sometime in their life, but in 
El Salvador they build fences like nowhere 
else in the world. They plant sticker trees 
for fence posts and string wires between 
them about two inches apart. After a few 
years you have a porcupine hedgerow with 
wire woven into it. 

We took the first fence pretty quickly, 
all things considered. Then we hit the 
sugar-cane fields. If I never have to 
navigate through another cane field in my 
life it will be too soon. The Salvo 
sergeant warned me not to try this stunt, 
but I wouldn’t listen. I told him you 
sometimes have to go through areas you 
don’t want to in order to reach your 
objective. I was wrong and learned a 
lesson from the whole experience: If the 
locals tell you your way is shit and that 
they know of a better one, listen to them. 

The cane field was about 300 yards 
across. Now you might ask, “How 
fucked up can you get in that short 
distance?’’ If you took a bucket of 
spaghetti and dumped it on the ground 
with half of it standing up and the rest 
folded down around what is standing, 


Salvadoran soldiers on patrol. Photo: Steve 
Salisbury 
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that is what a cane field is like. Except 
the cane is 12 feet tall! In addition, 
sugar-cane leaves are like razors and will 
cut the hell out of you. 

When we came out the other side, we 
had lost about 40 minutes and had gotten 
somewhat off course. After regrouping 
we started off again. By this time the 
locals were all off the roads and locked 
in their homes. If you ran into anybody 
after this he was likely to be a G. On the 
other side of the cane field we found 
another one of the fine fences and cut our 
way through it, being careful to tie 
everything back together before we left. 

It was then that the firefight to the 
west broke out. Later we found out the 
Gs had hit this outpost. The local troops 
were able to hold out until daylight when 
reinforcements showed up. 

After moving 50 yards we hit another 
fence. As each of us came up to the wire 
and crossed it, the trail took a hard left 
turn. The sergeant major was in front of 
me and did not see the man in front of 
him go to the left. I had just started to go 
over the wire when I heard a loud thump 
right in front of me. I hit the ground on 
the other side on all fours and crawled 
forward cautiously. After about three feet 
my left hand could feel nothing — the 
ground had disappeared. In front of me I 
could hear the sergeant major moaning in 
pain. He had missed the left turn and had 
fallen about 20 feet into a gully, landing 
in some heavy brush. 

Here we were on the first day of the 
FTX and already someone was hurt. I 
pulled my 12-foot rope out of my pack as 
did the man next to me and we tied them 
together. We secured one end of the rope 
to a tree and I went down for a look. The 
sergeant major was not badly hurt. He 
had landed standing up and injured his 
right foot. It wasn’t so bad that he 
couldn’t continue, or so he told us. He 
was one tough old man. As the night 
wore on we had to cross about half a 
dozen more of these 20- to 30-foot deep 
gullies. The sides were straight down and 
covered with thick brush. 


Salvadoran troopers deploying from 

U.S.-supplied Huey helicopter. Photo: Steve 

Salisbury 



Salvadoran soldier armed with M16A1 takes 
cover in the bush during firefight. Photo: 
Steve Salisbury 


Finally at about 0300 hours we thought 
we had reached our base camp. The terrain 
matched the map and the count was about 
right. We set in just as the rain reached its 
peak. We had a meeting with the sergeants 
who had just checked the perimeter. We 
were pretty beat up and dead tired. As the 
sun came up the rain stopped and we sent 
teams out to determine exactly where we 
were. As the teams reported back we found 
we were actually about 400 yards from 
where we thought we were. So much for 
our maps. 

As the sun burned the mist away the 
sounds of the day drifted toward us. All 
around we could hear the sound of 
human activity: trees being cut, the 
sounds of kids, chickens, and people 
involved in their daily routine. In a tree 
line on the edge of a cane field we set up 
OPs and waited for dark. 


Several people came within 50 yards 
of our position but did not see us. As 
night came we made contact with the 
base and about two hours after dark we 
moved out. It took us about an hour to 
reach our next base camp. A day later we 
started the FTX. 

Teams were sent out in a 360-degree 
circle around the base camp. Every 24 
hours they would change their positions.' 
As the night wore on and the teams got 
into position we sat back in the base 
camp and went over what had happened 
up until now. The sergeant major’s foot 
looked very bad and I asked him whether 
he wanted me to call a chopper to have 
him extracted in the morning. The look I 
got would have melted steel. He 
informed me to mind my own business 
and if I mentioned his age once more he 
would shove a grenade up my ass. 

The standard operating procedure for 
the teams was to check in every hour on 
the hour using clicks on the radio. At 
about 2300 hours team three came up on 
the net and said they had spotted Gs on 
the road. They were watching them head 
toward a small village about three 
kilometers from them. This was not part 
of the FTX — these were real Gs. 

We had the radio frequency of the civil 
defense unit in the village and tried to 
raise them. No luck. About an hour later 
we heard the Gs hit the village. The 
attack lasted about 30 minutes and then 
all was still. We were all stunned at what 
had happened. Team three came back on 
the air and said the Gs were coming back 
down the road smoking and joking. 

Before the night was out all teams had 
reported that there were Gs in their areas. 
A quick count based on these reports had 
us sitting in the middle of about 75 bad 
guys. By 0300 we had decided to move 
the base camp to a more secure place. 

We brought all the teams up on the net 
and informed them we were moving and 
for them to stay in place for 24 more 
hours. It took us about two hours to get 
to where we were going, about halfway 
up the side of a hill covered with thick 
brush. No more fun and games. This was 
for real. 

As we moved out I was worried about 
the sergeant major being able to keep up; 

I could see he was really hurting. One of 
the Salvo soldiers stayed with him at 
all times. 

The route we chose led through a 
banana plantation. Ever try to go through 
a banana plantation in the dark? This 
thing was on the side of a steep hill. By 
the time we got through it, it was almost 
daybreak. As we finally dragged 
ourselves into our new base camp, the 
sun was starting to come up. 

I checked the perimeter with a Salvo 
sergeant. We got the radio set up and 
checked in with the teams. All was OK, 
but there had been Gs moving in the area 
all night. By this time over 150 sightings 
had been reported. 
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About 0800 I woke the sergeant major 
for a staff meeting. We had to make a 
decision as to whether to pull the teams 
back to the base camp that night and get 
the hell out of there or stay in place and 
gather as much information as we could 
on the G activity in the area. 

We had 24 men in four six-man teams 
which were lightly armed and scattered 
over four square kilometers. How long 
could we stay in the area without being 
discovered? We had tried to raise the 
base at Ilopango all day with no luck. 

We had two days before we were to go 
back. Everybody was tucked in tight and 
the chances of us pulling it off were 
pretty good. We would stay. 

This area was supposed to have been 
clear of G activity for the past year. 
Someone had screwed up. From our 
position we could see a man standing 
under a tree from where he could view 
the valley below. Every hour or so a 
small boy would come to report to him 
and then go away. Several times during 
the day aircraft flew over and he would 
duck under cover. This wasn’t the kind 
of behavior you’d expect from a typical 
farmer. 

The area we were in was very heavily 
populated. Several times during the day 
people came within 50 yards of our 
hiding place. None of our people ate, no 
one moved. With that many Gs in the 
area the locals had to be involved. As we 
settled in for our third night in the bush 
we still had not made contact with 
Ilopango. We were frustrated as all hell. 

The sergeant major had rested well 
during the day and his foot was looking 
better. I had given him some Demerol 
and as long as he stayed off the foot he 
was fine. We did not know for sure if 
anything was broken. About an hour 
before dark we ate and cleaned weapons. 
The teams had all reported in and were in 
position. 

We had brought an interceptor with us 
and were monitoring all commo in the 
area. This interceptor was basically a 
scanner receiver with a recorder. When 
we got back the tapes would be turned in 
and studied in detail. So far we had not 
picked up any G traffic. But at 2200 
hours two things happened that got our 
attention. The teams started calling in 
reports of G movement on the roads, and 
there was a shot fired not 50 yards from 
our position. 

At first I thought one of our guys had 
had an accidental discharge. I had just 
dozed off and it scared the shit out of 
me. We didn’t know whether a G had 
walked into our position and one of the 
men had shot him or whether we had 
been spotted and a signal had been 
passed. No one moved for about five 
minutes. The Salvo sergeant crawled over 
to my position to talk to me. We could 
hear shots being fired from different 
directions all around us, each one coming 
from hilltops overlooking the valley we 


One of the author’s students for the 
forward air controllers (FACs) course in El 
Salvador. Photo: Harry Claflin 

were in. 

The sergeant and I moved to where our 
men were on that side of the perimeter. 
We found two very jumpy young soldiers 
who told us where the shot had come 
from. With the night-vision equipment I 
tried to see where the G who fired the 
shot was. No luck. There was too much 
brush. The sergeant and I eased forward 
about 25 yards and sure enough there he 
was, smoking a cigarette and taking a 
piss. We watched him for about 10 
minutes and decided he did not know we 
were anywhere around. 

When we came back into the perimeter 
we were very careful not to make a lot of 
noise. We did not want to get shot by 
our own men. I had told them not to 
shoot or throw grenades or do anything 
else while we were out unless all hell 
broke loose and they were being overrun. 
We left a set of night-vision goggles with 


the two men so they could watch for us. 
No use taking chances. 

Safely back inside our base camp we 
sat down to sort things out. We’d heard 
shots the two previous nights but didn’t 
notice a pattern. We settled down to 
wait. Sure enough, at midnight our little 
friend let off a round, answered by shots 
on the hilltops around us. This went on 
all night, replaced at 0600 by the day 
watch with its children runners. 

It didn’t take a General Westmoreland 
to figure out we were sitting in the 
middle of a large G base camp of some 
kind. They were not using radios and 
were only moving at night. One thing 
was for sure — they were keeping a real 
low profile. All the teams had reported G 
movement in their areas until about 0200 
hours. 

The day passed with no surprises. We 
had decided to bring the teams in that 
night and move to our pickup point, 
which was about a kilometer away. 

Continued on page 80 
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ABOVE: SOF Editor/ 
Publisher Robert K. 
Brown. Photo: Duane Hall 


ABOVE: Freedom 
fighters miction? 
Colonels MeCoil 
and Brown display 
captured 

group FMLN flag. 
Photo: Duane Hall 


LEFxt Expo exhibitor’s 
offered If erything from 
tiger stripes to military 
small arms. Photo: 
Duane Holt 


LEFT: At the banquet: 
Robert K. Brown with 
Lewis Tambs, former U.S. 
ambassador to Colombia 
and Costa Rica; Maj. Gen. 
John K. Singlaub; Mario 
Calero of the FDN; former 
Air America pilot Ed 
Dearborn and SOF Special 
Projects Director Col. 
Alexander M.S. McCoIl. 
Photo: Duane Hall 
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RIGHT: SOF Contributing 
Editor John Donovan and 
Technical Editor Peter G. 
Kokalis at the range. 
Photo: Duane Hall 
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SOP VIETNAM 

SHOT 

OUT OF 

LAOS 

SOG Runs Into Heavy 
Traffic on Uncle Ho’s Highway 


by Isaac Staats 

Photos by Ron Zeiss 

Target: E-8. 

Command and Control: MACV-SOG, 
5th SFGA. 

Area of Operation: Laos. 

Codename: Prairie Fire. 

Mission: Primary — Capture NVA soldier. 

Secondary — Wiretap NVA com¬ 
munications lines. 

Alternate — Look for American 
POW. 

Target Team: Spike Team (ST) Idaho. 
Date: 8 November 1968. 

Launch Site: Phu Bai, FOB #1. 
Insertion Aircraft: Kingbees, Viet¬ 
namese-piloted H-34 helicopters. 

Lead Ship: 10 — U.S. team leader, Staats; 
11 — U.S. assistant leader, John Shore; 01 
— Vietnamese team leader, Sau; and 02 — 
team interpreter, Hiep. 

Second Ship: 12 — third American, Henry 
King; 03 — Point man, Son; 08 — tailgun- 
ner, Cau; and 09 — M79 man Tuan. 
Third Ship: Backup. 

Assets on Site: 2 A IE Skyraiders, 1 0-2 
Covey, 2 UH-1B Huey gunships, and F-4 
Phantoms on call. 

Operation Command Center: MACV- 
SOG, Phu Bai, FOB #1. 


O UR patrol order was simple and 
straightforward, but it was a long way 
from the whole story. By early November 
1968, Spike teams in Forward Operating 
Base (FOB) # 1 had taken a beating. Teams 
from MACV-SOG running missions into 
Laos found it harder to penetrate the Prairie 
Fire area of operations (AO). 

Enemy trackers were getting better and 
Charlie kept installing more 37mm antiair¬ 
craft guns, which were extremely effective 
against choppers. In addition, the NVA be¬ 
gan putting spotters on LZs. Because the 
number of good LZs was limited, they’d 
booby-trap some of them. Intelligence re¬ 
ports had warned all teams about the deadly 
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helicopter booby traps regular Army troops 
had encountered on LZs in Vietnam. These 
booby traps, initiated by thin tripwires, trig¬ 
gered firing devices that included every¬ 
thing from hand grenades to 250-pound 
bombs hidden on the LZ. 

Nonetheless, the brass in Saigon and the 
S-3 (operations) boys at FOB #1 never re¬ 
lented in trying to get a team on the ground 
in the Prairie Fire AO. The reasons were 
simple: Intelligence reports said the NVA 
had more than 40,000 people maintaining 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail complex in Laos and 
Uncle Ho’s troops were sending an ever- 
increasing number of troops, along with 
supplies and weapons, down the network of 
hidden trails. 

Because of the endless escalation of NVA 
activity in Laos, Saigon had an equally end¬ 
less appetite to get as much intelligence 
from the AO as possible. For several days 
before ST Idaho drew the Echo 8 target, our 
team had set a record of sorts by getting shot 
out of more LZs than any team in Phu Bai. 

Setting that record — no one actually 
counted the numbers — was a draining, 
often deadly exercise which would run like 
this: As the team leader, I’d get a target in 
the morning, the covey (0-1 observation 
aircraft pilot), if he had time, would pick 
primary, secondary and alternate LZs. 
We’d load up on the Kingbees (H-34 heli¬ 
copters), go into the primary LZ and get 
shot out, then get shot out of the secondary 
and alternate sites. Because the flights to the 
Prairie Fire AO were so long, we’d have to 
fly back to Phu Bai, refuel, eat lunch, get 
another target and try it again — with iden¬ 
tical results in the afternoon. 

After four days of being run out of LZs, 
ST Idaho was beat. The fatigue of being 
airborne for so long and then flying into an 
LZ and either getting shot out of it or spot¬ 
ting enemy personnel, which compromised 
the mission, was exhausting. 

On the fourth day, we got blown out of 
the three LZs in the morning. While the 
team ate lunch, the S-3 told me the after¬ 
noon target would be Echo 8. Shortly after 
receiving the assignment, I found the man 
flying covey for us, SFC Robert “Spider” 
Parks, and told him the news. 

At the time, Spider was joking with a 
couple of guys in the club. When I said Echo 
8, the smile drained from his face and he 
warned: “Don’t forget what happened to 
Lane. Be extra careful out there. Charlie has 
his fucking act together there, and we still 
don’t know what happened to Lane.” 

Lane was Sergeant First Class Glenn 
Lane. In May 1968, Lane was the leader of 
ST Idaho when it was inserted into Whiskey 
2, a target a few klicks away from Echo 8. 
After Lane’s team was inserted, the radio¬ 
man gave a team OK. That was the last 
anyone ever heard from them. For two or 
three days, numerous coveys tried to raise 
Lane or anyone from his team. The way it 
looked, ST Idaho simply disappeared. 

When ST Oregon ran a “Brightlight” 
mission (a heavily armed recon team that 
carried no food and little water as it searched 
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for a missing team or team members), the 
team couldn’t get off of the LZ. They were 
hit hard by NVA troops firing American 
weapons and using American hand gre¬ 
nades instead of the less reliable Chicom 
grenades. Every team member of ST Ore¬ 
gon was wounded. 

No one ever heard from Lane or his ST 
Idaho again. Two weeks after Lane dis¬ 
appeared, Spider was appointed 10 for Ida¬ 
ho and I became the 12 — radio operator. 
By November, Spider was flying covey and 
I was the 10, an E-3 filling an E-8/E-9 slot, 


Into Laos. H-34s with SOG spike teams 
embarked fly into the Prairie Fire area of 
Laos. 


HO CHI MINH’S TRAIL 

One of the oldest concepts of warfare 
is the maintaining of a secure rear base 
and an equally secure line of com¬ 
munication to the front. Vietnam was 
certainly America’s most unconvention¬ 
al war, but even in the jungles of South¬ 
east Asia this basic principle of warfare 
remained valid. And while a secure rear 
base and secure lines of communication 
to the front presented little problem for 
the United States, the other side of the 
coin, denying those things to the enemy, 
was a never-ending challenge. Despite 
some of the United States’ most expen¬ 
sive and wide-ranging efforts mounted 
during the war, the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
system never failed to supply men and 
materiel for the communists’ war in the 
south. 

After the American withdrawal in 
1973, the trip down the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail was made in three to four days. But 
that had not always been the case. Ear¬ 
lier in the war, groups of 100 to 300 men 
made the trek in two to three months, 
starting inside North Vietnam near the 
Laotian border and ending near Tche- 
pone in southern Laos. The troops 
marched for 13 hours a day, resting 10 
minutes each hour. They were led along 
each section of the Trail by an agent 
responsible only for that area. After 
arrival in Tchepone the units were led 
into South Vietnam and linked with units 
already operating there. 

The Trail grew from rough jungle 
trails to a well-maintained system ser¬ 
viced by way stations with resupply 
points, medical facilities and rest areas. 
In places an all-weather road was con¬ 
structed as well as an oil pipeline and 
telephone lines. As the Trail improved, 
ever-increasing numbers of men went 
south. Between 1965 and 1967 it’s esti¬ 
mated that an average of 7,000 men a 
month moved down the Trail. For the 
year 1968 the number is believed close 
to 100,000. At war’s end the “trail’’ had 
become more of a highway. 

The Trail existed almost entirely in¬ 


side Laos. That the North Vietnamese 
were able to take advantage of “neu¬ 
tral” Laos was not so much a result of 
their being able to militarily deny , the 
area to U.S. forces as it was a result of 
political restraints that had their origin in 
the Kennedy administration. In 1961, 
contrary to the Geneva Accords, the 
North Vietnamese were using trails in 
Laos to supply forces in the south. Ken¬ 
nedy threatened intervention, which 
brought the North back to the negotiat¬ 
ing table. Averill Harriman, chief nego¬ 
tiator for the United States, reached an 
agreement whereby Laos would be free 
of any foreign troops. While the North 
Vietnamese merely defied the ban, 
American activities were monitored by 
Senator William Fulbright and the Sen¬ 
ate Foreign Relations Committee, which 
attempted to ensure American com¬ 
pliance with the treaty. As the NVA 
presence in Laos grew throughout the 
war, political considerations continued 
to limit American response to the build¬ 
up, frustrating the efforts of the Amer¬ 
ican military. 

But while U.S. efforts on the ground 
were severely limited, other options, in¬ 
cluding bombing and electronic surveil¬ 
lance, were exercised. Bombing ton¬ 
nage (2,235,918 tons) exceeded the total 
dropped by the United States in World 
War II, Ingenious surveillance and 
monitoring measures of the Defense 
Communications Planning Group 
(DCPG), among others, resulted in the 
first ever “electronic battlefield,” pro¬ 
viding real-time intelligence about 
movements on the Trail. But in General 
Westmoreland’s opinion, “The only 
completely effective method of inter¬ 
dicting enemy movement through Laos 
is to deploy forces into Laos.” 

During the course of the war three 
things were to prevent Westmoreland 
from having his way. Foremost was 
domestic political considerations. Con¬ 
gressional opposition to violating the 
Geneva Accords, fear of greater protests 
against the war, and the effects that the 
projected high casualties would have on 


American public opinion all contributed 
to limiting involvement in Laos. 

A second factor limiting American 
activities, and which affected other deci¬ 
sions about the war as well, was the fear 
of Chinese intervention. Chinese inten¬ 
tions remained a mystery to American 
planners throughout the conflict, succes¬ 
sive administrations always believing 
there was a line which, when crossed, 
would result in direct Chinese interven¬ 
tion. While that fear was probably un¬ 
grounded, it nonetheless affected Amer¬ 
ican planning. 

As close as Westmoreland would 
come to winning approval for a large- 
scale Laotian intervention came in 1968. 
His proposed operation, codenamed El 
Paso, was initially rejected. After being 
reworked to address some of the con¬ 
cerns of his superiors, mosdy those of 
the CINCPAC, Admiral Sharp, the plan 
was resubmitted. Within 24 hours of 
sending his revised plan to Sharp, the 
NVA and VC launched the Tet Offen¬ 
sive, bringing planning for El Paso to an 
immediate halt. 

It is clear that not closing the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail system contributed to the 
American failure in Vietnam. Why some 
of the grand efforts such as the bombing 
and the DCPG had little effect in the end 
is less clear. Certainly thousands of 
enemy troops were killed and many 
supply columns destroyed. Lane Rog¬ 
ers, an experienced Marine, wrote in 
1966 that, although the method being 
used by the NVA “requires more time 
and personnel than Western organiza¬ 
tions, it is not dependent on any specific 
or vulnerable routes .. even if five 
columns are interdicted, others are re¬ 
routed and the ant-like procession con¬ 
tinues . ’ * There also may be some truth in 
Westmoreland’s explanation of why 
American efforts against the Trail failed: 
“The Trail veterans were a tough, 
persevering bunch and perhaps the ter¬ 
rors ... were nothing compared to those 
of nature on the Trail itself,“ 

— G.B . Crouse 
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which was not uncommon in 1968. 

With Spider’s warning ringing in my 
ears, I briefed the team. Sau’s eyes lit up 
when I showed him the map and our latest 
target. “Number fucking 10 target!” he 
exclaimed. He had been present at Lane’s 
final briefing, but didn’t run that fatal mis¬ 
sion. After we ate lunch, we boarded the 
Kingbees and headed west again. Lane and 
the other missing members of ST Idaho, 
who remain missing today, haunted us. 

Enroute to the target, Spider radioed me 
that he had found a good LZ on the side of a 
mountain. Even as the 10,1 carried the radio 
on ST Idaho. There were too many cases of 
young radiomen accidentally misdirecting 
airstrikes onto their teams. 


I sat in the door when we neared the target 
area and Shore crouched behind me. When 
the Kingbee pilot spotted the LZ, the old 
H-34 suddenly went into a dying, diving 
swan act as he spiraled downward several 
thousand feet toward the LZ. 

About 100 feet from the ground, the pilot 
revved the engine, ending the dead swan 
spiral, and flared out for a landing. As we 
descended, I searched the LZ for booby 
traps and Shore scanned the woodline. For 
the first time in four days, there was no 
greeting party or booby traps. 

The insertion was slick. From the LZ, we 
found a narrow pass into the jungle which 
led to an enormous wooded area that looked 
more like the White Mountains of New 


Hampshire than a Southeast Asia jungle. 

Because the wooded area was so open, I 
put the team on line and Sau reminded 
everyone to cover their own tracks as we 
advanced north up the mountain. Instead of 
moving cautiously as we normally did in 
dense jungle, I had the team march as quick¬ 
ly as possible. As we moved up the moun¬ 
tain, I radioed Spider with a “team OK.” 

Usually, after receiving a team OK, Spi¬ 
der would silently fly out of the target area. 
On that day, he warned: “Be careful.... 
I’m going to fly over another team [which 
had launched from Mai Loc] and I’ll be back 
in an hour. I’ll stay over target until I hear a 
click team OK from you.” 

A click team OK was merely breaking 



Vietnamese-piloted H-34, assigned to SOG, 


LANTERNS IN LAOS 

The crachin — a cold, damp fog that 
covered the Annamite Mountains along 
the Laos-Vietnam border — turned our 
three-day patrol in the hills northwest of 
Khe Sanh more miserable than usual in 
March 1967. 

It had been a fairly typical patrol. 
There was little sign of the NVA and 
there had been no contact. We’d humped 
all day through rugged terrain and thick 
brush with packs so heavy our shoulders 
were rubbed raw. 

Normally one didn’t look forward to 
the sun going down in Vietnam, but 
under the circumstances we did. Rest at 
last. 

That lasted until somewhere around 
midnight, when I looked out to the west 
through a hole in the fog and saw an 


entire damn mountain light up. The 
whole platoon was up real quick and 
staring out incredulously at the sight of 
what appeared to be hundreds of NVA 
moving around with lanterns on a slope 
way off to the west toward Laos. Our 
platoon commander and platoon 
sergeant got busy under a blanket with a 
map and flashlight trying to figure out 
just which one of the scores of ridge lines 
out to the west to try to get some arty 
called in on, while the rest of us just 
watched in utter amazement. 

We couldn’t come up with any 
reasonable explanation for why the 
NVA would light up what had to be a 
major concentration of their forces. The 
arty never arrived — I don’t think I ever 
learned why— and after an hour or so 
the lanterns were extinguished. 

We wrote if off to the “dinks” just 


trying to mess with our minds and forgot 
about it. Over the years I’ve told the 
story numerous times when the talk 
drifted around to the weird things one 
saw at night in Vietnam. 

Then reading Issac Staats' “Shot Out 
of Laos” some 20 years later I came 
across the section describing the NVA 
lighting up lanterns to search the moun¬ 
tain for the SOG patrol, and I realized 
what I had seen that night. 

Back then 1 knew there were some 
Army guys doing weird things but never 
had any idea they were running around 
over in Laos. 

Now I know that it was not a little 
NVA psy-war but a desperate game of 
hide and seek in the hills. I hope those 
SOG guys made it. 

— Jim Graves 
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squelch twice quickly on the PRC-25 hand¬ 
set. Without speaking, we minimized the 
NVA’s radio direction finding (RDF) capa¬ 
bilities. 

I wanted to get as far away from the LZ as 
quickly as possible. For more than an hour 
we pushed up the hill, moving on line for at 
least 30 minutes before returning to more 
traditional in-line march. Because we 
moved without taking a break, climbing 
straight up, the team was sucking gas. We 
were still a long way from the top of the 
mountain, which was where I hoped to 
establish our rest over night (RON) site. 

After about 75 minutes on the ground. 
Son, who was running point, and Sau, who 
was behind him, signaled “trail ahead.” 
Son and Sau moved forward for point recon¬ 
naissance while the rest of us caught our 
breath. 

Sau returned in a few minutes. He said 
there was good news and bad news. The 
good news was there were NVA walking 
casually along the east-west trail. Some of 
them had AK-47s on their shoulders without 
magazines in them. Speaking through Hiep, 
our interpreter, Sau said, “ I don’t think 
they know we’re here.” 

The bad news was the trail was wide, as 
wide as two lanes on an interstate. 

On the north side of the trail were tele¬ 
phone lines. I told Sau I wanted to get across 
ASAP, Shore moved east and I moved west 
along the trail to provide security while the 
team crossed. 

We crossed without incident and I moved 
the team about 100 yards north of the trail. 
Sau climbed one of the telephone poles and 
started a wiretap on the phone lines. Mean¬ 
while, Shore, Son and Tuan moved down 
the mountain and put in our ambush explo¬ 
sives. 

Again, the wooded area worked to our 
advantage; it wasn’t the thick sort of jungle 
where you couldn’t see 10 feet in front of 
you. Team members could move quickly, 
yet had enough cover to avoid being seen 
from the road. 

The ambush munitions consisted of two 
claymore mines facing the trail, with the 
inner killing arcs crossing in the center of 
the ambush. Hours of practice installing an 
ambush paid off here. They knew exactly 
how far apart the claymores had to be. At 


Vietnamese pilot on the struts of his H-34. 
Door gun is Browning M1919A6 .30 caliber. 


the center of the claymores’ killing zone, 
between the arcs of pellets they’d throw out, 
there was a zone big enough for one person 
to survive. And exactly six feet from the 
trail, at that precise location, was a piece of 
C-4 plastic explosive which was powerful 
enough to knock unconscious the one per¬ 
son who survived the deadly claymore kill¬ 
ing zone. 

We knew the C-4 was the right amount 
because one of our fellow Green Berets 
practiced igniting different quantities of C-4 
until he knocked himself out on our firing 
range at Phu Bai. 


SOG spike team pauses underneath NVA 
version of Bell Telephone in Laos. 



Then Son and Tuan placed flank security 
claymores at the eastern and western ends of 
the ambush zone for team security, and Cau 
put a claymore north of our team for rear 
security. 

Textbook perfect. With the ambush set 
up, Shore and I started joking about where 
we’d spend our bonus and extra R&R. 
MACV-SOG had promised that all team 
members who captured a live NVA soldier 
would get a cash bonus and a five-day R&R 
anywhere in the world. 

We had good reason to dream. ’Sau and 
Hiep, who spoke French, English, Viet¬ 
namese and understood some Laotian, were 
monitoring the wiretap. As we sat on the 
north side of the trail, we observed several 
more NVA soldiers, including an officer, 
walking casually without realizing we were 
contemplating snatching their bodies for a 
quick trip to Saigon. 

When Spider returned, I could barely 
control my enthusiasm. I told him to scram¬ 
ble the Kingbees and give me a precise time 
on target (TOT) at our primary LZ because 
we’d have one live NVA package. Because 
it was an open air transmission, the NVA 
POW portion of the message was in code, 
just in case Charlie was monitoring our fre¬ 
quencies. 

Then things turned to shit. 

“Don’t move!” Spider cautioned. 
“Don’t move! Don’t breathe! Don’t fart! 
Don’t do nothing,” he said in an unusually 
nervous voice. 

Before I could ask why, he continued, 
“I’m at 10,000 feet and I can’t see you. 
You’re simply socked in. Right now we 
couldn’t find a mountain down there, let 
alone a spike team. Cool it. Don’t do any¬ 
thing. And above all, don’t make contact 
until this weather breaks.” 

Then I remembered seeing a bank of 
clouds to the west as we inserted. As I 
looked up, the jungle/forest we were in was 
over 200 feet tall and blocked out direct 
sunlight so we couldn’t tell what the sky 
looked like. 

We heard tanks moving north of our posi¬ 
tion and dogs from the direction of our LZ. All 
of a sudden, people on the trail started run¬ 
ning. No more casual Sunday walks without 
weapons. A squad of NVA walked past, mov¬ 
ing west. Then I thought about Lane. Spider’s 
last warning, “Don’t move. Don’t do any¬ 
thing,” was ringing in my ears. 

Within minutes, we heard the first shots 
fired by scouts who were working with the 
dogs. It was obvious the damn dogs were 
heading north and had found our scent. 

I ordered the ambush disarmed and re¬ 
packed. I told Sau to run the wiretap as long 
as possible. He had it rigged so he could pull 
it down with a quick jerk on the wire. 

The tanks that were north of us sounded 
like they were heading west, so we moved 
east. Before we left, Cau placed large quan¬ 
tities of ground black pepper in the area 
where we had set up our ambush, to foul the 
noses of the dogs. 

We continued to move east around an 
enormous mountain as the activity con- 
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tinued to escalate behind us. At approx¬ 
imately 1800 hours we encountered a moun¬ 
tain creek that ran south down the hill, that 
had lots of water in it and steep embank¬ 
ments on each side. 

We jumped in the creek and moved north, 
upstream, for 15 minutes without pause. 
Because of the heavy cloud cover, darkness 
was beginning to set in. Sau, who had been 
running missions for five years, agreed that 
it was best to move as long as we could. 

Occasionally the team would stop and all 
eight members walked up the embankments 
and into the jungle, setting false trails for the 
dogs to follow. 

By last light the team was exhausted, 
hungry and wet. Spider said the weather had 
worsened. 

As we moved up the east embankment, 
we could hear dozens of trucks south of us, 
apparently moving along the trail where we 
had set up our ambush hours earlier. 

Sau climbed the biggest tree around to see 
what was going on. He said the trucks were 
bringing hundreds of NVA troops along the 
road where we had set up our ambush. And 
they were heading north up the mountain 
with lanterns, looking for us. 

We ate our dehydrated rations in shifts. 
At midnight, the NVA and their dogs were 
still coming up the mountain. At 0130 
hours, Sau said he could see the lanterns 
approaching our team. 

Around 0300 hours, the lanterns got low 
on fuel and most of the NVA finally turned 
around and went back down the mountain, 
except for two soldiers who had walked up 
the creek and past us. After they walked past 
us I gave Hiep, who had a bad cigarette 
cough, a bottle of cough syrup to suppress 
any coughs because the damp weather, wet 
ground and walking in the creek had irri¬ 
tated his throat. 

As the two NVA were returning down the 
mountain past us, walking in complete dark¬ 
ness, Hiep coughed. Then one of the NVA 
started crawling up the embankment toward 
me. I was facing the creek, sitting up. 

The NVA soldier was good. He only 
moved when the wind stirred the trees. Dur¬ 
ing one windy moment, the NVA soldier 
touched the sole of my jungle boot. I heard 
him gasp. 

It was pitch black. I couldn’t see him. I 
wondered if he could see my CAR-15 point¬ 
ing at him. 

I didn’t dare shoot. I was playing the 
biggest game of hide-and-seek in my life 
and I didn’t want to alert this Charlie’s bud¬ 
dies, most of whom were walking down the 
mountain, as to where we were. 

When the wind next blew, he crawled 
back down the embankment. By 0400 
hours, he and his buddy were heading down 
the stream. At first light, we moved north¬ 
east up the mountain, which seemed like the 
largest mountain on earth. We moved all 
day, reaching the top near last light. ST 


Chopper pad at FOB #1, Phu Bai. H-34s 
are returning from supply run to Mai Loc. 
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SOG’S PORTABLE 
ARTILLERY 

Operating beyond the reach of friend¬ 
ly artillery and with available air support 
often limited by weather, it’s little won¬ 
der that SOG teams sought to maximize 
their own firepower assets. One of their 
most valuable weapons was the M79 
40mm grenade launcher. Later the 
M203, also in 40mm and which attached 
to the M16, was used. But in addition to 
those two standard weapons, SOG teams 
at various times had access to ex¬ 
perimental and locally modified grenade 
launchers. 

Among these was the T-148* a maga¬ 
zine-fed 40mm launcher, of which a lim¬ 
ited number were manufactured in the 
mid-1950s prior to development of the 
M79. Fed by a side-mounted, harmoni¬ 
ca-type magazine, the weapon never en¬ 
tered serious production due to the adop¬ 
tion of the M79. It also was prone to 
failure as a result of weak magazine ex¬ 
tractors, a problem which plagued it in 
Vietnam as well. 

An example of a locally modified ver¬ 
sion was the double-barreled type. Two 
M79s were bracketed together and the 
buttstock was removed from one. Each 
barrel was operated by its own trigger 
mechanism. Simply sawing off the stock 
and barrel of an M79 was the most com¬ 
mon modification seen in Vietnam. 

Other versions of grenade launchers 
(such as a slide-action model) woe used, 
but few specimens of these weapons woe 
produced, few photos of them were taken, 
and it is not known if any of the individual 
weapons survived the war. 

— G.B. Qot/se 

Spike team members at the Phu Bai range. 
Author, with XM148 grenade launcher, is 
standing far left. Spike Team Idaho 
member Bubba Shore is standing at far 
right. 


Idaho was beat. The jungle we moved 
through was thick but not dense. Climbing 
all day had been tough on all of us. The only 
contact we had was when Son and Sau did a 
brief area recon and ran into some woodcut¬ 
ters — who quickly ran away. 

About midnight, the sky cleared. There 
wasn’t a cloud anywhere. We made radio 
contact with Batcat, codename for the air¬ 
borne command ship that flew over the 
Prairie Fire AO 24 hours a day. I told him 
we were going to stay on the mountaintop 
all day, especially if the weather got bad. 

By 0600 hours, the clouds had returned 
and we were socked in again. We gave 
Spider a team OK and healed our hiking 
wounds. 

That night, while monitoring different 
FM frequencies, we picked up a Russian 
transmission. 


A few months before this mission, we 
had heard about the Russians and Chinese 
working in ‘ ‘neutral” Laos, but this was the 
first time we had audio proof. Ivan was on 
the air, live at midnight. I tried to raise 
Batcat but couldn’t. 

With the long antenna on the PRC-25,1 
moved to the east side of the mountain and 
tried to contact Lemon Tree, a radio site 
manned by MACV-SOG personnel. Again, 
no luck. 

While I was on the radio. Shore came 
around to my side of the mountain, his eyes 
wide open. “You’ve got to see this to be¬ 
lieve it. I think we’re in the Twilight Zone, ” 
he said. 

As I monitored the Russian conversation, 
I walked around to the west side of the 
mountain. Shore just pointed west toward 
another one of the huge Laotian mountains. 


which was lighting up like a massive Christ¬ 
mas tree. 

It was after midnight. The Russians were 
on our radio. Soon we could hear Ivan’s 
plane. Off to the west, the side of that moun¬ 
tain was lighting up brighter than Broadway 
in the Big Apple. Weird! 

The Russians were flying in a resupply to 
the lighted side of the mountain. From our 
distance, the area appeared to be bigger than 
several football fields tacked together. 

For several minutes ST Idaho simply 
stood there in amazement, gazing at the 
incredibly brilliant lights made all the 
brighter by the stark darkness of the cloud¬ 
less jungle night. 

By the time I raised someone on the 
radio, Ivan’s plane had turned around and 

Continued on page 77 


FEBRUARY 88 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 67 






SOF INTERVIEW 


GENERAL 

RAHMATULLAII 


SAFI 

Brigadier General Rahmatullah Safi, 
currently the director of the Military 
Training Academy for the National 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan (NIFA — 
one of the seven major political/military 
groups that direct the Afghan resistance 
campaign against the Soviet invasion 
troops and diminishing troops of the 
Kabul puppet government) visited the 
Soldier of Fortune offices in Boulder 
Colorado, in October 1987. 

General Safi, school trained in the 
Soviet Union (Spetsnaz), England and the 
United States while serving under King 
Zahir Shah, is the most senior former 
Afghan army officer fighting with the 
Afghan freedom fighters, the mujahideen. 
While serving under the king, Safi 
founded the Afghan 444 Commando 
special forces and commanded this elite 
1,600-man force until the king was 
overthrown by his prime minister and his 
nephew Daoud, who started Afghanistan 
down the course that led to the 
establishment of a communist puppet 
government in Kabul in 1978 and the 
Soviet invasion in 1979. From 1973 until 
1976 Safi was held in the infamous 
Pul-i-Charki prison. Safi lived in England 
while recovering from the effects of the 
torture he underwent in prison and joined 
NIFA in late 1980. 

SOF: What motivated you to go 
back to Afghanistan in 1980? 

SAFI: I had a comfortable life in 
England and, believe you me, I would 
not have gone back if I were not a 
soldier and an officer. But because I was, 
I would have felt guilty if I had not gone 
back. Young men with no experience 
were fighting and dying. My 
responsibility was to go back and help. I 
was, after all, educated with their tax 
money, so it was my duty to pay my 
debt to the people. 

SOF: In 1980 the Afghans were 
using tactics of tribal mountain 
warfare and weapons that were 
generally antiquated. How difficult was 


Afghan Leader 
Says War 
Going Weil 


by Jim Graves 

Photos by Tom Slizewski 



“We are fighting for the people of 
Afghanistan and we want to have a 
government which is the choice of the 
people. But not extremes. There is no place 
in Afghanistan for extremes.” 


it for you to sell a program that 
stressed the necessity of training and 
the adoption of modern mountain 
warfare tactics? 

SAFI: It was hard. In the beginning we 
fought the Russians using emotion. If 
you tried to teach a young man to fire a 
mortar he would say to you, “Sir, what 
are you talking about? I’m ready to go. 
This is the mortar. This is the shell. You 
drop the shell in the mortar and bang, it’s 
gone.” But he didn’t understand where it 
had gone to. 

I had to tell them, “My dear boy, if 
you don’t hit the enemy by the second or 
third round, he will kill you.” 

Teaching boys who had never been on 
an airplane, or even seen one, to lead 
aircraft was nearly impossible. They just 
couldn’t understand that a bullet was not 
fast enough to catch an airplane. 


We had to teach them not to play with 
the antipersonnel mines, that they were 
not toys. 

In the beginning we would give them 
supplies to go off and fight with and they 
would say, “My God, it is heavy. Leave 
it.” 

We had to teach them that, with an 
RPG [Soviet-manufactured rocket- 
propelled grenade], if they had courage 
they could kill a tank. 

We learned gradually, gradually. But 
now they ask for training. 

SOF: Has NIFA been more receptive 
than other organizations to 
modernization of its methods and 
tactics? We have heard that some of 
the more conservative parties have 
resisted any changes. 

SAFI: I cannot speak for the other 
parties, but I can say that NIFA is the 
only party that has over 700 former 
Afghan army officers. I have 8,000 
students in my training academy, and all 
our operations today are planned and 
conducted by maps with logistical 
considerations taken into account. 

For example, we planned Operation 
Avalanche for three months. [On 6 July 
1987, between 3,000 and 4,000 NIFA 
fighters launched a coordinated series of 
attacks along the Kabul-Jalalabad 
highway, opening with an assault against 
the isolated outpost of Sorobi. The 
1,000-man Soviet paratroop relief force 
coming to relieve the garrison at Sorobi 
was then pinned down on a twisting 
canyon-bottom road when the Afghans 
blew two bridges about 19 kilometers 
apart. Soviet losses in the 19-kilometer 
killing zone were put at 800 KLA, 150 
vehicles (tanks, trucks, BMPs) destroyed, 
two jets and three helicopters downed.] 

SOF: Are the victory at Sorobi and 
the equally great victories against 
Soviet forces at Jaji and Kandahar in 
the same month indicative that the war 
has swung to the Afghans? 

SAFI: This has been the best year for 
all the mujahideen in Afghanistan. But 
before I get into the jihad, or the military 
side, I want to give you some 
explanation of the political side. 

In 1987 the puppet government has 
been pleading for national reconciliation 
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— cease-fire. Why? 

They are also saying they are willing 
to give up the communist government, 
the People’s Democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan. Why then did they create it 
if they are willing to take it away? 

Mr. Gorbachev himself is saying, “We 
made a great mistake. We want to 
withdraw our troops.” Why? 

Finally, this is all coming at a time 
when the puppets are taking some 
communists out of the government and 
replacing them with so-called neutralists. 
Why? 

It is because they are under pressure 
from the Fighting. 

I give you two years as examples. In 

1986 we had a bad year, very bad. We 
have different kinds of bases: living 
bases, supply bases, defense bases, attack 
bases. Last year we were stuck in the 
defense bases at best, and often not even 
in the defensive bases but in the living 
bases. And the Soviets could fly 
anywhere. They beat us with gunships, 
rockets and long-range artillery. 

What changed? In the beginning of 

1987 the mujahideen were in the 
attacking bases. They are on the front 
lines, hitting the big convoys. They are 
destroying the fuel dumps and lines, the 
supply depots, the power systems. 

Now the aircraft are coming in very, 
very high and their bombing is not 
effective. The mujahideen are not scared 
of them anymore. Now we can grow 
things. The supply trucks are moving. 

We are driving jeeps inside. That is the 
result of their losing air superiority. 

SOF: Stingers? [U.S.-supplied 
Stinger antiaircraft missiles started 
reaching Afghan fighters in the field in 
late 1986. Consequently, Soviet aircraft 
losses, before they changed their flight 
patterns, were running at one-and- 
a-half per day.] 

SAFI: Yes, Stingers. 

But also in the operations this year, 
like Avalanche, we showed that we are 
not on the defensive. We are on their 
neck. Second, we showed that we can 

“I think once you have no choice, no 
alternative, morale will be high. And when 
you are fighting for the right purpose, your 
morale will always be high.” 



combine significant forces. Until this 
year the practice of the mujahideen has 
been to operate in their own tribal area, 
their district. But in Avalanche we had 
NIFA commanders from all the provinces 
around there. 

And now we understand that we 
cannot survive by ourselves. Therefore, 
in many places we are running joint 
operations with other political groups. 

Pll tell you what impact the Stinger 
has had. Following an operation in Kunar 
where we destroyed two of their 
medium-sized bases, they did not appear 
for three days. We learned that the 
Afghans and the Russians fought during 
that operation, each pushing the other to 
fly to the relief of Kunar. The Afghans 
said, “You are running our country. You 
fly.” 

SOF: Has the number of mujahideen 
been increasing? 

SAFI: Our numbers have never 
decreased. Now, with more supplies 
coming in, our numbers are increasing. 
Our strength in the Field is determined by 
the amount of supplies available. In my 
training camp I have over 8,000 now. 

The reason they are there is because we 
are having difficulty getting supplies to 
put them in the Field. 

SOF: In the past, mujahideen units 
were armed in a ratio of about 80/20 
— Lee Enfields to Kalashnikovs. What 
is your basic small arm today? 

SAFI: Most of the troops now have 
Kalashnikovs. Some still are with Lee 
Enfields, but sometimes that is because 
that is what they want. 

SOF: Do you have enough 107mm 
rockets? [Chinese-made 107mm 
rockets, first deployed in 1985, are the 
backbone of the Afghan artillery.] 

SAFI: You understand that I am not in 
a position to talk about arms stocks, but 
there are enough for our purposes. That 
is not to say that, compared with a 
superpower, we can say we have enough, 
but we can cope with it. Personally I am 
very happy. 

SOF: There are reports that the 
resistance will receive long-range 
mortars this year. True? 

SAFI: They are needed because in 
some places, like Soviet air bases or 
ammo depots, the perimeters go out quite 
some distance and, with the weapons we 
have, it is difficult to reach them. It is 
better to have a light, accurate, 
far-reaching weapon. 

SOF: How have the 20mm Oerlikon 
cannons supplied by the United States 
worked for the Afghans? 

SAFI: They are lovely, although they 
are not all that effective on aircraft. The 
sound and rate of Fire bother the pilots 
and you can use them very effectively 
against ground troops. But now the 
aircraft are out of range of the Oerlikons. 

SOF: We’ve heard reports that 
desertions have shriveled the Afghan 
army down to 20,000. 


SAFI: If I tell you they are even less 
than 20,000 you wouldn’t believe it, so 
let’s say it is 20,000. Even their trained 
officers, once they have their diploma 
and they are going to some unit, rally to 
the mujahideen. 



“The KGB . •. will strike, penetrate inside 
Pakistan and try to upset the people by 
exploding bombs in Peshawar or other 
towns. And they will strike against the 
mujahideen leaders. I am not surprised 
because that is in their nature. Because on 
the ground, the actual Fighting, they are 
inferior.” 

I don’t see any kind of success for the 
Soviet side. Even the Khalq and the 
Parcham [the Communist Party of 
Afghanistan is split into these two 
factions along linguistic and ethnic lines] 
are still fighting each other. The Soviets 
have not been able to stop that. When 
they go into a meeting, the Soviet 
officers take their Kalashnikovs because 
they don’t want them shooting each 
other. They are not capable of 
cooperation. 

The local people in the town support 
us now more than ever. You know, the 
people living under the rule of the 
communists in the big towns like Kabul 
and Jalalabad are much better mujahideen 
than us. It takes courage for them to 
support us and their support is critical for 
our success. 

SOF: We have heard that people are 
going back inside? 

SAFI: Nonsense. Going for what? 

SOF: To farm. 

SAFI: Oh, that’s different. I thought 
you meant for the reconciliation. Forget 
that. There are still over 100,000 
Russians in Afghanistan. There is still a 
communist regime. What has changed 
that they would go back? Why did they 
come out in the first place? 

Of course everybody wants to go to 
their homeland. But the country is 
destroyed. If you are an ordinary person, 

I mean a farmer, and you go back, the 
Soviet army will kill you. If you are an 
educated person, the KGB will kill you. 
So you can’t go there unless they 
withdraw those Soviet troops, unless the 
head of the communist government 
leaves. 

Continued on page 82 
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M9 bayonet mounted on an AR-15. 
Bayonets have their uses, but are they an 
anachronism on the 20th-century 


battlefield? 



and he referred me to a PAO back in 
Picatinney. I called him and he promised 
me the information within a week. A 
week later he referred me to another 
PAO at Fort Benning. The PAO at Ben- 
ning then referred me to a project officer 
at Benning. After more than a week of 
unretumed calls I finally reached the 
project officer. He was generally surly, 
evasive and only reluctantly cooperative 
in answering my questions. 

Regarding weight specifications, he 
said that the proposed bayonet was re¬ 
quired to do more than the M7, so they 
allowed it to weigh an arbitrary amount 
more. When I gave my opinion that 1.8 
pounds was excessive considering that 
the M7 bayonet with scabbard weighs 
only about a pound, he said it was not 
excessive because the M9 replaced the 
M7 bayonet, a field knife (the Army 
does not issue a field knife) and a wire 
cutter. 

i then questioned why they had re¬ 
quired the wire cutter capability. He said 
because they knew it could be done and 
there was a need for a wire cutter. I was 
tempted to ask him why they had not 
specified it also include a folding tooth¬ 


brush since they knew that could be done 
and there is a need for the soldier to 
brush his teeth, but I didn’t. 

When I made the observation that I 
found the M9 MPBS to be an awkward, 
inefficient and tactically unsound wire 
cutter, he said that it was never intended 
to be a tactical wire cutter. That would 
be done with explosives. He also said 
that the M9 MPBS was not intended to 
replace the normally issued wire cutters 
but only to be used when none were 
available, since every soldier was not 
issued a wire cutter. I neglected to point 
out that every soldier was not issued a 
bayonet either. Since we had now estab¬ 
lished that the M9 was not too heavy 
because it replaced the wire cutter, but 
that the wire cutter was not replaced by 
the M9, 1 moved on to the saw 

I mentioned that I found the saw to be 
nearly worthless at cutting wood, in 
spite of the original Army requirement 
that it do so. He said wood should be cut 
with the knife edge, and the saw was 
meant primarily for aluminum and 
Plexiglas. Since a soldier cutting his way 
out of a downed aircraft is a one-in-a- 
million happening versus his almost dai- 


DOES THE ARMY 
KNOW WHAT IT 
NEEDS? 


The new M9 Multipurpose Bayonet 
System fulfills the Army’s specifica¬ 
tions to the letter and can exceed most 
performance specifications by 100 per¬ 
cent or more. By adopting the M9 MPBS 
the Army got precisely what it wanted; 
I’m just not sure that what the Army 
wanted is what the Army needed. While 
Phrobis fulfilled Army specifications 
handily, I’m critical of some of the spec¬ 
ifications in the first place, such as the 
weight limit and the wire cutting and saw 
requirements. 

In an effort to get the Army’s side of 
the story on the original specifications, 
SOF asked me to try to track down how 
the Army arrived at them. One would 
think I was asking for plans for the 
Stealth bombei A call to Phrobis got me 
the name of the procurement officer at 
Picatinney Arsenal. I called him but he 
refused to fell me anything without 
going through a public affairs officer 
(PAO) in Washington, DC. I called him 
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I N February 1987 the U.S. Army began 
receiving its first deliveries of the new 
Phrobis Ill-designed M9 Multi-Purpose 
Bayonet System (MPBS). The idea for the 
M9 MPBS was bom when the powers-that- 
be in the Army finally realized that the 
bayonet is rarely used by combat soldiers as 
a weapon, but is used much more often as a 



tool. In fact, if bayonets were only used as 
weapons, most soldiers wouldn’t bother to 
carry them. The M9 MPBS is designed for 
mounting on the M16A1 and A2 rifles, but 
it’s intended to be far more than just a 
bayonet. 

The current-issue M7 bayonet, which the 
M9 will eventually replace for all close- 
combat type troops such as infantry, combat 
engineers and Rangers, is far from state-of- 
the-art as a knife or a bayonet. First, it rusts 
easily. Second, many M7s have been pro¬ 
duced with improper edge bevels combined 
with blades so hard that they can’t be sharp¬ 
ened conventionally. This gave them the 


Army’s New 


were a series of performance requirements. 
Most important were that the system must 
perform as a bayonet, field knife and wire 
cutter; it must be able to cut double twisted 
barbed wire, standard metal bands and ribbon- 
type barbed wire as well as stand up to a 
charge of 240 volts when cutting electrified 
wire; the saw back must be capable of cutting 
through light sheet metal and a .5-inch hemp 
rope, and saw through a 1-inch piece of hard¬ 
wood; and the blade must be readily sharpened 
with an attached sharpening system. 

Entries were submitted by six firms: three 
in the U.S. — Imperial, Phrobis and S- 
Tron; and foreign entries from Eichtiom of 
West Germany, Marto of Spain and Royal 
Ordnance of England. A total of 55 samples 
of each entry were field-tested by a mixed 


M9 Based on Suspect Specs 

Text & Photos by 
Charles Karwan 



ly need to cut wood when in the field, 
this emphasis on cutting aluminum made 
little sense to me. When I said the knife 
edge cut aluminum about as well as the 
saw, he said that didn’t surprise him. 

I tried to discuss what I felt were flaws 
in the nondevelopmental procurement 
program as it was being administered, 
like the lack of incentive to significantly 
beat specifications such as weight. 
When he accused me of just wanting to 
criticize the M9 bayonet “like everyone 
else,” I remembered why I had left the 
Army. 

It seems to me that the Army got a far 
better bayonet in the M9 MPBS than it 
deserved considering the shallow think¬ 
ing that went into its specifications. 
Troop acceptance has been excellent, 
and its field performance indicates that 
it's superior to the M7 bayonet in virtual¬ 
ly every performance criteria, though it 
is far heavier. Adopting the M9 in¬ 
creases every rifleman’s basic load 
about .8 pounds, even the guy who is 
issued the regular wire cutter. Whether 
or not the extra weight is justified re¬ 
mains to be seen, as is troop reaction 
when it comes time to go to war with it. 


reputation of being good “pig stickers” but 
poor field /utility knives. To make matters 
worse, a high percentage of M7 blades 
would break when subjected to the stress of 
a bayonet assault course. This was because 
of improperly heat-treated blades,.not be¬ 
cause of any inherent design fault. 

If all that were not enough to cause the 
Army to look for a new bayonet, many felt 
that the M7 was inferior to the Soviet AKM 
knife bayonet. The Soviet bayonet could be 
used as a bottle opener, a saw for light metal 
and wood and, when combined with its 
scabbard, a wire cutter. 

The Army did not want to spend the time 
or go to the expense of developing its own 
new bayonet. Instead, it drew up a series of 
specifications for a new bayonet and sub¬ 
mitted these to the cutlery industry. The 
Army could then test the samples submitted 
and select the one that best fulfilled its spec¬ 
ifications. 

Without listing all of the Army’s speci¬ 
fications, I’ll mention the key points. The 
blade could not be longer than 8 inches and 
it had to extend at least 4 inches past the 
muzzle of the rifle when fixed. It had to 
have a clipped point with the false edge 
sharpened and with its back serrated. The 
entire system was not to exceed 1.8 pounds. 
Materials had to be corrosion resistant, with 
a non-reflective finish. In addition, there 


group of infantry soldiers, including combat 
veterans, newbies, Rangers and parachut¬ 
ists, experienced and inexperienced. When 
the dust settled there was one clear and 
undisputed winner — Phrobis. 

The M9 had no performance test failures 
at all. Further, when testers were asked to 
rate the bayonets in different categories, 
they unanimously rated Phrobis first as a 
bayonet, field knife, combat knife and wire 
cutter as well as in overall preference. 

Phrobis’ bayonet was the second most 


FIELD TESTED 

Author Chuck Karwan’s opinions on 
the Anny’s new bayonet system come 
from years of experience as a combat 
soldier. After graduating from West 
Point, Chuck went on to attend Ranger 
School, Panama’s JOTC, airborne and 
jumpmaster training and the Special 
Forces Officer’s Course. He served in 
Vietnam with the 1st Cavalry Division, 
5th Infantry Division (Mechanized) and 
the 10th and 5th Special Forces groups. 

He’s published over 100 articles and 
is a monthly columnist for Gun World 
and Shooting Industry magazines. We 
welcome his first feature article for SOF. 
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expensive entry in the trials, so the lowest 
bidder was not picked. However, prior to 
the tests the Army procurement people had 
done a cost analysis of what the proposed 
bayonet should cost, and their estimate was 
nearly identical to the Phrobis bid. Thus, the 
Pentagon was able to procure the best 
bayonet in the trials even though it was far 
from the cheapest. 

The M9 is a handsome beast very remi¬ 
niscent of a Bowie knife with its clipped 
pointed blade. The top edge is not sharp¬ 
ened like a knife, but instead is sharpened 
like a shear or scissor so the top edge can be 
used as a wire cutter. The right side of the 
thick, hollow ground blade has a deep ful¬ 
ler, or “blood groove,’* to remove some 
weight. The result is a balance point right 
behind the guard which gives the bayonet 
lively handling characteristics when used as 
a knife. 

Both the handle and scabbard are made 
from super-tough Dupont Zytel 8018 in an 
olive drab color. The cross guard and latch 
assembly are made from more conventional 
carbon steels such as 4140, with a rust- 
resistant dull black finish. The blade and its 
screw on the tang extension are made from 
425 modified stainless steel. The blade is 
slightly over 7 inches long, 1.44 inches 
wide and .23 inches thick. It is blanked and 
drop forged to shape prior to grinding and 
polishing. The steel used for the blade is a 
relatively new one designed specifically for 
cutlery applications. Its major components 
besides the basic iron are .54 percent car¬ 
bon, 13.5 percent chromium, 1.0 percent 
molybdenum and .35 percent of both silicon 
and manganese. It is designed to be a fine 
grained steel of superior edge-holding char¬ 
acteristics. Phrobis has also gone to the 
trouble of using a zone hardening procedure 
that makes the edge harder than the tang and 
other areas of the blade. 

A prominent feature of the M9’s blade is 
the oblong hole 2 inches back from the 
point. This hole, when combined with a 


two circular cutouts that remove a bit of 
weight and can be used as a convenient 
bottle opener, an important feature to many 
soldiers. 

The sheath of the M9 has a number of 
unique features. Besides the stud and wire 
cutter plate that converts the system to a 
wire cutter, the sheath also has a screwdriv¬ 
er at its tip, a sharpening stone on its back 
covered by a web strap with a snap closure, 
and a quick-release Fastex buckle that 
allows the sheath to be separated from the 
Bianchi belt fastener that attaches the whole 
assembly to the soldier’s web gear. The 
bayonet is retained in its scabbard by two 
restraining straps as well as a spring reten¬ 
tion device. The scabbard also has an 
optional detachable nylon pouch that can 

M9 bayonet (top) and the M7 bayonet it’s 
replacing in Army combat units. 


ABOVE: M9 bayonet disassembled to its 
major components. Modular construction 
allows easy replacement of damaged parts, 
including the blade, without major 
overhaul. 


stud on the scabbard, converts the bayonet 
into a wire cutter. The back of the M9’s 
blade has a type of sawtoothed edge slightly 
under 3 inches long. It is primarily intended 
to make the bayonet capable of cutting light 
aluminum sheeting as used on the skin of 
most military aircraft. The teeth are located 
below the back of the blade and are angled 
forward. This is important both to prevent 
the teeth from hindering the penetration of 
the bayonet when it is used as a weapon and 
to prevent the sawteeth from acting as barbs 
when it is being extracted. I personally 
know of a case where a custom combat knife 
with high sawteeth angled to the rear on its 
back was used to dispatch an NVA. My 
friend who did the dispatching could only 
get the knife out of the victim after consider¬ 
able delay and difficulty. The sawteeth on 
the M9 should give no such problems. Be¬ 
hind the blade on the crossguard there are 
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grip is then deflected in a 1.25-inch arc from 
the vertical to both sides. This is done in 
sub-zero, hot and normal temperatures. The 
Army allows up to 3/16-inch permanent de¬ 
formation. The typical M9 bayonet not only 
handles this abuse easily with no deforma¬ 
tion but can also handily withstand more 
than 100 percent more deflection. Remem¬ 
ber we are talking about a stainless steel 
blade nearly .25-inch thick being bent in an 
arc over 2.5 inches at its butt without failure 
even at sub-zero temperatures. The blade of 
the M9 acts like a leaf spring under side 
pressure and has the added assistance of a 
very tough handle that has its own built-in 
give, to support the blade tang area. Sure, 
the M9 can be broken, but not easily. 

Another test calls for the M9 to be frozen 
to a specified extreme sub-zero temperature 
then dropped from a 4-foot height onto a 
concrete surface on its point, on its butt and 
horizontally. The net result was a slight burr 
on the still-sharp bayonet point with no 
other discernible effect. Many knives or 
bayonets would just shatter under this test. 

Other tests I witnessed included impact 
with a wood block-faced weight falling 18 
inches onto the point of the bayonet 
mounted on a portion of the Ml6 barrel, 25 
feet/pound torque applied to the bayonet 
blade while mounted on a portion of the 
M16 barrel, sharpness, latching mecha¬ 
nism, wire cutting, interchangeability of 
parts, serrated edge cutting aluminum 
sheet, and several others. 

A number of interesting facts caipe to 
light during the tests. I noticed when I re¬ 
ceived my two test bayonets for evaluation 
that the edges of both bayonets had been 
ground with a very coarse stone or abrasive. 
Phrobis found that to consistently pass the 
Army’s sharpness test, which dates back to 
a 1917 twine-cutting requirement that defies 
modem industry standards, the edge had to 
be relatively rough. Bayonets given a razor- 
like edge, as would be used on a hunting 
knife, would often fail the test. To quote 
Mickey Finn, “A razor won’t pass the 

One regular performance standard required 
a 25-foot/pound torque test while M9 is 
mounted. 


put your thumb on the back of the blade to 
increase pressure when cutting or slicing. It 
would have been simple to use a modified 
washer under the flash suppressor of the 
Ml6. The washer would need only a small 
extension downward with a rectangular hole 
in it. The top of the bayonet’s crossguard 
then would only need a matching rectangu¬ 
lar stud and the muzzle ring could be dis¬ 
pensed with altogether, making the bayonet 
a much handier knife. 

While researching this article, I was in¬ 
vited by the Phrobis company to visit their 
test facility and interview Mickey Finn, 
president and mastermind behind Phrobis 
III Ltd. and the M9 bayonet. After observ¬ 
ing and duplicating a number of the Army’s 
acceptance tests, .1 can say one thing for 
sure: This is one tough bayonet! 

One of the tests has the front 1.5 inches of 
the blade clamped in a vise-like fixture. The 


One of Army’s major specifications 
required the M9 to cut wire like its Soviet 
counterpart. However, it’s awkward, 
inefficient and tactically unsound as a wire 
cutter, requiring two hands to operate. And 
incidentally, watch your fingers! 

hold such things as a Swiss Army knife, 
Leatherman tool, a folding lock-back knife 
or other small items. 

Though the individual soldier is in¬ 
structed not to in the operator’s manual, the 
screwdriver on the sheath can be used to 
disassemble the bayonet. The M9 can be 
readily disassembled due to its rather unique 
modular construction. There is a tang exten¬ 
sion that screws onto the blade that extends 
back to the latch assembly. To disassemble 
the bayonet one needs only to remove the 
cap screw in the butt cap with the screwdriv¬ 
er on the sheath. The latch assembly and the 
handle can then be pulled off to the rear and 
the tang extension can be screwed off the 
blade, although this will normally require a 
wrench to loosen. Finally the crossguard 
can be lifted off. This clever construction 
allows damaged parts, including the blade, 
to be easily replaced within a few minutes. 
The juncture of the tang extension and the 
threaded portion of the blade’s tang is so 
strong that the blade or tang itself will break 
before the two will separate. 

Since the new M9 bayonet is supposed to 
have a primary role as a field knife, I was 
disappointed that Army specifications gave 
no consideration to a modified mounting 
system that would do away with the muzzle 
ring on the crossguard. Invariably the muz¬ 
zle mounting rings on bayonets are in the 
way when they are being used as a knife. 
This is particularly true when you need to 
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Array’s sharpness test, but a hacksaw 
will.” So when you’re issued an M9 
bayonet don’t blame Phrobis for the rough 
edge, blame the Army. In fairness to the 
Army, the coarse, almost sawtoothed wire 
edge that the bayonet comes with or has 
when it is sharpened with the stone on the 
back of the scabbard does cut most materials 
such as flesh, rope and soft wood rather 
well. Just don’t try to shave with it. 

To say that the M9 exceeds the Army’s 
requirements for the serrated or sawtoothed 
edge on the back of the bayonet is a gross 
understatement. The Army requires it must 


cut 18 inches of 2024 aluminum alloy sheet¬ 
ing .025 inches thick mounted in a test fix¬ 
ture in one hour. After that it must cut 
through .5-inch hemp rope using a sawing 
motion. The aluminum sheeting is designed 
to approximate the skin of a downed mili¬ 
tary aircraft. The M9 will rip through the 
required 18 inches of aluminum and like¬ 
wise through the hemp rope in about 10 
seconds with ease. 

However, I noticed that the normal knife 
edge side of the blade cuts through the alu¬ 
minum nearly as well and through the hemp 
rope even better, making the saw largely 


superfluous, especially since I found the 
saw to be poor at cutting military nylon rope 
and perfectly miserable at cutting wood. 
Finn said that he realized that the saw was 
inefficient on wood but he had limited 
choices in its design. Phrobis had previous¬ 
ly submitted several different very efficient 
sawtoothed patterns such as chisel tooth and 
double offset teeth patterns that cut wood 
extremely well, but the Army surgeon 
general disapproved them. Presumably this 
is because the surgeon general felt that the 
more aggressive-looking saw patterns 
might be considered cruel weapons that 
could be considered to cause unnecessary 




suffering under one of the international mil- 


M9 scabbard and its quick-release Fastex 
buckle that allows the scabbard body to be 
detached for use as a wire cutter. Bianchi 
belt fastener remains attached to the 
soldier’s pistol belt. 


00 WE NEED A 
BAYONET? 


Should a soldier carry a bayonet or 
not? Whenever a new rifle is adopted 
without the facility to mount a bayonet 
there is a clamor to add one. But once 
troops are given the bayonet to carry it’s 
either too heavy or should be a better 
field knife, machete, saw or even wire 
cutter. 

Originally there was no doubt about 
the need for a bayonet. In the days of 
single-shot weapons, a soldier needed 
his rifle or musket to be a lethal weapon 
even when it was empty. In those early 
days the bayonet was used to convert the 
shoulder arm to a type of pike to prevent 
being overrun by opposing cavalry. It 
later developed into a weapon of close 
assault. 

The invention of repeating arms 
quickly threw the bayonet’s worth as an 
offensive assault weapon into question 
This was apparent in the American Civil 
War but was never as obvious as in the 
battle of Plevna on 30 July 1877 when a 
great Russian army massed against 
Turkish defenses armed with 30,000 
newly acquired Winchester Ml866 re¬ 
peating rifles. When the Russian forces 
advanced with fixed bayonets for the 


final overwhelming bayonet assault, 
they encountered a withering hail of .44- 
caliber bullets. Divisions of 10,000 men 
were cut in half in minutes. Slow to learn 
and insensitive to casualties, the Rus¬ 
sians tried again, using the same tactics 
two months later with the same result. 
They lost 30,000 men in such useless 
bayonet assaults! 

Still the bayonet persisted and it saw 
use in World War f, often tragically in 
assaults against machine-gun equipped 
troops. The concept of the bayonet as an 
offensive assault weapon should have 
died on the fields of Flanders or Gallipo¬ 
li. Our own Corporal Alvin York single- 
handedly stopped a bayonet-charging 
German squad in WW1 with seven shots 
from his M1911 .45 ACP pistol, result¬ 
ing in seven downed Germans and firm¬ 
ly establishing the trained, pistol- 
equipped soldier’s superiority to several 
bayonet fighters. 

By WWlif only Japan still made com¬ 
mon use of bayonet assaults, finding out 
repeatedly that when it was tried against 
semiautomatic rifle-armed troops like 
U.S. forces, the usual result was that a 
lot of Japanese soldiers went to meet 
their ancestors. Still, on both sides the 
occasional successful bayonet assault 
persisted in perpetuating the myth of the 
"Code of the Bayonet.” 


Much is currently made by propo¬ 
nents about the British use of the bayonet 
in the Falkland Islands. It saw signifi¬ 
cant use, particularly in night fighting, 
on several occasions. Supposedly the 
British killed more enemy with the 
bayonet than with pistols and knives 
combined. No one seems to bother to 
mention the fact that the British issue 
practically no pistols or knives to con¬ 
ventional infantry. Likewise overlooked 
is that Gurkha troops who served in the 
Falklands beside their British cousins 
did not carry the bayonet, depending 
instead on their traditional kukris 
There are three combat uses for a 
bayonet: as an emergency weapon, as 
when a position is overrun; as a silent 
killing or close combat weapon, as on 
night patrols or raids; and as a tool, as 
when one clears a field of fire In addi¬ 
tion, the bayonet serves remarkably well 
in a non-combat role as a riot control 
weapon. Believe me, crowds are much 
less prone to push a troop formation with 
extended fixed bayonets ! The first three 
uses can also be accomplished by a good 
combat knife, and a good handgun 
makes a far superior emergency weapon 
in almost every case. The role as a riot 
control weapon for rifle-armed troops 
can only be accomplished with a 
bayonet. 
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itary conduct agreements. These agree¬ 
ments are the ones that outlaw expanding 
bulle.ts but allow napalm. Need I say more? 

One more interesting thing came to light 
during the wire cutting tests. The mili¬ 
tary-issue M9 cut wire better than the com¬ 
mercial M9 example which I had previously 
tested. The commercial M9 is sold under the 
Buck name. Presumably to limit their prod¬ 
uct liability, Buck has changed the wire 
cutter plate on the bayonet scabbard to in¬ 
clude a limit stud. This limit stud lessens the 
chance of an operator cutting himself by 
having his fingers between the bayonet and 
scabbard when cutting wire. Buck has also 
put a decal on the commercial M9 scabbard 
face that shows a hand with four cut-off 
fingers between the words “DANGER 



There is also the combat handgun to 
consider. The new M9 bayonet weighs 
the same as a Glock 17 9mm loaded with 
18 rounds. Which would you rather have 
in combat — an airweight S&W Chief 
Special plus a 13-ounce bayonet or just a 
1.8 pound bayonet? I know my choice^ 

It is possible to make a good lights 
weight combination field knife and 
bayonet, as evidenced by the current- 
issue Finnish bayonet, which weighs in 
at only 10 ounces with scabbard. It has a 
6.5-inch blade with nylon handle and is 
nearly indestructible. However, it isn’t 
designed to cut wire or aluminum sheet¬ 
ing, saw wood, open bottles, be a screw¬ 
driver or any of the other extra require¬ 
ments of the U.S. Army. It’s just a hell 
of a fine knife and weapon. 

My personal feeling is that it would 
have made more sense for the Army to 
adopt a lighter bayonet and scabbard and 
then issue a lightweight tool similar to 
the Leatherman as a wire cutter, which 
could even contain efficient wood saw 
and metal-cutting hacksaw blades. The 
tool could even be carried in a pouch on 
the bayonet scabbard and could also be 
issued to people such as machine gun¬ 
ners who are not issued a bayonet or wire 
cutters. Maybe the Marines will give 
such a system a try. 


AREA. ” Below this is a dashed line and the 
statement, “WARNING! When using wire 
cutter, keep fingers this side of dashed 
line.” Unfortunately, the decal is complete¬ 
ly covered by the pouch on the front of the 
scabbard. The net result of this change by 
Buck is that the limit stud does not allow the 
bayonet to shear off the wire as it would 
usually do. Instead it forces the bayonet to 
pinch through the wire against the stud it¬ 
self. In addition, the wire-cutting edge on 
the back of the bayonet impacts directly on 
the hardened stud, quickly dulling and 
damaging the cutting edge. While the com¬ 
mercial M9 obviously has some safety 
advantages over the military-issue version, 
it does cut down the efficiency of the system 
as a wire cutter. 

So that I could give SOF readers a thor¬ 
ough personal evaluation of the M9 MPBS, 
I subjected my test pair to many different 
tasks over a period of several months. First, 
I gave one M9 to my wife to use in the 
kitchen for slicing and chopping meat and 
vegetables and cutting through bone. It was 
exposed to water, salt, blood, acidic vegeta¬ 
ble juices and more. I found the M9 to be 
extremely rust resistant. Even the non¬ 
stainless metallic parts showed no sign of 
rust because of their highly rust-resistant 
finish. The blade proved to be too thick to be 
efficient at slicing, but it still worked 
reasonably well. I also performed a test with 
a couple of racks of pork ribs substituting 
for human ribs. I was a little skeptical about 
whether the M9’s single-edged thick blade 
would be effective against the bony parts of an 
enemy’s anatomy. I found that the M9 would 
penetrate the ribs quite easily. It would either 
slide off the bone and penetrate between the 
ribs or, with moderate effort, penetrate the ribs 
themselves. Because of its thicker and broader 
blade, the M9 made much more severe 
wounds than those of an M7. 

To test its utility as a field knife I used it 
for a wide variety of tasks, such as cutting 
brush as would be done to clear a field of 
fire, cutting poles for a litter or lean-to, 
sharpening stakes, etc. The results were 
mixed. First, the saw was virtually worth¬ 
less cutting wood. If you were going to cut 
just one hardwood pole with the saw, you 
had better pack a lunch. Using the edge side 
for chopping for the same task is better but 
not very good either. 

I enlisted the aid of a very experienced 
and field-wise sergeant major in Special 
Forces. I had him try to chop through a 2.5- 
to 3-inch thick hardwood pole with the M9. 
It took 3.5 minutes to get halfway through 
and by then he had a blister on his hand. In 
about the same time I was able to cut com¬ 
pletely through the pole with my Swiss 
Army pocketknife saw blade. It took me 
about four minutes to do the same thing 
using a much lighter and thinner Norwegian 
Army field knife with no blisters or discom¬ 
fort. It’s a shame that the M9 saw is not 
better at cutting wood because it would be 
useful. In Vietnam on recon patrols I would 
not let my troops do any chopping because 
the noise would carry too far. When we set 


up sleeping and fighting positions, all brush 
clearing was done by whittling or slicing 
with field knives or by sawing with small 
hand saws. 

I did find the M9 to have enough weight 
to chop through light brush and sharpen 
stakes, poles and pegs. My friend’s blister 
points out one thing I do not like about the 
M9 — its handle. While I like the rugged¬ 
ness of the material from which it’s con¬ 
structed, I do not like its shape or sharp 
edges. The handle is round in cross-section, 
according to Phrobis to allow for a great 
versatility of grips. In fact, a round handle 
offers a satisfactory grip in every position, 
but an excellent grip in none. Also it offers 
poor resistance to torque: I found that it 
would often twist painfully in my hand 
when chopping. For a tool like a knife, a 
handle oval in cross-section with a central 
swelling offers a satisfactory grip in every 
position and an excellent one in one or two 
primary-use positions. In my opinion even 
the shape of the M7 handle is far superior to 
that of the M9. The M9 handle is also check¬ 
ered and has circular and longitudinal 
grooves. While it offers a secure grip it also 
offers a lot of abrasive edges that can irritate 
the hand. 

State-of-the-art in knife handles are the rub¬ 
bery substances like Kraton and Hypalon. 
These offer significant advantages in shock 
absorption, security and comfort. The M9 
would be better if the handle could be made or 
coated with such a material. One last point on 
the handle: You are bound to hear someone 
criticize it because its round shape does not 
allow the soldier to know the orientation of the 
blade by feel in the dark. That’s nonsense, 
because the feel of the crossguard readily 
transmits blade orientation. 

During wire-cutting tests, I found that, 
although the M9 MPBS would cut wire, it 
has a number of drawbacks in that mode. 
First, it takes two hands, one on the scab¬ 
bard and one on the bayonet, to cut wire. 
When one is cutting loose commo, demo or 
barbed wire, the wire is usually held in one 
hand and cut with the wire cutter held in the 


M9 will rip through 18 inches of aluminum 
sheet in about 10 seconds — not a task 
combat troops face very often. 
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other. Using the M9 there is no free hand to 
hold the wire, so the system is awkward and 
inefficient at best. It also takes far more 
effort than cutting wire with one-handed 
plier-type cutters. In a tactical situation 
you’d probably have to put down your rifle 
to use it. Also it is extremely difficult and 
potentially dangerous to use in poor light if 
you leave a finger or two between the scab¬ 
bard and bayonet. 

It’s interesting to note here that the Soviet 
version is terribly difficult to use and it’s 
inefficient as well. If the M9 wire-cutting 
capability is viewed as an emergency fea¬ 
ture for use when there is no other wire 
cutter available, it makes some sense. 
However, if the thinking is that wire cutters 
will now no longer be needed, I believe the 
thinking’s faulty. I certainly recommend 
that the present issue of wire cutters to radio 
operators, signalmen, engineers and the like 
be maintained. Unfortunately, Army 
spokesmen are quick to point out that the 
M9 MPBS replaces two or three tools with 
one. Don’t you believe it. 

This also brings up another matter: M9 
MPBS’ weight. It weighs more than the M7 
and a good pair of lightweight wire cutters 
like the Leatherman tool. In fact, you could 
also toss in a Swiss Army Ranger utility 
knife and you would just equal the weight of 
the M9 MPBS. Frankly, I feel that it is far 
heavier than it needs to be. All the lighter 
entries into the trials had performance fail¬ 
ures, but none of them were designed by 


Phrobis. I would bet next month’s paycheck 
that Phrobis could have come up with a 
lighter bayonet system that could accom¬ 
plish all the requirements if there had been 
an incentive to do so. However, Army spec¬ 
ifications only required that they stay under 
1.8 pounds. Finn admits that he used every 
last bit of that weight to overengineer the 
M9’s performance capabilities by a full 100 
percent or more. He told me he came so 
close to the limit that, if the blade fuller or 
bottle opening relief cuts were not included, 
the M9 would be overweight. 


“Phrobis could have 
come up with a 
lighter bayonet ... 
if there had been an 
incentive to do so.” 


My test of the M9 revealed a number of 
other things. First, having a sharpening 
stone integral to the system is a great idea. 
The stone on the system worked satisfac¬ 
torily in spite of its small size. I found that 
the Fastex buckle which allows the scabbard 
to be quickly detached from the belt rattled 
too much for night or recon patrol use. This 


buckle was an Army requirement, so Phro¬ 
bis isn’t to blame. I expect patrol leaders 
will have the Fastex buckle thoroughly 
taped so it won’t rattle, which will also 
prevent detaching the scabbard for wire cut¬ 
ting duty. The entire assembly is held to the 
superb Bianchi belt fastener by only two 
hollow rivets. While I must admit that they 
seem adequate in strength when new, I 
strongly suspect that they will give trouble 
once the heads of the rivets receive some 
wear. To Phrobis’ credit, they intend to go 
to solid stainless steel rivets if they can get 
Army approval. 

I was curious to know how the strike of 
the bullet is affected by firing with the 
bayonet fixed. I was surprised to find that, 
on the particular AR-15 I tried, which was 
one of the older, light-barreled models, the 
strike of the bullet was a couple of inches 
higher at 50 yards with the bayonet fixed 
than without the bayonet. Regardless, it did 
not change the point of impact enough to 
cause a miss at assault ranges. 

Because of its sturdy construction, the 
M9 will also be very useful around the 
typical ammunition supply point. It can be 
slipped under bands and easily break them 
with a lever motion. It can pry open crates 
and in general serve as a sharpened pry bar. 

The contract awarded to Phrobis calls for 
delivery of 315,600 M9 MPBSs over a 
three-year period at a cost of $49.56 per 
copy. Actual manufacture is being con¬ 
ducted by Buck Knives Inc., one of this 
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country’s best cutlery manufacturers. As of 
July 1987 more than 45,000 M9s had been 
delivered. SOF readers should note that 
Buck will also be producing the M9 bayonet 
for commercial sale. 

The M9 MPBS is an impressive piece of 
equipment. It is tough beyond belief and a 
decidedly lethal'weapon as both a knife and 
a bayonet. It is handsome in its own right 
and should serve the soldier as a useful basic 
tool. Both Phrobis and Buck can be proud 
that they have done their best to give the 
American soldier the best bayonet in the 
world. 

M9 Update 

Since I finished this article on the M9 
MPBS I have several times encountered 
rumors to the effect that the Army had re¬ 
jected the first 45,000 M9 bayonets. The 
first time I heard the rumor I was almost sure 
it was false but when I heard it from widely 
separate sources it seemed that I should do 
some investigating. The fact is that the 
rumor is false. The M9 MPBS is produced 
in lots of 1,080 pieces. Eighty pieces are 
actually tested under Army quality control 
supervision right at the Phrobis facility. On 
successful completion of the tests, the Army 
representative signs for the entire lot. To 
date every lot has been accepted. Deliveries 
actually began in February 1987 with 
1,000, in March 5,000, in April 9,000, and 
10,000 every month afterward. From the 
standpoint of quality manufacture and meet¬ 


ing the Army’s desired performance, the 
M9 MPBS is without peer in the world of 
bayonets. * 


SHOT OUT OF LAOS 

Continued from page 67 
headed north. 

When I issued our first verbal report, the 
radio operator was incredulous: “You saw 
what? Where? The pilot was speaking what 
language?** 

To complicate matters, in the morning 
when Spider flew over asking for further 
details on our sighting, we learned that our 
map was missing a couple of mountains in 
this particular range, which made it more 
difficult to report where we were and where 
Ivan’s DZ was. 

By 0700 we were socked in again. We 
hadn’t heard the dogs in over 24 hours, so I 
sent Sau and Son out to find the tank trail while 
Shore and Tuan went out to find some water. 
During the night, my tooth had fallen apart, 
and I was in much pain. Because King was 
carrying a slide-action 40mm grenade launch¬ 
er, I kept him on the hill with me. 

Shore and Tuan observed some woodcut¬ 
ters hacking away on the large trees, cutting 
out one of their slash-and-bum fields that 
were so plentiful in the mountainous areas 


of Laos. They returned to the hill by noon. 

Son and Sau searched for several hours 
before spotting some trackers. Shortly after 
seeing them, Sau and Son heard the dogs 
and returned to the hilltop. 

Sau felt it was only a matter of time 
before the trackers pinpointed us and so he 
urged moving. Ten minutes later we were 
heading down the backside of the mountain. 
After descending about 1,000 feet, we 
moved west, back toward the direction we 
had come from. During our travels we 
crossed several trails that weren’t on the 
map but were heavily used. 

At last light, we found a series of huge 
boulders that were reminiscent of 
Stonehenge in Britain. There were limited 
entrances into this rocky area and no one 
could launch a mass assault against us if 
they pinpointed us. 

About midnight, ST Idaho was collec¬ 
tively shocked out of its sleep when we 
heard barks from what sounded like the 
largest dogs in the world. 

Before moving out of the RON at first 
light, Sau reinforced the eastern entrance to 
the stone area with mines and pepper. 

Spider was overhead early and I told him 
we wanted to be extracted ASAP. After 
getting a fix on our location — Sau climbed 
a tree and flashed a mirror at him — Spider 
pointed us toward an open area big enough 
for an extraction. 

He returned in 30 minutes with bad news: 
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Sizes: XS,S.M.L,XL $29 ' 95 ® a ' 

(regular and long lengths) 
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A - THE LITE—SITE target illumination & sighting system incorporates a highly modified 


Mag - Lite, a velcro mounted tape switch, and a quick on/off base & mount. $99.95 

B - This Cruiser Shroud is all steel. All hardware included. 19.95 

C - 7 or 8 shot Magazine Extension with long spring. 25.00 

D - Pistol Grip Forend for greater speed and controle . 28.00 

E - Pistol Grip (yes the gun is still legal with 1 8” barrel)., . . .. 15.95 


Send $2.00 for complete catalog to: L.L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, El Dorado, AR 71730 
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NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWOUN 


SURVIVAL WEAPON 

60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


SILENT 

NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE 

& 


IMMED. 

DEL. 


Selling for $50.00 
in Europe 
U.S. Price $24.98 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
you have to put 
i X together.^ 


POWERFUL 

DEALER 

INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Plastic*^ 
Broadhead Tips 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 


$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 



IDEAL 

GIFT 


Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This Is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 


| You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 
3 W Blowgun 
4W Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 

All Tor$24^98 

plus 125 free darts I 
plus carrying tube 


The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce V 2 " wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mail from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

Lucky St., Box 129F, Fayette, Mo. 65248 

VISA, M. C„ AM. EXP.6 C.O.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
J-800-248-5128or 1-800-227-1617 ext. 601 

Dealers buy 12 unite for only *165 plus postage 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 


FREE 60-page 
Catalog 
with order 


GERMAN MILITARY QUALITY EQUIPMENT 


TRADITIONAL GERMAN AIR FORCE FLIGHT JACKET made of 
heavy duty kid leather. Traditional Ger¬ 
man Luftwaffe greyblue color, signai- 
orange sateen lining. 4 pockets *F pencil 
holder + zipper pocket on left sleeve. Full 
length heavy duty front zipper,- knit collar, 
cuffs, and waist band. An elegant jacket 
of unlimited service life. Available in 
American sizes 34-50. With or without 
national emblems. ,$219. 

GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER JUMP BOOTS. The world’s 
best! Leather-lined ankle and leg-padding, supporting heel cap, 
completely waterproof. These are only few characteristics of these 
high-grade quality boots. Sizes 6-13._ .... . .$139. 



TRADITIONAL 

JL 



GERMAN JACKBOOTS. Well approved in 
WWi+WWII and still used by the West 
German Army. 14” high leg. Waterproof. 
Boots of German workmanship. Include foot 
outline with your order, please. Sizes 6-13. 
. . .$135. 


GERMAN FALLSCHIRMJAGER COMBAT 
PANTS. Heavy tearproof moleskin. 5 pckts, 
2 cargo pckts, Stonegrey-olive. Advise 
waist+height with your order. Sizes 3446 

(corresponding to waist measurements 32”42”), . $49. 

TRADITIONAL GERMAN MOUNTAIN TROOP M43 FIELD CAP. 
Grey cloth. With ear flaps and Edelweiss flower on the side. Sizes 
63 / 4 - 7 %. ,$ 35 . 

Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours. Refund, if items returned in original condition within 30 days. Payment: Money Order or Certified 
Check. Postage + insurance extra: Orders up to $50 + $12. — up to $99 + $18. — over $100 + 22. 

THEDEMA • P.O. BOX 95 • 8173 Bad Heilbrunn • West Germany 


Because the weather had finally broken, S-3 
at Phu Bai ordered him to insert another 
spike team before they extracted us. 

A few minutes later, we heard two mines 
explode at our RON site. It felt good to hurt 
Charlie with his own tactics. 

By 0900 we had located the LZ and se¬ 
cured it. As we heard the dogs again, I 
learned that another spike team had declared 
a Prairie Fire emergency after making con¬ 
tact with the NVA. They had casualties and 
needed an immediate extraction. Mean¬ 
while, the other ST was inserted. 

I sent Sau and Son back down our line of 
march to the LZ and had them set up some 
more mines. 

By 1100 hours the other team had been 
extracted and Spider was overhead, taking 
ground fire from north of the LZ. When the 
first Marine Corps’ UH-1B gunships ar¬ 
rived, I worked them north of our LZ. They 
each took several hits. When the A IE Sky- 
raiders made passes, they also took hits 
from small arms fire that sounded like AK- 
47 rounds. During the second A IE gun-run, 
Sau ignited the first claymore in the face of 
an NVA scout. Sau blew the second clay¬ 
more and returned to the LZ, reporting more 
NVA troops right behind him. 

King climbed a rock and pumped out six 
quick rounds of HE toward the area the 
NVA were in. Shore and I fired HE rounds 
from our sawed-off M79s. The 40mm bar¬ 
rage slowed the NVA troops long enough 
for the extraction ships to come into the LZ. 

And for our first time, slicks from the 
101st Airborne Division extracted us from 
our target. We were used to Kingbees and 
knew most of the pilots on a first-name 
basis. 

The 101st pilots were good, too. They 
came right in. Fortunately, Spider had 
alerted us about the slicks and I told Shore 
and King that they had to be the first people 
to approach the ships. I would not send any 
of our little people to the ships until they had 
alerted the doorgunners to the fact that five 
of our men were South Vietnamese. 

The extraction was quick. We took sever¬ 
al hits on the way out. As we pulled off the 
ground, the area north of the LZ lit up with 
dozens of flashes from AK-47s and SKSs. 
As the gunships laid down final suppression 
fire during our extraction, the windshield 
was blown out of one aircraft and the second 
chopper took more than a dozen hits. 

When we got back to FOB # 1, a major 
from S-3 chewed me out for panicking and 
asking for an extraction. I explained about 
Lane; I told him about the NVA that were 
closing in on us; the number of hits the 
gunships took on extraction; my broken, 
painful tooth; the fatigue of our team; the 
joy of being socked in for five days; and that 
we could have had at least one NVA POW 
had Mother Nature cooperated. 

He didn’t care. He gave me a new target 
for the next day. 

I went back to my room and picked up a 
newsmagazine with a picture on the front 
page about the latest anti-war protests 
stateside. 

Insane. 
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Whose side were they on? They didn't get 
to see Charlie like ST Idaho had. 

I went to the dentist, got my tooth pulled, 
drew new rations and PRC-25 batteries. 

The next day, ST Idaho got shot out of 
five LZs. ^ 

COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 27 

tween the thumb and forefinger at the 
serrations just in front of the hammer. 
(The shooter should now be aware of 
the shadow of the gun just below eye 
level as he focuses on the target) The 
next step is to push the pistol forward, 
rather than pulling the slide back, to 
chamber the round. After the round is 
chambered, the master hand will be 
forward of the weak hand with sights 
vertical at eye level. To assume the 
shooting position, simply move the 
weak hand forward and place it over 
the master hand 

Because the weapon is already at 
eye level, instinctive shooting is much 
easier to perform. This technique is 
effective and, to my knowledge, the 
Israelis only teach two-handed instinc¬ 
tive shooting. 

Obviously, this Israeli pistol training 
policy differs drastically from the vari¬ 
ous shooting techniques practiced in 
the United States. Though this insis¬ 
tence on a single system might seem 
overly rigid, there are two very favor¬ 
able consequences of it that have been 
borne out in practice. The first is com¬ 
monality of technique. This is impor¬ 
tant operationally because when 
Israelis from disparate services or back¬ 
grounds get together for a mission any¬ 
where in the world, they can rest 
assured that everyone has been 
trained in the same technique. The 
second is a complete trust in their sys¬ 
tem. The high success rate of Israeli 
military operations undoubtedly is due 
in no small part to their weapons han¬ 
dling techniques. 

In comparison, we gringos employ 
many different weapons and tech¬ 
niques in the military, FBI, local law 
enforcement agencies, IPSC and so 
on. With so much being so different it’s 
hard to present a common-front 
approach as the Israelis consistently 
do. The Israelis are convinced theirs is 
the only viable technique for them and 
they don’t shy away from exporting it. 

Now that I’ve discussed the Israeli 
pistol-shooting technique from their 
point of view, I will share some person¬ 
al observations about it and then pre¬ 
sent a modification which I think 
makes it even better. 

One of the technique’s weak points 
is that, after pushing the pistol forward 
and loading the first round, the hands 
FEBRUARY 88 
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AIRGUN COMBAT GAME EQUIPMENT 

We Will Not Be Undersold On Paint Pellets 

• Selection Of Marketing Guns • No Franchise or Royalty Fees 

• Washable Marking Pellets (4 Colors) • Bulk Rates 

• Complete Game Supplies • Prompt Professional Service 

• High Cash Profit j Lou Prices m All Orders Shipped UPS 


Dealer Info. Write: THE ULTIMATE GAME: 
P.O. Box 1856, Ormond Beach, Florida 32075 
P.S. Call Us At: 904/677-4358 or 904/677-4363 
Call Toll Free • 1-800-USA GAME or 1-800-872-4263 





WIN THE WAR AGAINST COLD WEATHER 
WITH A WOOLLY PULLY® 

The Official Sweater of the US Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines & Coast Guard 


There is only one official WOOLLY PULLY and Brigade offers the widest selection in America. This 100% 
pure Virgin Wool British import combat veteran has been taking the zap out of cold weather worldwide for 
50 years. Plus it has reinforcing cotton/polyester twill shoulder patches, elongated elbow forearm 
patches and no sag, drag, stretch or droop 
5i3»jj wrists and waistband. Guaranteed to please \ 

JSm HBn in either crew or V-neck styles. \ 
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resistant Timex movement tested to 80'. Military 
12/24 dial, and unbreakable mainspring guaran¬ 
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BRASS BULLET 
PEN BY 

HECKLER & KOCH 


From one of West Germany’s most famous gun makers comes this truly unique 51/2" long 
pen that uses a standard refill and produces one of the boldest, hiqhest quality ink strokes 
you’ll ever see. rTL.TT. " 

P 3 i 707 $ 17.95 I FREE IF YOU RE SERIOU! 

GERMAN MILITARY BOOT KNIFE ■ | | hi-tech, hi-tac catalog cc 
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hand detail. Stainless steel blade has false edge I use your visa, mc, 

and is sandblasted to non-reflective finish. Dura- I' ^ amex or send’chec 

ble, non-slip micarta handle. Each knife comes in ■ , 0 R ordf E r by^hone 

a lightly ciled harness leather sheath with boot clip, i M aha/ 
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NAME_ 

ADDRESS 


1 Brigade_ 

Quartermasters 

ACTION 3EA3 

1085 Cot* l«o™rc«i Bfvd 
ftmes*v,GA30144 404 488-1848 


M01435 


MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 79 
















I 


VMMWV. .. “ ' ; v 

TELE - SENTRY PHONE 

DETECTS 

AMD DEFEATS WIRETAPS 

• MICROPROCESSORTELEPHONE 

• ON AND OFF HOOK DETECTION 

• 10 MEMORY WITH REDIAL 
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CALL 1-800-624-2232 EXT. 22 
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STEINER 

MILITARY-MARINE 

BINOCULARS 

Battlefield 
Tough 


PENETRATING IIGHTPOWER 


Steiner-Germany, the No. 1 Military 
binocular for more than 40 nations. The 
toughest, the brightest. From Israeli Com¬ 
mandoes to Special Forces to Navy Seals. 
When you put it on the line, demand the 
best. Get yourself a Steiner Binocular. 
Steiner. The right gear for the right man. 

The new Steiner 
7 x 50 Commander 
RS 2000 with built 
in compass and 
rangefinder. 



STEINER 



Pioneer Marketing & Research 

216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 
(609} 854-2424 • (800) 257-7742 
In Canada: Steiner Optik Canada, Inc., 500 Ouellette Ave., 
Windsor, Ont., N9A1B3, (519) 258-7263 


are a considerable distance apart, with 
the strong hand outstretched and the 
weak hand near the chest. This weak 
hand, then, has to play “catch up” in 
order to form the two-handed grip be¬ 
fore shooting. Because of this, a loose 
weak-hand grip usually results, hinder¬ 
ing the shooter’s ability to control recoil 
and muzzle jump. 

Another drawback is that the shoot¬ 
er can’t adequately address close- 
range targets (arm’s length or closer) 
because before you can shoot, the 
weapon must be brought almost to eye 
level to chamber a round, and both 
arms must be extended to form the 
two-handed grip. 

So I figured out what I think is a 
better way to execute this technique 
and overcome these drawbacks. 
Here’s how: 

Instead of loading at eye level, I find 
it easier to load at waist level. To do 
this, immediately after drawing the pis¬ 
tol rotate it 90 degrees so that the slide 
is facing inward. With your forearms 
parallel to the ground and the pistol at 
waist level, grasp the slide between 
thumb and forefinger of the weak hand 
and push the pistol forward with the 
master hand as in the above scenario, 
thereby chambering a round. (Do not 
try to “help” the slide forward with the 
weak hand! It’s very important to re¬ 
lease the slide completely after it has 
traveled to its rearmost position, allow¬ 
ing the return spring to pull the slide 
forward under its own power and 
chamber a round properly.) 

If the target is close, the shooter 
merely swings the elbow of his master 
arm down to his hip and assumes a 
perfect hip shooting position. If the 
target is farther away he can assume 
his two-handed hold. This loading 
technique has an added advantage in 
that it is easier to shoot from the Weav¬ 
er stance since the weak hand can find 
its proper position before the weapon 
is brought up to eye level. This ensures 
a stronger, more stable grip which re¬ 
duces felt recoil and muzzle climb. 

All in all, the no-round-in-the- 
chamber option is the safest method of 
carrying an auto loader, and in many 
ways it is a wise alternative technique 
for military personnel. For while com¬ 
petitive shooters can fire many 
thousands of rounds and gain com¬ 
plete familiarity with their weapon, sol¬ 
diers only have limited ammunition 
and therefore require a technique such 
as this that is safer, even if it does sacri¬ 
fice a few tenths of a second in speed. 
And even though the Israeli system is 
somewhat slower, you’ll be surprised 
at the speed you can attain after a little 
practice. 

Though I don’t use this technique 
because thousands of rounds of in¬ 
grained habit prevent my so doing, I 
could use it if I had to and I can definite¬ 


ly teach it if required. I’m convinced 
that all pistol shooters should at least 
be aware of this Israeli technique and 
familiarize themselves with it. 

And the technique works. It worked 
for Saul and hundreds of others caught 
in what might otherwise have been a 
no-win — and deadly — situation. 


SALVO FTX 

Continued from page 59 

By midnight all the teams had slipped 
into our position, being very careful not 
to disturb our friend above us. All radio 
traffic was sent in shackle code and we 
changed it every six hours. With no 
aggressive activity from the Gs we felt 
fairly safe in giving the teams our 
location and telling them about our 
friend. 

We had collected a huge amount of 
information on this area and were sure we 
had found a large G camp that had not 
been detected before. We still had not been 
able to reach Dopango, so they knew 
nothing about what was going on or the fix 
we were in. 

We reached our extraction point about 
0500 with no problems. The sergeant 
major made it OK but was hurting pretty 
bad by the time we got there. After 
checking out the area we settled down to 
wait for our ride. At 0600 we came up 
on the air and tried to contact the base 
again. No luck. We then went to the 
chopper frequency and waited. By 0800 
we were starting to get real worried. By 
0900 we had decided it was time to try 
something new. 

The base has an emergency frequency 
that is supposed to be monitored 24 hours 
a day and we all agreed that this was an 
emergency. We put the frequency on the 
radio and after about six tries we got an 
answer. The commo man at the base was 
very leery of our transmission and 
wanted confirmation. Our call sign was 
not on his list of units out. We were told 
to go to another frequency. This was 
done and when we called them they 
answered right back. 

We asked them where our ride was 
and what was going on. He wanted to 
know our position and he would get 
someone there to pick us up. By 1000 
hours the area was alive with people and 
still no choppers in sight. We had 
decided to wait 30 more minutes and 
then get back the best way we could on 
our own. At 1015 we saw a lone chopper 
heading our way. We came up on the air 
and sure enough it was for us. But why 
only one? We told the pilot we were two 
o’clock from him about 500 yards out 
and asked whether he could see our 
panel. He came back and said that was a 
roger and for us to pop smoke. 

I really didn’t want to pop smoke. 
Hadn’t they told him this could be a hot 
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LZ? About a hundred yards out we 
popped yellow smoke. He came back 
saying he had seen yellow. We 
confirmed and he came in. By this time 
everyone in the area had seen the 
chopper coming in and the yellow 
smoke. We could see several people 
moving to the tree lines. As the first 
team was loading I jumped in and got the 
surprise of my life. The pilot and copilot 
were Americans. 

The pilot was one of the American 
chopper instructors and the other was 
Max Gomez, a retired CIA man who 
worked with the Salvo air force. Their 
big grins soon turned to big worry when 
I told them they’d landed right in the 
middle of a shit house full of Gs. I asked 
them where the rest of the choppers were 
and they said this was it. I bailed out of 
the bird and they were off. 

We pulled our perimeter closer around 
us and sat down to wait. Coming toward 
us on two sides of the clearing were 
armed Gs, but they were being cautious. 
In about 15 minutes we saw the chopper 
coming back. This time it came in low 
and fast. Our next team was ready and as 
soon as the chopper hit the ground they 
were on it, along with me. The sergeant 
major had insisted I go out with this lift. 
He did not want a gringo with the final 
group if they were captured. 

The Gs were hiding from the chopper 
and had not opened fire. Why? We had 
one more load on the ground and it 
didn’t look good. When we reached the 
base the chopper didn’t even put down. 
We jumped out from about five feet and 
he was off. We hooked up with the first 
load and waited for the last lift. In about 
15 minutes we could see the lone 
chopper coming in. They had made it. 

A lot of questions had to be answered 
by someone and I was in no mood for 
niceties. When the last load was off the 
chopper, we counted noses and I told the 
sergeant to take the men to the debriefing 
room. I guess I did not have a happy 
face when I started into the operations 
room and was stopped by the MILGP 
commanding officer (CO). He told me to 
report to his office, now. 

As the sergeant major and I dumped 
our gear on the floor and got cups of 
coffee the CO told us what had 
happened. We had gone out on an FTX 
in what was thought to be a stable area 
and the air force did not know we were 
in trouble. They were aware that we were 
to be picked up this morning, but all the 
Salvo pilots were busy with other things 
and they had no one to come get us. It 
was only an FTX and we were way down 
on the list of things to do that day. 

When the airborne had called over to 
flight operations they didn’t tell them we 
might be in trouble. The only reason we 
got the chopper we did was because the 
instructor happened to be in the room 
when the call came. Since there was no 
one else to pick us up, he volunteered. 


Max had offered to ride along. 

When I settled down the CO asked me 
what was going on. I gave him a brief 
account of what we had found. He got on 
the phone to the base commander and 
asked him whether he would like to sit in 
on a debriefing from a unit that had just 
come in. By the time the debriefing 
started the room was packed with brass. 

The young Salvo sergeant gave the 
debriefing and did a fine job. Later I 
talked to the CO of the Airborne 
Battalion about our commo problems and 
was told the commo center had been 
given the wrong frequency for our FTX 
and he had not been told of our failure to 
contact the base. I told him part of it was 
my fault for not going by the commo 
center and making sure they had the 
shackle codes and frequency we were to 
use. He congratulated us on a job well 
done and asked me to file a full report 
with him with suggestions on how not to 
let something like this happen again. 

Acting on the information we gave 
them, the Airborne Battalion launched an 
attack on the area the next week. They 
found a G hospital with large amounts of 
medical supplies and a large supply 
dump. There was also a printing shop 
and passports of Europeans from half a 
dozen countries, all from the communist 
bloc. Not bad for something that started 
out as an FTX. 

We finished up the training cycle the 
next week and saw with satisfaction the 
first FAC teams go operational in El 
Salvador. 

We took the sergeant major over and 
had his foot X-rayed and there was 
nothing broken, just a bad sprain. As we 
sat in the “O” club that night, the 
American pilot came in and had a drink 
with us. Several drinks, in fact. We all 
knew today had been a close one. ^ 


GENERAL SAFI 

Continued from page 69 

SOF: I have heard of people going 
back into areas the mujahideen 
control. 

SAFI: Of course, a lot of the country 
is in the hands of the mujahideen. I can 
show anyone that we control much of the 
country. But not the big cities in the 
daylight. 

But now, because the threat of Soviet 
air superiority has decreased, we are 
using the crafts, agriculture. 

SOF: That should cut down the 
problems you have feeding troops 
operating inside. 

SAFI: Of course, of course. 

SOF: Was there any change in 
Soviet tactics this year? 

SAFI: As a military professional, I 
really don’t understand. The activity of 
their Spetsnaz decreased. The aircraft 
flights decreased. They didn’t make the 
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effort to establish posts to cut our supply 
lines this year. I really don’t understand 
them, so I don’t know how to give you a 
proper answer. 

What will happen in the future I can’t 
tell you. But this year they were not very 
aggressive. 

SOF: Has the new Soviet puppet 
ruler in Kabul had any impact on the 
situation? 

SAFI: Najib? His reputation is much 
worse than Babrak Karmal’s [the Afghan 
ruler removed in 1986]. He was, after 
all, in charge of the KHAD [Afghan 
secret police] and killed a lot of innocent 
people. He is only in power because of 
the pressure of jihad. These poor guys 
are nothing. They are just the pieces of 
chess playing. They come and go. 

When they are alive, when they are in 
power, they are the Russians’ tavarishch 
[comrade], their friend, their brother. 
When they are taken out of power, they 
are killed as agents of the CIA. That is 
the easy way. 

SOF: Is Karmal alive? 

SAFI: There is some doubt. Some of 
the intelligence we have received 
indicates he may be in Russia, other 
reports say he has been shot. 

SOF: The creation of the seven-party 
resistance alliance was hailed as a 
major step forward in 1984. Is it 
working out? 

SAFI: They are getting closer to 
making a constitution for the alliance. It 
is good if we can do that. 

SOF: Is there a chance the 
fundamentalists, moderates and 
monarchists will actually produce one 
government document they can all 
agree to? 

SAFI: This is the choice of the people. 
We are fighting for the people of 
Afghanistan and we want to have a 
government which is the choice of the 
people. But not extremes. There is no 
place in Afghanistan for extremes. 

SOF: Has Salwar Nouristani [an 
important regional chieftain in 
northeastern Afghanistan allied with 
the Kabul regime] made the 
reconciliation program more successful 
in his area? 

SAFI: From the beginning he was a 
communist agent. He tried to distribute 
weapons to some unaligned tribes to win 
them over, but last year in June two of 
our NIFA commanders stole his 
weapons, more than 400 Kalashnikovs. 

So far he is not having success. He was 
trying to close the Chitral route in the 
north but has not been able to do so. 

SOF: Are all your supply routes 
open now? 

SAFI: Everywhere. You can go from 
the border to the end of the north by 
vehicle. 

SOF: How much of Kandahar is 
under the control of the old man now? 

SAFI: You mean Haji Latif, the Lion 
of Kandahar? He has all the city day and 
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night. This is the only big city that is 
open day and night for the mujahideen. 

SOF: He’s what now, 76? 

SAFI: Yes, he’s an old, good man. 
You know, it is funny how war changes 
reputations. In the old days, before the 
war, I did not like this man. [Latif 
commanded a heavily armed band of 
raiders that controlled the caravan routes 
— and all criminal activity in south central 
Afghanistan.] But when the communists 
came he put aside his previous activities 
and became a very effective commander. 

SOF: After eight years of hard 
fighting, how is the morale of the 
mujahideen holding up? 

SAFI: I think once you have no choice, 
no alternative, morale will be high. And 
when you are fighting for the right purpose, 
your morale will always be high. 

SOF: Even though you have lost a 
lot of good commanders and one 
million killed? 

SAFI: The thing is, the old die but the 
young grow up and join the mujahideen. 
The commanders? Believe me, it is really 
funny. Yesterday’s schoolboy is today a 
general in the Pamir on the Sulaiman 
Mountains. Sometimes you have trouble 
understanding: Only the day before he 
was a young boy, today he commands a 
thousand mujahideen better than I could, 
better than any of us could. Instant 
generals. But some of those young boys 
have been fighting for eight years. 

I am the professional, educated in 
Afghanistan, the founder of the 
commando forces and the founder of the 
mountain troops; educated in the Soviet 
Union, Spetsnaz; educated in England; 
educated in the United States, Special 
Forces, and believe me they are much 
better than me. It is magic I don’t 
understand. Combat is a good teacher. 

SOF: When the minister of 
information threatened in 1984 that 
any Western journalists captured 
inside would be put on trial as spies 
and executed, it had a chilling effect on 
coverage of the war. Have the 
journalists started going back in? 

SAFI: This is funny. They said if they 
caught the journalists, they would kill 
them. To do that they have to kill us 
first. The country is 80 percent open. We 
are walking freely. They can’t move 
outside their bases. 

It [getting killed] might happen, it is 
war. There might be a sudden attack, an 
artillery shell that could kill you. But to 
capture you alive? Out of the question. 
But if you go by yourself or with the 
government, those journalists we don’t 
care about. Some of the Westerners you 
can’t believe. They come from a 
democratic world and some of them are 
communists or socialists and what they 
do or what happens to them is their 
business. 

SOF: There have been reports of 
serious trouble in Pakistan between the 
Pakistanis and the Afghans. Why? 
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SAFI: That is a very good, fine 
question. In your own family, if your 
brother comes to your house and stays 
for one week, then you might become 
bored and say, “For God’s sake, leave 
my house.” That is part of the problem. 
Pakistan itself is poor and overpopulated 
but with a very big heart. We have the 
help of the Pakistani people and the 
Pakistani government and sincerely we 
are grateful to them. But remember one 
thing: It might be that the Russians are 
bad in technology, but they are very 
good in their KGB, their secret police 
and their spies. You can see in Europe 
their activity. There must be some KGB 
involvement in the trouble in Pakistan. 

SOF: Who is responsible for the 
bombing incidents that have occurred 
in Peshawar? 

SAFI: The KGB. They will strike, 
penetrate inside Pakistan and try to upset 
the people by exploding bombs in 
Peshawar or other towns. And they will 
strike against the mujahideen leaders. I 
am not surprised because that is in their 
nature. Because on the ground, the actual 
fighting, they are inferior. 

SOF: How goes the war in the west? 

SAFI: Very good. Everywhere it goes 
well. There is no difference in our 
weapons now, and that has made the 
difference. Before we were better armed 
in the south and east. Now it is the same 
everywhere. 

SOF: What needs and goals do you 
have for 1988? 

SAFI: One: Active air defense 
systems. Two: Effective ways to cross 
the Soviet mine fields. Three: Long-range 
radios for communications. Four: 
Long-range, portable heavy weapons to 
hit their hearts in difficult places. 

SOF: Could a major city like Khost 
or Jalalabad fall to the mujahideen in 
the near future? 

SAFI: It all depends. They are human, 
we are human. If you take away their 
superiority, then we can do the job. I am 
positive. I was not positive in 1986. This 
year I am. 

Even now the Russians cannot fly into 
Jalalabad. Did you hear in Khost there 
were two or three aircraft full of officers 
that were shot down recently? 

SOF: Is there a chance you could 
run them short of food and 
ammunition this winter? 

SAFI: They are short now in many 
places. 

You know what we are doing now? I 
give you an example from Kunar. In 
Kunar there are three main bases. All 
seven parties of the mujahideen have told 
the commanders there to make a plan for 
sequential attacks. Today NIFA 
attacks, tomorrow Jamiat attacks, the 
third day Hezb-i-Islami attacks, the 
fourth day Harakat. All seven parties, 
every day attacks to keep on continuous 
pressure. They are already crying in 
many places. 
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List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only S5.00 
FREE BINOCULARS Coupon SURPLUS, DEPT. B-262 

■ „■ BOX 9Q04fl. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20068 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


FEBRUARY 
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^ MCLU&E6 

OVFH dA 
SURVIVAL ITEMS 

[f Enlc-tmiy -^wl tladtttt 
1 Cm (Jass 

Lhri'iTI 

* Fta ^ Kli 

fr^i' S\i‘ 
hrfw^&iU 
'.'•TdUHrPiinlPADIfc: 
r Harasi-jm U^iln bar 


& plus S3 f>j KhfHLig ant mmUHi 

AfcWl K Wttfcs A-M9i- 
TO QHIlCH SEND CHECK OR WMVCfffn ID 


I NEW 6 FT. “4 IN 1” TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 

New 1988 Survival— ^unling "CommandQ"'“Models\, 

iCamoudage or Slack NiNj* t 1 V i KUM / .- T^tiTTl^l;^ JS? ,| gL. 

if) models add S3.00 eacft (jun\ ' 


VISA, MiC., AMX {C OJD ^a^} TOl 
24-HRS. 1-800-222 3119 j^ F or 

Blowgun World, Inc., Box 25183-S Salt lake Clti 


SUCCESSORS 

TO 

NUMRICH 

ARMS PARTS 
DIVISION 


CREDIT CARD PHONE'ORDERS 
CALL(S 13)697-8900 


COLOR CATALOG 


RAND NEW CATALOG • BRAND .NEW CATALOG 


THE GUN PARTS CORPORATION 

BOX SOF-2. WEST HURLEY. NEW YORK 12491 


Tar An fctfiicmloii Th-il WuiL' 


GENUINE Gl 
JUNGLE BOOT 


SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W 
tm. some Vz sizes 


ACCURATE 

100% MADE IN U.S.A, 

RELIABLE 


Call or write for free brochure. 
Feather Industries, Inc. 

2300 Central Ave., #K, Dept. SOF 

Boulder, CO 80301 

(303) 442-7021 _ 


MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD s accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
Government surplus including camouflague 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346-S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS.. INSURED. 


Black Falcon 

K. BOMBER JACKET 


• LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 


* DETECTIVE 
ASSOCIATION 


• CASSETTE 
TAPES a 


WORLD’S 

LARGEST 


• LEARN A 
EARN 
AT HOME 


• AUOIO/VISUAL ^ 

PROGRAMS , ELECTRONIC ^ • 

NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Men - Women • Learn from the experts. Train at homefor an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 

The BEST training available al the BEST RBI 

price. Prove it to yourself by investigating Imh T M 
before you invest. Send NOW for full (acts. 


Thc Black Falcon™ 

BILLYVHIP <)ri«in«i 

S (tcrman 

ALL BLACK LEATHER Dcsitfn 

£'* \ • SOLID LEATHER CORE - ALL HAND-PLAITED, 
JSt* \ THICK TOP-GRAIN LEATHER w/ Permanent 
dS V THICK TIP THE CLASSIC BLACK WHIP 
\ .-JL • LEATHER COVERED DOUBLE-BALL 

ilEKV^ffe> handle w/hand swagger-strap 

WA \ SURVIVAL* TARGET USE 

iA\\ \ vW 10 R - $119 - 95 

rl > ,\A E Color 12 Ft. SI39.95 

BLACK LEATHER BELT CARRIER $0.95 
WHIP-HANDLING Instructions Included 
Add 5% Shipping & Ins. in U.S.A. Foreign Add 20% 

• TIP MOVES AT OVER 1400 F.P.S- 
CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS 
CALL (512) 697-0900 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. Box 100724 DepL SOF-2 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201/85 


As Successors to NUMRICH PARTS DIVISION, 
we are now the World’s Largest Supplier of Gun 

_ Parts! We will con- 

RTp'pgl tinue in NUMRICH 
f J C \ Tradition In offering 

the New Updated 
Edition Catalog — 
___ lists and prices of 

the 250 Million Machine Gun, 
Military, Commercial, Antique, Gun Parts we stock. 
SURFACE FOREIGN-$8.95 
AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE 


EDITION 

CATALOG 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 


Rush FREE (acts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Private 
Investigator No obligation. No salesman will call. 


4 TO 6^ 

WEEK 

DELIVERY 


U.S. send 


NOT A TOY - THE REAL THING 
MADE IN U.S.A. 


ADDRES! 


STATE 
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PAINT BALL GUNS 

“Nations Largest Selection” 

Pistols • Machine Guns • Rifles 
Ammo • Accessories 


JEFF COOPER'S 



Retail • Wholesale • Mail Order • Export 

Command Post.Inc. 

P.O. Box 1500 - Crestview, FL 32536 
904-682-2492 

Send $3.00 for Catalog 


AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 


k 


••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE "THE FIRST WITH THE MOST" 


hk 


For more Information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 
PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMFTH IN LESS THAN r. 

SIX MONTHS vli> c 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA ^ 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• HELOAOING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS—CHARTS—EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

Send for FREE facts or Call 602-990-8346 


Please RUSH FREE facts on how I can become a 
professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
way No Obligation. No salesman will call 

NAME __AGE - 

ADDRESS_: 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP 

MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dopt. GCK28 
2538 N. BTH ST.. • Box 5338 • PHOENIX AZ 85010 


THE 

APPLEGATE- 

FAIRBAIRN 

, s ,.0f ♦ THE ONLY 

..'- FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED 
JT' ON THE BASIS OF 

ACTUAL COMBAT EXPERIENCE. 
A pure fighting knife with custom made, double 
edged blade of 154 cm stainless steel. 

In use by fighting men worldwide, the direct 
successor to the Falrbairn-Sykes commando 
knife of World War II fame. 

FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 
WELLS CREEK KNIFE & GUN WORKS 
32956 STATE HWY. 38'SCOTTSBURG. OR 97473 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The “HOUND DOG" is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the tutu re, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den, can escape detection by the “HOUND DOG" 

The “HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency 
The “HOUND DOG ' is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping Ihe 
probe past wails, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter feadmg will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962 Bach one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 


SIZE. 1,6 x 2.4 x8.2 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 


__ Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many times rrore powerful than other transmitters. 

;r ^ \ Transmits up to V* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 

Assemble KK - up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 


$19.95 


Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to US! Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items 
enclose $2.00 to US! Corp. 




$22.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

COOKBOOK 

by William Powell 


The original, once restricted, now available. 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. ‘Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;’’ NBC News states, S33.00 


ARMALITE AR-180 


$6.50 



$11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
v MANUAL 

3 VO. II 

written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 uqs. 300 phnmi & drawing 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD.. N. HDLLYWDQD. CA 91601 • ATTN. LORI 
(818) 763-0004 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject lo ■ • Catalog %2 DO • Orders paid with money order 

or credit card sent TT r«--iately. personal check orders held 4 weeks 




BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it comes to guns. 

Your love of guns and shooting can be the first step toward 
an exciting career. Be a sales counselor for a gun shop, 
sporting goods store, discount 
house. Manage shooting club 
or range. Or start your own 
business—sell or repair guns. 


BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT We 

show you how to buy and sell 
guns...customize, repair and 
accurize them...fit and finish 
— stocks. Leam all about ballistics... 
black powder...how to import 
guns. 

Graduation from this course does not insure that you will get a 
job. To find out how our graduates have done, send for results 
of survey showing employment success of our graduates. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms License 

Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you are still a 
student at North American. Start making extra cash almost 
immediately—order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no 
investment. 


I lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won't believe their eyes when 
they see how your shooting improves. A 
simple, easy-to-understand chart included 
in your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 

MAIL COUPON TODAY1 



a A Subsidiary of National Education Corporation 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 • Phone (303) 449-3750 


T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! • T-SHIRTS! 


Back 


Front 



#1025 

Lucy’s Tiger Den 
White $12.95 


#1018 
Seal Team 




#1012 


Contra-Banned 
Red $9.95 


Silver $9.95 

#1011 
Grenada 
Silver $9.95 




#1024 

Anytime Khadaffi 
Lt. Blue $10.95 


#1004 
Pale Horse 
White $9.95 


(p0F 


#1015 


Front 


World Tour 
Navy, Long Sleeve 
$14.95 


#1002 

Peace 

White $9.95 





Back 




A 

#1021 

1 

Delta 

i 

DELTA FORCE 

Lt. Blue $9.95 

Front 


LEB ANON 

Help A Syrian Meet Allah 


k4 Hey, we just 
rfSf stepped in some 
«er' Shiite!” 


#1008 


Back 


Visit Lebanon 
Tan $9.95 


#1014 
SOF Helo 
Green $9.95 




#1009 
SOF HK 
Black $9.95 




SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 


#1001 
SOF Logo 
Black $9.95 


#1005 
Special Forces 
Black $9.95 


SPECIAL FORCES 



LIVING BY CHANCE 
LOVING BY CHOICE 
KILLING BY PROFESSION 



Back 



#1013 
CA.T.T. 
Navy $9.95 


#1006 

Marines 



PARTICIPANT 



#1007 
S.E. Asia 
Black $9.95 


Back 


#1027 

Rhodesian Army 
White $9.95 



RHODESIAN 

ARMY 


QTY. 

STYLE NO. 

SIZE 


















T-Shirts available In S, M, L, XL. SUB T0TAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition¬ 
al. Please Include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 
first Item ordered — Include 75C 
for each additional Item for post- 6 * 5 ^o res!) 

age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL j 

weeks for delivery. 



SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 2/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: □ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card #_ 

Exp- 

NAME_ 

ADDRESS_ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — call us at (303) 449- 
3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! 
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CLASSIFIED 



CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay¬ 
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word — $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 - 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi¬ 
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI¬ 
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB¬ 
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST¬ 
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE¬ 
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER¬ 
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $7 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (127) _ 

WWH GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra¬ 
cuse, NY 13208. (132) 


* **★★*★*■*****★**★★★★★* 

1 MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip- { 
I merit. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs. J 
I ^nd more - S pnc * $2.00 to MICRQCQM r 

J TECH C0RP. for catalog. Refundable J 

J I v with purchase. Unbeatable prices, r 

* tafcV MICRQC0M TECH C0RP F J 

5 %MliaRanfl» P0 Box 347341 * Cleveland, OH 441345 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalog of 
these and much more! Signus/Box 33712-WO, Phoenix, AZ 
05067. (123) 


MILITARY HISTORY 


ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

See military history come alive—as it actually happened! r 
Our illustrated catalog of over 300 titles features hard-to- 
find original material showing both sides of all major 20th 
Century wars from World War I through the Falklands 
campaign. For your copy of our catalog send $1.00 to: 


INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC- Dept. 11 
Box 29 035, Chicago, IL 60629 



GET FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 26 countries analyzed. Legal 
requirements, inside information. Free details. EDEN PRESS, 

Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (128) _ 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF88-B, Honolu- 
lu, HI 96806. (146-KEY)_ 


ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $3 (refundable) to: JC THOMPSON, 2508 Fifth Ave. 
#121-S, Seattle, WA 98121. (126) _ 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. SF1286, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (125) _ 

VERNON’S COLLECTORS’ GUIDE TO ORDERS, MEDALS 
& DECORATIONS (with valuations); over 10,000 items; 450 
pages (106 of photos). Softbound $24.95, postage $2. Also: 
catalogue of orders, medals & decorations $1, yearly subscrip¬ 
tion $6. Sydney B. Vernon, Box 1387SF, N. Baldwin, NY 
11510. (126) _ 

NEW LAW ALLOWS DIRECT AMMO SALES. Save $$$. 
Free details. Atlanta Discount Ammo, Dept. M, Box 627, Nor- 
cross, GA 30091. (126) _ 

THE GOOSE FARM — COMPLETE MAIL AND PRIVACY 
SERVICE — Code — Live Life Your Way, PO Box 1213, Mt. 
Pleasant, TX 75455. (126) 


R€GKM€NTni INSIGNIA & UJCftPONRV 

„ SAS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 

U N\ • PAAA • AM • CAMERONS 
ASDG • AN • GUAADS etc. 



Import Catalog $2.00 
RRITISH RCGRUfl IMPORTS 

Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


PRIVACY, CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING/RECEIV¬ 
ING. Street address/phone, since 1981. Single remail $1. 
MAILDROP, Box 608039, SF-10-12, Orlando, FL 32860, 305- 
295-8281. (126-key) _ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT Crystal con¬ 
trolled transmitters, tracking systems, recording instruments, 
nightvision optics and countermeasures ... “virtually impossi¬ 
ble to obtain elsewhere!” Professional's Catalogue, $20, Re¬ 
fundable. General Catalogue, $2. Send orders: Microtron®, 
42-38th Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 (USA). (125) 



s>ud — iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. rf 1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete s tock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. tgltJUUim 

Postpaid. (Sent free with any order). 

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus Sur¬ 
vival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh Wade’s 
Oakshire Place, Hiway51, South Union City, TN 38261. (124) 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send (5) 22c stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin #433, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408. (128) _ 

MERCEDES, UNIMOGS, MODEL 404 EX-NATO, 4 WHEEL 
DRIVE, TROOP TRANSPORT, EXCELLENT, $7500. Several 
available, parts. Literature. Michael’s Classics Inc., (516) 581- 
6787 NY (124) _ 

FRENCH LEGION offers distinguish officer rank, medals, 
honour. Information/application $3 cash please. Box 875, Des¬ 
jardins, Montreal, H5B, 1B9, Canada. (124) 


MILITARY SURPLUS 

Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment, 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 

To receive catalog, in U.S., send self-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 

P.O. BOX 4253F 
LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 


KNIVES — COMBAT, MILITARY, SURVIVAL, BUTTERFLY! 

Latest models, low prices! Catalog $1. Athena International, 
PO Box 19058, Dept. SQF, Baltimore, MD 21284. (124) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (131) 



i*** in wm 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR it ★ KOREA * VIETN 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

' o FREE CATALOG jo 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 


VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (127) _ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, WEST GERMANY. (124) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN¬ 
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (124) 



US 3x5 ft flag set, cotton $19; 3x5 ft Confederate Battle flag $15; 
German Imperial 2x3 fl $35; 3x5 ft $50.3x5 ft Japanese WWII $32; 3x5 ft 
POW/MJA $48. Armed Forces 3x5 ft $40. For all flaga'all sizes, call toll 

lm>: USA FLAG CO. 

Box 4718 • Maineville, Ohio 45039 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1186, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (127) _ 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Home businesses, 
cash income opportunities. Get new credit, jobs, degrees. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(128) _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 220-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (128) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (124) 


DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 


MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; Vz wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta. North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num, $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (133) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Your design, any 
size, shape, colors. Five piece minimum, free brochure and 
random sample. Hein, 4202B N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60610. 

(131)_ 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


TRAINING VIDEO’S ON DEFENSIVE SHOOTING — Free 
Catalog — 14 Selection with John Famam — Defensive Train¬ 
ing Productions, Rt. 4, Box 231B3, Menomonie, Wl 54751. 
(715) 664-8791. (125) _ 

CONFIDENTIAL FORWARDING/RECEIVING REMAILS: 

Each stamped single envelope $1. CBS, PO Box 5156, Ports¬ 
mouth, NH 03801. (124) 

m 

Gl SUPPLY R.D. #8, BOX 155A Dept. SOF 
Gl -NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

ISSUE /-r r \ II c I ARRF HflMRAT 


CDV ON YOUR ENEMIES 

¥ FOR ONLY $24.95 

|i_ ■ | Secretly listen for thieving enemies on 

your property thru yourownFM radio. 
The FM-S is a sensitive little electronic 
H bug that transmits every sound and 

whisper up to 1/4 mile to your FM 
radio, with excellent sound quality. 
It’s easy to use, just turn it on and hide 
it. The FM-5 is for security use only. 

. Not a kit. Uses 9V battery. 

• 30 day satisfaction guarantee. 
Notice: Thisdevlce is only to be used according to Federal, 
State, and local laws. 

AllOW t~ ~ ~CA residents add* 6%”sales Tax ~ 

6 iaiaaLto i Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to 

WeeKS ' Dnronito 


For 

Delivery 


Electronic Pursuits 

1269 Broadway 
Suite 1269, Dept. 6K 
El Cajon, CA 92021 


U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

» FIELD PACK 

WITH FRAME hc2 aucipac*i 

$11000 

I I O SPECIAL 


Mia . . w SPECIAL 

W\J / ' * Original and current G! issue Long Range Special 

Minion Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. 
T l fin 9S inside the main compartment to shorten 

1 1 I V fl**' pack il not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
^ with Gl Frame straps. Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 

O.D. Nylon will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Send $2.00 ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Order, personal 

For 200 Item Catalog) checks « Vta 4 Master Card gladly accepted. NO 
m COD’s. All merchandise is 100% guaranteed, Residents 
ZE(201 )948-6260$P el Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% lor shipping. 


RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING. Catalog 
and information $5 ($7 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Suite 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (126) _ 

AUTHENTIC BRITISH MILITARY BERETS — 100% wool 
replete with leather sweatband, adjustable drawcord, and 
eyelets — $17.95 ea. plus flat $1.75 shipping & handling. 
Group rates available. Sizes (s)6 7 /fc (m)7,7 Vfe (l)7V4. Comman¬ 
do green (Royal Marines) and Maroon (Airborne Forces) Black 
(Royal Tank Regiment). VOYAGEUR, INC., Dept. A, 4323 
Baychester Ave., Bronx, NY 10466. (124) 

OWN YOUR OWN GOLD MINE! Stake your claim to govem- 
ment lands. Millions of acres of valuable mining property now 
available to U.S. citizens. Write: Government and Citizenry 
Intermediarys (GCI), Dept. 98, PO Box 9591, Wichita, KS 
67277. (125) _ 

W.W. II COLLECTORS tl\H N IglllTITITIl MII bii tM! 

t Hats-Badges-Medals ol all Nations. 

U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
mim f** and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

f ’■flMMliCT R M, or Lg.$58.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page 
fully illustrated catalog $3.00 

W.W. #2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis, M0 63158 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS — Big money and adventure 
with our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our 
critically acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill 
Press, PO Box 1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (135) 

WILLS — “BIG BROTHER” WILL CONTROL your estate! 
UNLESS you act now with our lawyer-written WILL KIT. It’s 
easy to use and covers single, (divorced, widowed) and mar¬ 
ried couples, all with or without children. Send $10.95 to Tanx 
Corp., Etox 93, Dept. Ml, Bethpage, NY 11714. Money back 
guarantee. FREE BONUS, two living wills. NY + tax. (124) 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL: Build effective fallout shelter. In- 
cludes plans, checklist of items to stockpile, important mail 
order sources, plus other Disaster Prepardeness information. 
Send $5 to: American Enterprises, Box 11081, San Diego, CA 
92111. (128) _ 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, Simple, Portable. 
Free Details. Bumper, POB 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
(128) 


FREE CATALOG 


■ Espionage & controversial political collectibles. 

• Military art prints & collector books. 

• Quality military collectibles. 

• Historical military art limited editions. 

HISTORICAL MILITARY ART AND COLLECTIBLES 
P.O. Box 1806 S f Lafayette, CA 94549 
Phone 24 hours: (415) 283-1771 


IS YOU LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of military, 
outdoor, & survival gear is! Refund on purchase. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (130) _ 

DISAPPEAR WITHOUT A TRACE I No bills, no taxes, no 
hassles. Guaranteed $8.95. Ghost Press-SOF, PO Box 392, 
Hot Springs, AR 71902. (124) 


SPECIAL FORCES, RANGER, AIRBORNE challenge coins. 
List $1. Custom minting for your unit available. Phillips, West 
Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601-3304. (133) _ 

SHERWOOD’S CATALOG OF GUN PARTS, ACCESSOR¬ 
IES, AMMUNITION, GOVERNMENT SURPLUS AND MUCH 
MORE. When in Los Angeles area, visit our 4,000 sq, ft. 
showroom. Send $1 to: 18714 Parthenia Street, Northridge, 
CA 91324. (124) 


CDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

UH c 

ON IV on VW«° for firsl limc 

75 minutes of pogeontry, precision formotion morching ond military 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH RCGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment 6 

P.O. Box 504 73. • Nashville. TN 37205 


BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared 
Firearms Dealer Kit includes official forms, covers licensing, 
purchasing, records — EVERYTHING! Lists Hundreds of Top 
Wholesalers. GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSUL- 
TANTS, PO Box 1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (124) 

FOR SALE: GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
SURPLUS. Send $1 for my latest catalog. S.J. Pedergnana, 
Jr., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (124) _ 

FOR SALE — MILITARIA, accoutrements, head gear, edged 
weapons, military books, records and tapes. Send .500 for 
latest lists to: Globe Militaria, Inc., Box 269, RFD 1 (SOF) 
Keene, NH 03431 (124) _ 

NEW INFORMATION: Jeeps, oars, 4x4s seized in drug raids, 
buy from $100. Call for facts today. (602) 842-1051 ext. 003. 
(125) _ 

MOSCOW SPY GAMES! Office bugged? Phone tapped? It 
doesn’t just happen in Moscow. It's happening in the United 
States right now! Security personnel charge over $100 an hour 
to “sweep” rooms for bugs. We'll send you an extraordinary, 
illustrated government report that tells everything about elec¬ 
tronic eavesdropping — just $24.95. Written for the non¬ 
technical person. Each order will also receive FREE a catalog 
of low-cost, high quality countersurveillance equipment PLUS 
confidential instructions on how ordinary radios and TVs can 
be employed in the search for bugging devices. Send orders — 
ACM, PQ Box 4021, Gaithersburg, MD 20878. (124) 

FLORIDA REMAILS $1. Also private Mail Forwarding, Tele¬ 
phone Message Service. General Secretarial Services, Box 
11194, Jacksonville, FL 32239. (904) 723-3211. (124) 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 

BUY DIRECT AND SAVE! Italian stiletto lockback knives, 9” 
overall, mirror polished steel blade, positive front lock, rear 
release. Black or white handles, $10.95. Rare, 13" overall 
Italian stiletto, 6” polished steel blade, front lock, rear release. 
Black handles only. $19.95. Both knives made in Italy. Include 
$2 per knife postage and handling. Midwest Wholesale Distri- 
butors, Inc., PO Box 426, South Haven, Ml 49090. (125) 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE — Bachelors, Master’s, 
and Doctorates through HOME STUDY. Also obtainable in 
Psychology, Sociology, Hypnotherapy, Parapsychology, Busi¬ 
ness Administration and other subjects. Send $2 for Catalog 
about degrees and requirements to ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSI- 
TY, 31916 Pat’s Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 70462. (127) 


LEGIONNAIRES OFFER — British ZULU war patt RORKES 
DRIFT white pith helmets with large S.W. Borderers badge + 
chin strap. $125 inc Post. FOREIGN LEGION ITEMS — Le¬ 
gion white Kepis $40, Sgts Kepis $56, Paratrooper Cammo 
Caps $20, PARATROOPER badge $9, Green beret + badge 
$24, Paratrooper H.A.L.O. wings $10, Legion Para dress ring, 
silver $24, Legion Snipers badge $9, Songs + Marches Cas¬ 
sette $10. POST FREE. Much more in LEGIONNAIRES illus¬ 
trated catalogue $3 CASH. LEGIONNAIRES, Goldenhill Fort, 
Freshwater, Isle of Wight ENGLAND. (124) _ 

COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE-PROFESSIONAL ELECTRO- 
NIC EQUIPMENT, $2 information, $10 catalog. LANEL, 1537 
Post Rd., San Marcos, TX 78666. (124) _ 

MAKE MONEY SELLING KNIVES. Self defense, martial arts 
items available. Midwest Wholesale Distributors, Inc., PO Box 
426, South Haven, Ml 49090. (127) 


IF YOU SAW THE WALL 

Let those names be alive by reading their personal 
thoughts before, during and some after Vietnam. 

A fast-paced novel about a generation of young 
Americans during the 60s. - _j 


Send Check or Money 
Order for $10.00 
(includes shipping) 

CENTURY LTD. 

Suite 119 Dept SF 
9016 Wilshire Blvd. 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 


wmi 


SGT DARRYL SHEETS, CSC 1/15 INF, and SSG. LARRY 
COLEMAN, HQ 1/15 INF, Kitzingen 74-75, contact John Cole- 
man c/o SOF. (125) _ 

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN military medals, flags, 
Insignia and helmets. Hundreds of items. Catalog $1. RHM, 
Box 2492, Saginaw, Mi 48605. (125) _ 

PROTECT YOUR COMPUTERIZED SECRETS! SCRAM¬ 
BLE your financial, weapons, and personnel computer records 
for secure storage and transmission. Multi-key encryption 
program for IBM and compatibles can overwrite cleartext with 
cyphertext for ultimate security. For disk and manual, send US 
$49.95 plus US $3 handling to: TROGON, INC., 2701-C West 
15th Street, Suite 323, Plano, TX 75075. (124) 

MEGA DART MX-7 POWER DART GUN I 

NEW! fo _ Qt— -to ' 

i_J .POWERFUL! 

• < f~ST' « so •ACCURATE! 

MX-5 f ONLY $ 79. 95 p Vh° • SILENT! 

PISTOL ( ° I I FREE shoulder stock accessory 

$59.95 MC/VISA Orders: 1-800-351-2274 

+$3.50 mot a TOY JOHNNY MAC’S FACTORY OUTLET 

P & H ADULTS OMLY P0 BOX 370808-SQF El PASO TEXAS 79937 


COLLECTOR OF WWII GERMAN MEMORABILIA seeks 
contact with others with similar interests. Confidential. Box 78, 
EFLS, 260 W 35, NYC 10001. (124) 

“MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED’’ — NBC, 
CAN YOU — duplicate CIA tricks: save on surveillance gear, 
listen thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, 
credit/personal records; chemically read thru envelopes; etc? 
HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages, 
8Vfex11, $33 postpaid. CEP, INCORPORATED, PO Box 865- 
8 AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-2294. (125) 


- , 79. 8S p&h° 


Offering 


My Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Gtare Mat Combat Finish 


44Q C 
BJrc* ni::i 
Sa* Tcaih 
TrtH Wwi! 

13" tN&iuk 
langih. 

All slalnlMJ steel 
construction with 


Only 

$225 00 


p Knives 

Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Parish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3466 
“Send $2.00 for complete catalog.” 


WORLD WAR If’s FOXHOLE RADIO. No batteries! Uses 
razor blade to tune in stations. Great as emergency backup. 
Plans only $2. Complete kit (Build in minutes) $6. Yeary Com¬ 
munications, 12922 Harbor #800S, Garden Grove, CA 92640. 
(124) 
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RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS — Contact RVA, PO 
Box 1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301, or call (213) 234-9201. (TF) 

THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE by Kam Kavanaugh. Want to 
get back at someone who’s done you wrong? Revenge is 
sweet, and best served cold — learn all the tricks and get your 
just deserts! 5Vfex8Vfe. softcover 96pp. Send $13 ppd to: PALA¬ 
DIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (125) 


1 Th ^° ri 9inal ADVENTURER . s r 
// BULLWHIP 


Thick, 
High-Grade 
til Leather 

~ From: 

CATTLE BARON - LEATHER CO. 



IS YOUR GUN LOADED AND READY TO FIRE? This recent¬ 
ly updated highly popular text describes successful scientific 
research that, in specific instances, has solved a problem men 
don’t like to talk about. How Loss of Erection Has Been 

Cured_(8-page booklet) Send $2.95 to: BUD & JILL 

ALLEN, INC., PO Box 1178, Dept. SF-05, Monticello, NY 
12701. (124) _ 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, ETC., direct from 
Government Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, Ext. A8180- (124) _ 

RIDE AGAIN WITH THE 7th CAVALRY!! Add a page of 
history to your family tree with a realistic Honorable Discharge 
from Custers 7th Cavalry, dated 1076. A unique 8x10 collec¬ 
tors item, beautifully portrayed on assimilated parchment, with 
ample name space. $5 postpaid. Cash or M.O. Military 
Graphics Ltd., Box 582, Woburn, MA 01801. (127) _ 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, PINS, CAPS. Made 
from your design. Highest quality, lowest prices. Free catalog/ 
prices. Stardi, 61st Jane, New York, NY 10014, (212) 929- 
2293. (126) 



53 00 m * leather covered , 

SURVIVAL" HANDLE & BALL W/ 

4 TO 6 WEEK DBJVBIY • \\jj WRIST LOOP 

NO HASSLES • NO DELAYS TARGET USE ^ TM 

‘ " "Mi W USA 

~ p0rei <l n m ~ LEATHER BEIT CARRIER $8.95 

( NOTE THESE BUllwmPs] . A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

ARE hot TOYS i HOt cheap Wh en Swung Properly.. KINETIC ENERGY Makes 1 
F0R , E '“ tne TTP Oi The ADVENTUR5VS BUliWMP~ MOVE ’ 


I AT MIR texas factory by ■ WHP4UNDLHG Inslrocions Inducted 

master whipmakers The HK5HEST QUALfTY. TOUGHEST BUUWHIPS 

BeiwriOiwhfHWiWA Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
fcteMC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-2 
afepr M.O. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 _ 

CREDIT CARD SECRETS REVEALED! New! Exciting! In¬ 
side information! Completely legal! Bank pays you! Details: 
Boswelloo, Box 71 OOF, Beverly Hills, CA 90212-7100. (124) 

INDEPENDENT INSURANCE INSPECTORS Earn $35 an 
hour. No franchise fees. Fee information. Bard, Box 741141- 
SOF, Dallas, TX 75374-1141. (124) 


GERMAN SNOW CAMOUFLAGE, White with Green 
Sploches, Smock $25, Pants $23, Poncho $20. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (124) 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND S6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 


P.O. BOX 541384 


DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 


ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (126) 


CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, etc. direct from Gov¬ 
ernment. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. 216-453-3000, Ext A01B4. (124) 


A.H.A. PRODUCTS, 24 Hour Order Line for MasterCard & 
VISA Orders 1-303-450-6468. (124) 


SECRET MAILBOX 1 Confidential, mail receiving and forward¬ 
ing. Write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84111. (124-CHG-TF) 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone Sine. Starts auto- 
maiicatly when phone is answered. Records both 
ySr sides o( conversation. Slops recorder when 

sizt leu. in. phone is hung up. 


$ 19.95 


EACH Cly Osc Avail 


Super Powerful 

X FM TRANSMITTER 

B \ Many times more powerful man other transmitters. 

" \ Transmits up to 'I* mite to any FM radio -Easy to 

Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery {not JncL) 

For catalog ol Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose 52 00 to USl Corp. 
Call 305-725-1000 or sand $1955 + $1.00 
shipping par itam tor USl Corp., PO Box 
SF -2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD') OK. 



needs at wholesale! 


23,000+ items, including guns, ammo, reloading 
supplies, fishing, hunting, camping gear and 
more. ..all at true wholesale prices! FREE info. 
Write Sports America, Inc., Dept. 196, P.O. Box 
1415, Highland Park IL 60035 or call 1-312-433- 
8761. (No collect calls.) _ 


CAPS, with military insignias of elite fighting forces. Send 
SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, Box 286-S028, 
Belair, MD 21024. (124) _ 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, Completely Revised 
Catalog for 1988, Camouflage Uniforms & Equipment from the 
U.S. & Around the World! Send .50C I.M.S., Box 21606, De- 
nver, CO 80221. (124) _ 

WE ARE THE GOOSE FARM — If there is a need to keep your 
private life “private” - that is our business, our only business. 
Mail, code, complete—PO Box 1213, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455. 
(129) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines — used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 

The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 2 

handle securely 3 

in the open or , “ 

closed position. M 5 

Model K98-P 11 5 

$8 50 Ea. ip 

and S 1 50 UPS charges M 1 

WESTBURY SALES CO. M ■ 1 

DEPT P-2-SF m I 

373 Maple Avenue (1 n 

Westbury, New York 11590 M 


SOVIET WEAPONS VIDEOS. Devil's Finger-RPG-2/7, Down 
the Soviet Barrel, Comrade Soldier, T-62. $29.95 ppd. CSA, 
Box 4253, Rockville, MD 20B50. (125) _ 

T1GERSTRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, As worn in “THE 
GREEN BERETS” & in “TOUR OF DUTY” These are the most 
Authentic Tigerstripes Available $70. Suit. Matching Boonie 
Hat $16. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 MasterCard & 
VISA accepted! (124) _ 

EAST GERMAN “Ausweis” border pass in Russian/German 
with red soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. $6. Other 
documents available. D. Ewing, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 
05602. (124) _ 

SILENT PARTNER MAIL FORWARDING — $1. per stamped 
envelope, write: Sipar, R2 PO Box 264, Enfield, NH 03748. 
(124) _ 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, includes Receiver- 
Transmitter Subassemblies, case/control, antenna, crystal: 
$17.50 apiece, $32.50/pair. Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device 
(“PSID”) TRC-3: $42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four. R-108 
Vehicular/Field Receiver, 20-20 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. H-251 
Communications Headphones: Baytronics, Box 591, Sandus 
ky, OH 44870. (124) 


BULLETPROOF 

ANY 

PASSENGER, 
TRUCK, 

INDUSTRIAL 
TIRE 


FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: 

MARTIN'S 
TIRE SUPPLY 
224 Glen Cove Avenue 
Glen Cove, NY 11542 
516 671-9600 


WINNING THROUGH SUPER TECHNOLOGY: electronic 
weapons, latest surveillance, camouflage, tracking, tracing, 
starlight hiding, shooting, trick ammo, countersurveillance, 
offensive driving, security, codes, data banks, etc. BUILD 
YOUR OWN: starlight scope, 007 briefcase, bulletproof vest, 
assault weapon system, surveillance gear, etc. FROM IR 
MONITORING TO ROCKET PISTOLS: FROM SUPER 
RIFLES TO MINDREADING ... KEEP THE EDGE! NINJA 
1990 by French/Lapin. 500 + pages, 8^x11, hardbound. $48 
postpaid. CEP, INCORPORATED, POBox 865-8AQ, Boulder, 
CO 80306, (303) 443-2294. (125) _ 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 13O7-0AQT, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (120) 


• Our .625 Cal. Blowgunt are up to 20% Faster and More Powerful than 
the smaller .36 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 

• Our Biowgun out-performa C0 2 pellet guns. 

• Each Blowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broad head darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip .... 2 Ft Model $25.50,3 
Ft Model $27 JO, 4 a Model $29.50, 4 Ft Take Down Model $31 JO. 
Accept VISA — MasterCard — $2.50 shipping & handling on all orders. 

To order our free catalog call 602-855-6095 
J.R. STUPERO • PO Box 209-6 • Uke Havasu, AZ 86403 


LOUD WARNING! Perimeter protection warning device! Sim¬ 
ple to.build, simple to use, detailed pictured plans, all parts 
readily available. Trip line triggers loud blast! Perfect warning 
for camping, yards, garages, outbuildings, porches, steps, 
hallways at home or work. All metal construction, virtually 
indestructable, usable hundreds of times. Send $4 for com¬ 
plete plans or $15 for complete kit with plans. E.J. Smith, 789 
Clifton Ave., Dept. SOF, Clifton, NJ 07013. (125) 


ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (130) 




Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
SECRET step of the way. Men and women 

EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa- 

SewirwilieMca EQuIpmefit, tions, withstanding hardships, 

artofcTMTtkiDhaMtVia / make on the spot decisions. 

Netotera. Loekpick Learn the latest investiga- 

Fm f/7 tive techniques using special 
w—Pi niUncR j/\\ Ul law enforcement equipment 

***" M,r * 1> . . . the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training ^ 

I DEPT. SF801, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 a 

* Rush me your " Detective *’ Career Kit—No talesman will caU. ■ 

I NM_A«a-1 

I Mints-1 

CTy/teWap __— 
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NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con¬ 
sult the local law enforcement au¬ 
thorities in their area. 


WWII RELICSI Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector’s 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 
55006. (126) _ 

INTERNATIONAL GARAGE SALE, Lots of Closeouts & One 
of a Kind items. Send .50c A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (124) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4. Police Catalog $2. Schlessinger, PO Box 
862, New York, NY 10150. (124) _ 

ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCT or Service in FOR SALE 
MONTHLY, a new mail order buyers guide, for only .20 per 
word. For Sale Monthly, PO Box 2027, Philadelphia, PA 
19103, (124) _ 

NAZI SILVER! Silver (.927 fine) bars bearing old Nazi 
emblem! Three for $35 ($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5 (refund¬ 
able). SBI, Box 261-DN, Cambridge, MN 55008. (126) 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 





POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

§ as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, clip 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21, Money back guarantee. 


WESTBURY SALES CO. California. 


\E.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-2-SF, Westbury, New York 1159^/ 


RUSSIAN ITEMS: “RED DAWN" Camo Smock $50, Camo 
Pants $45, Camo Jumpsuits $85, Para Badge $17, Guard’s 
Badge $22, KGB Badge $15, Complete Listing of Original & 
Repro Items and Color Photo $1. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. (124) _ 

“101 WAYS TO EASE OUT OF THE RAT RACE” ,.. start 
planning NOW! Over 200 pages tell how to change identity, 
drop your cost of living to zero, make your earnings tax free, 
where to move for privacy and much more! $14.95 to: Cheribe 
Publishing, Box 100, Wolverton, MN 56594. (126) 

KNIVES, WHOLESALE, Volume Discouts, Top Quality, 
Satisfaction Guaranteed, Dealers Welcome, Catalog $1. RE- 
BITSKI & CO., DSF, 2770 Sherry La., Green Bay, Wl 54302. 
(124)_ 

IMPERIAL JAPANESE SILVER! Silver bars (.927 fine) bear¬ 
ing WWII Japanese chrysanthemum emblem! Three for $35 
($12.95 apiece). Catalog, $5 (refundable). SBI, Box 261-DJ, 
Cambridge, MN 55008. (126) 


Knife liquidation Sale! 


1 for 3.95-2 for 6.95 - 3 for 9.95 

Buy Three Get One FREE! 

m (#103 is free/wilh 3 purchase) 


*101 BOOT 
KNIFE 


9" overall. Double edge stainless steel blade; 
leather sheath w/clip. 

*102 

HUNTER 

5" closed. Stainless steel blade, brass bolsters, 
wood handles, front lock; w/leather sheath. 

*103 

PANTHER 
GRIP 

5W closed. Stainless steel blade, brass bolsters, 
wood handles, front lock; w/leather sheath. 

For postage 1.50 for 1 knife Money-back guarantee 

.75 each additional knife Mich, residents add sales tax. 

Midwest Wholesale Distributors Inc. 

P.O. Box 426 Dept, SFD-2, South Haven, Ml 49090 



BINOCULARS AND SPOTTING SCOPES. Free catalog! 
Steiner, Swarovski, Zeiss, Bushnell, Nikon. 15%-50% OFF! 
Winter Special: Nikon Letour folding compact 8x20 $163 ppd. 
Optical Advantage, Box 32791-F, Pikesville, MD 21208. (301) 
653-3306. (124) 


INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 
LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 
THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG — $1.00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 1008X Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 


UNUSUAL BOOKS — Over 475 Exciting Titles! Exotic 
Weaponry, Military, Martial Arts, Crime, Self-Defense, Surveil¬ 
lance, Chemistry, Privacy, Survival, Knives, Fireworks Buying, 
Spy Operations, Anything on Anyone, Big Brother, Comprom¬ 
ising Machines, Wiretapping, New Ways of Fighting Back and 
MUCH MORE! Huge Eye-Opening Book Catalog $2 plus 
FREE Copy ALPHA FORCE NEWSLETTER. Satisfaction Al¬ 
ways Guaranteed! Authors Wanted. ALPHA PUBLICATIONS, 
PO Box 92-S, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (123) 


HIGHLY DETAILED 
COLORED BUCKLES i 


$8.75 ea. 

(fits 1V2” to 13/4 belts) 

Add $1.75 Postage & Ins. 
PA residents add 6% sales tax. 

1 Vi” Sculpted belt, 

antique brown (genuine leather), 

$11.75 each 

Please give waist size- 

R.G.R. DISTRIBUTORS 
125 Rock St., Hughestown, PA 18640 
I encjose 


_Brochure. SORRY NO C.0.3.S 
10 Day Money Back Guarantee 


Address - 
City_ 



MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec¬ 
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $17.50 apiece, $32.50/pair. Pro¬ 
fessional quality TS-352 Voltohm/Multimeter, AC-DC, with 
$42.50 apiece, $147.50/set of four. R-108 Vehicular/Field Re¬ 
ceiver, 20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. H-251 Communications 
Headphones: $7.50. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. Add 
$4.50/piece shipping, $9 maximum. Baytronics, PO Box 591, 
Sandusky, OH 44870. 124) 

12 CONDOMS FREE. Trojan, Lifestyles, more. Limited Time 
Offer. Details. Rush $1.00. Allswell, 5178 West 20th Street 
#SF288, Los Angeles, CA 90016. (125) 



pIXNGER jQ/r 


International 
Military Supply 
ALL SEASON 

JUNGLE BOOTS 


Catalog $2.00 
Refundable with order 


$4.95 Shipping 


$ 54 *° 

Black leather 
fj with 10” Cordura h 
nylon upper. 


liner sold 
separately 


SURPLUS...MILITARY , .SURPLUS. We sell Military Sur¬ 
plus!!!! We have boots, field dressings, Trioxane Stove, hel¬ 
mets, links, pouches, ammo boxes, inert ordnance, camouf¬ 
lage doth, rope, camouflage nets, tools, surgical supplies, 
much more for the camper or collector!!! Our fully illustrated 32 
page catalog is issued every two months September through 
May, Five issue subscription only $3. B.W. TRADING COM¬ 
PANY, BOX 692-SF2, Newark, OH 43055 (614) 344-2772). 
(124)_ 


GERMAN FOREST PATTERN CAMOUFLAGE, Like WWII 
German Camo, Hooded Parka $60, Hooded Field Jacket $55, 
Pants $40. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO B0221. (124) 

BECOME A U.S. MILITARY OFFICER! Commissioned Offic¬ 
er tells how. Send $4 to: Officer, Rt5 Box 250A, Lubbock, TX 
79407. (127) _ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. The Battery Press, Inc., PO Box 3107C, 
Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (126) _ 

.50 — CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long. 
$63.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $34.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$19.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells etc. “JOE JELINEK, 1201 F 
Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411. (312) 758-2183.” 
(125) 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



* More “muzzle” energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over i00 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands : *205* 

Extra power bands: *3# per set. Ammo: J 8?f per lb. 
Dvalar Inquiries 60-Day 

Welcom* Money-back Guarantee 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 
Ron Sinclair 279 E. Ware Sprint* H. l« V**«, N«. 89123 


BRITISH DPM CAMOUFLAGE, Current Field Jacket $115, 
S.A.S. Hooded Smock $145. Complete Listing of British Milit¬ 
ary Uniforms, Berets & Equipment $1. B.M.S., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (124) _ 

ARMOR VEST, Point Blank, New, Unused, Stops 357, Size 
42-44, $125 postpaid. Viking, Rt.1, Box 221, Blue River, Wl 
53518. (124) _ 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices, catalog 
$1. WESTSHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey SI8, 
Fountain, Ml 49410. (135) 


SURVEILLANCE 

Investigative and security aids, optical equip¬ 
ment, executive protection, communications 
and countermeasures. 

Send $2.00 to the Surveillance Specialists - 

Sherwood Communications Assoc.. Ltd. 

P.O. Box 535 S Southampton, PA 18966 

(215) 357-9065 


U.S GRENADES, Mk2 “Pineapple”, M33 “Baseball & M26 
“Lemon” Grenades ONLY $8.50 ea. All are Correctly Painted 
& Marked with Moving Parts. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
60221. (124) _ 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTER, SECURITY. 202 products: 
Alarms, Bulletproof, Detectors, to Underwater, Voice Scramb¬ 
lers, Wireless! Catalog $2. SPY PRO, Dept 047FS, POB 
45521, Seattle, WA 98145-0521. (124) 


FR£EDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850 


... $500 down, $97/month. Trout fishing, backpacking, 
camping. Elk, deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National 
Forests, near established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier 
National Parks nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED 
TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE colo' brochure, photos, 

mapS ' -FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE- 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990. 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept.S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000. 
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WAR EAGLE BUCKLE 

HAND MADE, SIGNED & NUMBERED 
GERMAN-SILVER 2Vi X 3Vi OVAL. FITS 1 W BELT. 

" When the air is heavy with 
pestilence and young warriors are 
filled with aggression, look up! 

The War Eagle flies over the land.” 



$40.00 PPD 

MASTERCARD or VISA BY PHONE. 505-758-3585 
MONEY ORDERS OR CASHIERS’ CHECKS 

D&J COATS 

P.O. BOX 742 • TRES PIEDRAS, NM 87577 


IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS FOR $44 through the U.S. 
government? Get the tacts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 Ext 
331-A. (125) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Genuine Gl 
Field Jackets, liners, BDU sets, Manuals, Sleeping Bags, and 
tons of Military and Outdoor Products. Send $1 (refunded with 
order). Jefferson’s ALLIED ARMY SURPLUS, 5618 Jefferson, 
New Orleans. LA 70123. (126)_ 


KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR, WHOLESALE, Volume Disc¬ 
outs, Top Quality, Satisfaction Guaranteed, Catalog $1, RE- 
BITSKI & CO. DSF, 2770 Sherry La., Green Bay, Wl 54302. 

024 )_ 

MILITARY DOG TAGS — 16 spaces, 5 lines, 2 tags with chain 
$6.1.D. TAGS, PO Box 14754, Monroe, LA 71207-4754. (124) 

WARS WITH EMPTY HANDS, by Lenox Cramer, former 5th 
Special Forces (SOG). Hardcore Full Contact Martial Arts! 
$16.95 Postpaid. UNUSUAL BOOK CATALOG $2. ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 92-Wh, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(129)_ 



U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 

top Gold insignia and visor braid 
Leather chin strap State size wanted S8900 

ights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon 
and oak leaf with swords £21 00 
We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog 5300 (FREE with order) 

■Wi i:W: MDMil lT-JJil ! ■ 

Ltd., Box 2063 *F» St. Louis, MO 63158 


ULTRA RARE GERMAN W.W. II PARAPHERNALIA: One 

year’s subscription $6. or sample catalog $1. plus S.A.S.E.; all 
illustrated items have Inspection time and money back guaran¬ 
teed. S.J. EX. CO. LTD., PO Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ 85237. 
(124) _ 

EARN 50% COMMISSIONS! At Home! Sell Mailing Lists by 
Mail. Rush stamped self addressed envelope to: Thorne, PO 
Box 437, Barrington, Rl 02806. (124) _ 

MAIL DROP. Utmost security, privacy, discretion. Parcels 
received, money orders purchased, code names welcomed. 
Free information packet. BORDER COUNTRY, Div. G-2, 
Drawer 70270, Las Vegas, NV 89170-0270. _ 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTERSURVEILLANCE! Micro trans¬ 
mitters 500% savings! Night vision, lasers, stun guns, secret 
devices, ultrasonic’s, bug detectors, restricted books, more — 
huge catalog $5.00 (refundable). PROTECTOR, PO Box 
520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (124) 


BUMPER STICKERS — “I LOVE MY COUNTRY, BUT I 
FEAR MY GOVERNMENT”, ’’FREEDOM IS NOT FREE”. $2 
each, 3 for $5. Individual Concepts, PO Box 40486, Redford, 
Ml 48240. (124) 



CONCEALED BULLETPROOF SHIELD and holster in con¬ 
verted picture frame Construction instructions $5. BA, Box 
2951, Murfreesboro, TN 37133. (124) 





: $i.oovd! 

-►CASH 
* FOR A 
♦BROCHURE 


-COURSES- 

* COMMANDO-7 DAYS 

* SURVIVAL - 5 DAYS 
tr SNIPER - 5 DAYS 

* SAS - 30 DAYS 


BRIGAOE SECURITY FORCES 

P0 BOX 1237 OEPT S0F 
MOORESVJLLE. NC 28115 USA 




GENUINE G.l. EQUIPMENT. New/surplus uniforms, equip¬ 
ment, and MREs. Send SASE for price list to: Air Assauit 
Products, PO Box 2548, Clarksville, TN 37042. (124) 

SEXY LINGERIE — Gorgeous, Enticing, Sensuous Lingerie. 
Something tor every occasion, reasonably priced. Catalog — 
48 page, full color — $3.50 postpaid, (refundable first order). 
Mail cash, check or money order today to: Penny Smart Pro¬ 
ducts, 89868 Eldora Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45236. (124) 


VIETNAM 
VETERANS 
RINGS 

CWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steei. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans’ statue and the FtVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 


Red or Blue European spinel stones ... $64.95. 

Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone .. $74.95. 

Green spinel andblrthstones available $74.95. 


Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD • 2051 Opal Dr. 

Prescott, AZ 86301 • (602) 778-5656 



NAVY SEALS IN VIETNAM: The TRUTH! The first video 
documentary co-written by SEAL TEAM ONE members. Cov¬ 
ers uniforms, weapons, equipment, operations; all gear pecul¬ 
iar to SEAL TEAM use. Includes footage of US NAVY SEALS 
on patrol. See rare caputured footage shot by NVA! Send 
$15.95. Specify VHS or BETA. LOTI GROUP PRODUC¬ 
TIONS. (Dept. A), 8341 SW 157 Ave., Suite 311, Miami, FL 
33193. (124) 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


OVER 500 TITLES-ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 

MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
— PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS - DISCOUNTED'- 

HUGE 80 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG-SI (Ref.) 


ANVIL Box 640383 El Paso, TX 79904 


SPECIAL FORCES CAPS. Black baseball style, adjustable. 
Ranger, 101st, 82nd, USMC Recon, Weapons Instructor, 
Combat Pistol Team, Death From Above, USMC Bulldog In 
Red And Yellow. $6 each plus $1.50 Postage/Handling. Will 
Duplicate Your Unit Insignia On Cap Of Your Choice — $60. 
per dozen. CUSTOM CAPS, Box 654-S, Randallstown, MD 
21133. (124) 
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TAKE IT EASY, BUDDY 

Corporal Isaiah Martin of Martinsville, Virginia, a scout for “Mike” 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines, comforts his dog while waiting for 
an extraction from the Que Son Mountains in May 1970. Martin’s dog 
was wounded by a Viet Cong sniper. Photo: Sgt. R.R. Neuber, USMC 
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COMPLETE SYSTEM 

CASES 


PROVEN PERFORMANCE—Our cases have been in use for years with Federal Agencies, U.S. Military, and 

Law Enforcement Personnel throughout the world. Their uncompromising quality and lifetime guarantee prove they are the Best! 




PISTOL CASES 


ASSAULT RIFLE CASES 


SUBMACHINE GUN CASES 


AIRLINE WEAPONS CASES 


BOW CASES 


SPECIAL WEAPONS CASES 


The largest selection of nylon holsters available all built from layered ballistic nylon, not with cheap foam lining 
Over 85 different models, including state of the art advanced designs! 


HOLSTERS 


VERTICAL HOLSTERS 


BELT SLIDE HOLSTERS 


MILITARY BELT HOLSTERS 


UNIVERSAL BELT/ 
SHOULDER HOLSTERS 


HORIZONTAL HOLSTERS 


BELT CLIP HOLSTERS MILITARY SHOULDER OPEN BELT HOLSTERS ANKLE HOLSTERS POLICE DUTY SCOPED SHOULDER 

HOLSTERS HOLSTERS 

ACCESSORIES A full line of items to accent the shooting sports. Everything from luggage to slings to police equipment and more! 


FLASHLIGHT HOLDERS 


SLINGS 


MAGAZINE POUCHES 


LUGGAGE 


TRAVEL BAGS 


SCABBARDS BUTT PACKS 

See the complete system—send $2.00 for a 28 page catalog 
_ nton ’ MO. mo a _ 


WEB BELTS & ACCESSORIES 


SPEED POUCHES SHOOTING JACKETS 


§5g£Hm 
























5188 S.E. International Way 
Portland, OR 97222 
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WHO DARES, WINS! 

It is not the critic who counts, not the ones who point out how the strong stumbled, or 
how the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to those actually 
in the arena, whose faces are marred by sweat and dust and blood. Who knew the great 
enthusiasm, the great devotion, and who spent themselves in a worthy cause. These 
were the winners. —Theodore Roosevelt 


The First Personalized 
Vietnam Tour Of Duty Service Plaque 
After years of in-depth research into Army, Navy, 

Marine Corps and Air Force records and archives, 
we’ve identified all of the major combat and support 
units assigned to the Military Assistance Command, 

Vietnam (MACV). And, we've created a detailed, his¬ 
torically accurate Order of Battle map depicting their 
assignments, responsibilities, and important actions 
against the enemy in a unique and graphic format. 

For All Army, Navy, Marine Corps 
and Air Force Veterans 

If you served in Vietnam anytime between 1963 and 
1975, we have the combat history of your unit, and 
can create an authentic and personalized history of 
your tour of duty. A personal tribute to those who 
paid their dues and became winners in the eyes of 
history. 

CIA Briefing Map Identifies Ytour Unit 
All of this information has been mounted onto an 
official CIA briefing map which measures 30"x18" 
and is framed in gold. This would be the Order of 
Battle at exactly the time when you were there. Major 
combat units are identified by their shoulder patches 
or unit crests to add color and authenticity to the 
map. Also depicted are the opposing forces of the 
NVA and the Viet Cong. 

After Action Report 

Included on your Tour of Duty Commemorative 
Plaque is your personal “After Action Report.” This 
memorializes the action and accomplishments of 
your unit. . .the battalion or regiment you served with 
...the unit you’ll never forget. 

Personal Brass Presentation Plate 
Affixed to the plaque will be a personal brass plate 
engraved with your name, rank, dates of service and 
where served. This will complete the link between 
those who were in the Armed Forces during the Viet¬ 
nam years, and those who fought or served in other 
American Wars. 

Your Personal Decorations Will Also Be Featured 
You served with pride. You distinguished yourself as 
an American Fighting Man. This commemorative 
plaque would not be complete if your personal deco¬ 
rations were not displayed as authentic documenta¬ 
tion of your service and courage. So, they will be 
mounted with your badges, insignia and chevrons, 
even your dog tags. 

A Classic, Collectable M16 A1 Assault Rifle Is 
Front and Center 

No one could deny that just as the Garrand and the 
Ml became the symbols of World War II and Korea, 
the M16 will undoubtedly become the unique symbol 
of the Vietnam War. So, to give your Tour of Duty 
plaque the drama that it justly deserves, we've 
mounted a detailed replica of an M16, authentic in 
every detail, in the center of your plaque. 

This version of the Ml 6 is perfectly safe. It cannot be fired. No license or 
permit is required. It can be field stripped. It will accept the standard 
M7 bayonet. This weapon is the exact duplicate of those used in the 
award-winning films PLATOON, FULL METAL JACKET, and HAM¬ 
BURGER HILL. For the true to life effect, it will operate on special blow- 
back cartridges, but it will not accept a real round. And, it can never be 

converted into a real automatic weapon. Your M16 can be removed from the_ 

plaque, and can be fired using the blow-back ejectable cartridges, firing caps the 
and plugs which are furnished and are necessary to operate the weapon. 


Vietnam...It was far away. It was hot. it was bloody. It was Vietnam.)tie 
dirtiest war in America’s history. A war fought against an almost unseen 
enemy. Brutal to both mind and spirit. There were no flags waving, no 
bands playing to welcome you and none when you came home. 

For Vietnam vets the memories of the time they spent, the battles they 
fought and men they served with have become an inner strength. Yet, until 
now they could only be memories, no more! Now those memories can be 
commemorated in a very unique and personal way. 

Free Membership In VVA 
When you order your Vietnam Tour of Duty 
plaque, you will be enrolled as a regular 
member in the Vietnam Veterans of America. 

As a member you will receive a free subscrip¬ 
tion to VETERAN, and be entitled to all of the 
benefits of the VVA. 

The Center of Attention in an Office or Den 
This dramatic commemorative Tour of Duty plaque 
will gain instant recognition from all who view it. Not 
only for its dramatic beauty, but for what it says 
about you. You served in Vietnam. And in sc doing, 
you gave a lot to ail of us. That’s something to be 
proud of., .something that needs to be displayed. 

A Most Unique Gift 

Anyone who has served in Vietnam will be over¬ 
whelmed by this personal recognition plaque if it is 
given as a gift. When you give it, you give much 
more than a record of achievement. You give an 
important memory of life. Who would not be over¬ 
whelmed by such thoughtfulness? 

How to Order 

Simply fill out the order form in full. Remember, 
to create your dog tags, we will need your blood 
type, religion and Service number. 

I The National Varsity Club for the 

Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Plaque Service i 

P.O. Box 296. Department 123 
flumson, N.J. 07760 
Telephone (201)-291-4200 
Toll Free (800)-631-2160 

Yes, 1 wish to order my personalized Vietnam Commemo¬ 
rative Tour of Duty Service Plaque, with the replica M16 A1 
Assault Rifle. I understand that it will take 6 to 8 weeks to 
produce after my deposit is received. 

My deposit of $95.00 (or credit card authorization) is 
enclosed Please Hjcharge or 
I L J invoice the balance due_ 

R in four equal payments cl $100, 

my payment in full cl $495.00 is enclosed. 

To assure accuracy, this order form must be completed 
in full. 


Special Bonus Video Cassette 
ith your order, you will also receive a FREE 
video cassette featuring the combat activi¬ 
ties which took place at the time when you 
were in Vietnam. This hour-long action pro¬ 
gram will bring back to your memory those 
pressure-filled moments when you were a 
member of a great fighting team. A perfect 
companion to your personalized Vietnam 
commemorative recognition plaque. 
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Stale . . 2to 


ARMY. NAVY, MARINE CORPS AND AIR FORCE 
MILITARY SERVICE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Daim ol Sftrvicfl Frr m lb 

Kflfufr** in VtPfnnm From 

To 


Fmm 

Tb 

Branch Division 


Regiment_Company 

pul™ 


Other Information to A p pear on Plaq ue 
Decorations earned or medals awarded: 


My VISA AMERICAN EXPRESS MASTERCARD 

numbc/ is _ Expiration Dale _ 

New Jeisey residents add sales la» 





































































